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| Weaving Spiritualized. 


In a DISCOURSE, 


I Wherein Men employed in that Occupation, are 
| inſtructed how to raiſe Heavenly Meditatioas, 
from the ſevera! Parts of their Work. 


To which alſo are abies: | 


Some few Moral and Spiritual Obſervations, re- 
1 both to That and other Trades. 


"by 7. d 5. 5. 


| — 70 — cat omnia, & reddit pretieſs in — 

Det ; neque quicquam tam minutum Feri poteſt, in voca- 

tione Divinitas ordinata, quin Deo _ Luther T. 4. 
in Gen. in c. 46. 
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Advertiſement. 


WE promiſed the [FARE XN Arms upon the Eroat A 
king both flozured and plain Work: But, in Regard 


f the Book :5 ſpiritualized, we did not think it pro= 


to apply any ſuch Figures upon it, but defigit 
af Book in a little 3 ſeveral . 
reffions,- which will be of Uſe id a great many 
employed in this Art and Myſtery of Weavins, 
wherein the above-mentioned Cuts, and ſeveral o- 
thers, very uſeful, will be made plain. 
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To all che Deacons, 


AND 


| Maſters of the ſeveral Cor. 
porations, relating to 
the Cities and Towns | 
throughout Scotland; with | 
all others, whether Ma- | 
ſters or Journey-men, | 
employed in that great 


Axr and Mrsrtzxr of Ef 
WEAVING. 


r- 
O 


| To his Honoured Friends, 


- 4 . 
th Bernard Church Eſq; and John 


la- Richars Gentleman, Aldermen | 
NN of the City of Norwich. 


Al Worthy and much honoured Friends, 


* 7 IHE Deſign of the following Sheets will 
O : | be ſo obvious to every Eye upon the 
= reading of them, that many Words to 
expound it to you will be perfeltly ſu- 

| Perfiuous ; it will eaſily be its cn Interpreter, 
both to you and others: Beſides, What is needfub | 
upon that Subjef, I ſhall more fully diſtourſe in 
my Epiſtle unto the Reader. My Buſineſs to you | 
25, but to give you an Account of my Entituling | 
| you wnto it: For which it ere enough 10 Jay, | 
| That God bath fo Pleſſed you both in that Occu- 
pation, which I make the Theme of the following 
Diſcourſes, as that it hath brought you in, aut 

| only, a Livelihood, but ſuch an Overplus as hath 
capacitated you not only fy ſerde your Generation, | 


: i | 


- 


in the Offices relating to and the principal Con- 
duct of that Trade, but in other great Employ- 
ments. T he one of you hath not only ſerved the 


City, wherein you are, in the Offices of Sheriff 
and Alderman, (that you both have done) but al- 
fo in the Office of Mayor, (and that the other too 


hath not done the ſame is only from his own 


Neluctancy) and alſo repreſented this famous Ci- 


zy in the Higheſt Court of Parliament, hut alſo, 
becauſe you are great Examples of that Piety, So- 


briety, and Goodneſs of Temper, to which (as you 
will find I hade in the following Sheets obſerved) 
ibi Courſe of Life in Mens Youth doth much tu- 

ror, and diſpoſe them; and in being, or having 


| Been the Heads, and Conduftors of all that are bu- 


fied in that Occupation, you have entituled your 


| ſelves 10 all thoſe Diſcourſes which may tend to 


| 


| Bund 


| Z#he Moral or Spiritual Improvements of it. You 


wall, by the following Diſconrſes, ſee you have no 


| Reaſon to reflect with any bluſhing, upon the Way 
' Sn which you were in your Youth tramed uf ; 
Von have eminently ſerved your Generation before 
Von fall aſleep. The Employment of your Lives 
| path not been a making Silver-ſhrines for Diana; 
t hath not been a Service to the Luxury, Pride, 
and Wantonneſs of the Generation in which you 
| Haved; it hath not been an Apocryphal Employ- 
ment, 2? hath been the Employment of a good 

' Dorcas, only you made the Stuff; which poſſibly « 


#her pious and devout Souls made up. It hath 


Deen an Employment that hath had a good End 
and Deſign, upon which iu the Morning you could 
| evarautably go, and pray to God for a Bleſſing ; and 


zu the Evening ſay, Proſper thou the Work of our 
upon us; Lord proſper thou ow Rwy 
| . | 0 


* 
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UD 


or Months, or Years, be gathered to your Fathers, 


The Epiſtle - Dedicatory. 


work. An Employment which hath kept you at | 


home, watching over your Families, and which 
bath brought you in a Livelihood, and given 
you a Station in the World, i beneath Envy, yet 
above Pity. What hath enabled you to employ the 
Poor, to give Portions to fix and alſo to ſeven ? 
Tou may look back without a Regret, and rejoice 
zu the Fruit of your Labours, ſceing many a ſ0- 
ber Tradeſman that you have bred, many a poor 
Perſon that you have clothed. Your Days (my 
worthy and honoured Friends) are, an a great 
Meaſure, faſt, and when you look back upon them 


you will jay they are paſt ſwifter than your Shut- 


tles; your Week zs almoſt at an End, and you, who 
have had many a Piece of Stuff at the End of the 
Week brought home to you, muſt, in a few Weeks, 


and be no more. Your Works will follow you, and 


| your ſelves muſt carry home to the great Lord 


Heaven and Earth the Web which you have 
weazed. May it pleaſe the Lord to bleſs theſe 
Diſcourſes to you both, that they may but any 
Way conduce either to augment your Comfort, in 4 


1 Reſtection pon the Work which you have already 


done, or Help you to throw your Shuttles well 


as to the Remnant which you have yer to do, 
| that when you carry all home, you may hear that 

| Zi2fed Voice, Well done good and faithful Servant, 

thou haft been faithful in a little, I will make 

| thee a Ruler over much; enter thou into thy Ma- 


| 


ſter's Joy: Which as, and ſhall be the Prayer of | 


, bo 37, 


Tour moſt faithful and 1fedionate Friend, 
and Servant in the Work of the Goſpels 


. 


* of a Child, — 1 = not adviſed to.your 
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To the READER: 
And more eſpecially, 


To the Mafters, IVardens, and Aſſſtante 1 
in the Corporation of Worſted-Wea- 
vers, relating to the City of Norwich, 
together with all my worthy Friends, 
whether Maſters or Fourney-men,employ- 
8d in the Art and Myſtery of Weacing. 


T laſt (my worthy Friends) I have found 
| both Leiſure and Advantage, to teſtifie both 
10 you, and to the World, the great Va- 
Tue and Reſpect, which, for more than twen- 


2, Tears, (that zs, ever ſince I underſtood any 


hing of you) 1 have had, as for very many of 
your Perſons, ſo for that Occupati on wherem you 
daily are employed; ſo great (I will aſſure yon) 
that, for theſe teventy eight . Years, I have hardly 
been conſulted by any Friend about the Diſpoſal 
rade: 
And, but that in the Education of a Child Nihil 
invitz Minerva, he Genius of the Child ought to 


give a Principal Conduct, 7 will M ure 25 next 
to 


IC $0304 1 


| Obſervations in the following Sheets. MyT houghts 
that it war a Pity, that ſuch a Number of Per- 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
to the immediate Service of God in hit Gaſpel, (u 
-which theſe Times deterred me, unleſs I had had 
enough to have left them, to have enabled them to 
do it freely) I had devoted my Sons to your Fel- 
lowſhip ; nor would any Thing have more pleaſed 
me as to any Sow of mine, than to have ſeen ham 
fancying one of your Looms: For I have either 
taken falſe Meaſures (which yet I think I have 
not) or no Employment which T have in my Eye, 
hath ſuperiour Advantages to you, if equal with - | 
vo, to ſerve all the nobler Ends of Man's Life. 
Were I to be your Orator, I think I have To- 


picks enough by me to perſwade any Perſon, that 


nothing can commend a Trade to a Wiſeman, but 
hat 15 to be found in yours ; ſome of thoſeT hings 
you will find enlarged upon, in the firſt of my 


ſons employed in ſo excellent an Employment as 
you are, la want any Advantages to help you 


From Looms unto Heaven, i that which hath en- 


gaged me in this Service; a Deſign which, for 
ſome Years, I have had in my Thoughts, even 
ever ſince I ſaw My. Flavel's Navigation and 
Husbandry Spiritualized : But many of you know, | 
that, from my. Touth upuard, my Hand hath been 
full of Employments, and my latter Tears more 
full thau my former. More than forty Years of 
my Life were ſpent without much Care what to 
eat or drink; ſince that Time thoſe Cares have 


| alſo been upon me, and made iny Work ſomething | 


more than to conſider what Subjef next to preach | 
upon, and how to handle it. T heſe few Sheets, by 

Reaſon of ths, were taken in Hand again and a- 
gain, and as often laid aſide, at laſt a very few | 


. * 
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wt ELIE Ss — 


theſe few Sheets. 
Go 


Days Fare finiſhed the greater Part of them, 
and for ſome of that Leiſure you may thank ſome 


The het to the Reader. 
Informers 100. 1 ir a noble Deſign to inſtruct 


People how to ſpiritualize every Objef, and a no- 
Bler Practice for any to do it. Our bleſſed Lord 


made it his Buſineſs to take all Advantages to 


commend to his Diſciples and Hearers ſbiritual 


Meditations on earthly Oljefts: The Sight of 
Bread, John c, brangs forth that excellent Sermon 
about the Bread of Life. His arking of Water of 


the Woman of Samaria, gave him an Occaſion to 
diſcourſe of the living Water, which whoſo drinks 
mall thirſt no more. And it zs more than proba 
ble, that his Sight of a Shepherd with his Flock 
of Sheep; aud of a Vine, gave Occaſion to thoſe 
excellent Sermons, | 
great Diſadvantage of moſt worldly Employments, || 
#hat they have a natural feudency to di dert the Soul | 


Johh 10, John 15. I zs the 


from God; upon which Account I remember it wat, 


that holy Mr. Palmer Preferred the Work of the | 
' Alniſtry to all the Employments of the World, as 
i leading the Soul directly to the Aſeditations of 


God, and wheſe Work ly 7: a Communion with 


Sm, whereas all other Er:floyments bent the Soul 


another Way. I know no better Way to remedy 


this Diſadvantage, from the Nature of your Work, 


than by ſhewing you how you may makes it an 
Advantage to you. This us the very Buſineſs of 
Brethren! Gzze me Leave to 
gell you all, That my Heart's Defire and Prayer to 

Fd for you, 1s, that you may be ſaved. Tho' I 
bave a juſt Regret and Compaſſion for any Soul, 


U. *rbat I ſee like to periſh erer nally; yet methinks, 


9. 
WY 
'1 . 


I have a juſter and ſadder Regrer for any indu- 
 flrzous Soul, I would not have one of them pe- 


'  rifÞ 


' Spoils of others; it had been good for them they 
Bad never been born, and at had been alſo good for 
the World they never had been born; for their 
Liver in it are of no further Uſe, than to defile, 
and to devour, and to diſturb at. If ſuch Men pe- 


The Fpiſtle to the Reader, 
i eternally, whom I ſee ſo induſtrious ts take 


Paint, that they and their Families maght live 


ew Tears comfortably in this Life. There is 
a Generation of Men that are tos lazy to go to 
Heaven, or to live here, but upon the Alms and 


riſb, let them periſh, aue having given them a due 


| Warning. But methinks at pitief my Sov! to think, 


that a Meaver ſhould eternally periſh : - Weaner, 
whom I ſee before Four of the Clock in the Mor- 
ning, and after 8, 9, 10 at Night, hard at Work; 
that one ſo patient of Labour for the Bread that 


periſnheth, ſo patient of Self denial in the Sports 
aud Pleaſures which others ſpend their Life in, 
and all for a few Shillings at the End of the 
| Week; I ſay, that ſuch an onr, after the long Toal 


of his laborious Liſe, ſbould at laſt Iy down in Hell, 

this goes very near me: And TI cannot but ſay 
ſometimes, Surely we (who are the Lord's Mini- 
ſters) do not inſtruct theſe Men enough; we do not 
preſs the Thovghts of Eternity upon them as we 


Longhi to do. Theſe are a People that are not too 


lazy to be ſaved, they are Mien that can work 
Night and Day in their carthly Maſters Work, for 
a Livelihood for their Bodies; ſurely, i we could 
ferfwade them they had Souls, and thoſe immor- 
tal Souls; 7 hat they are Beings ordazned to an E. 
rernity; T hat Eternal Happineſs 2s not to be got 


Ia Locm; but by Believing, Reading, Hearing, 


Prayer, Selt-denial, taking up Chri ſt's Croſs, Mor- 
rification of beloved Luſts, hey might be perſwa- 
| „„ 


"The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
aed to ſpend ſome Time every 


Praying, ſome Time in Hearing; ro ſpend ſome Time 


| in 1 trying their Wayes, hat they may 
| t 


turn unto the Lord. I know that 2when we have 
done and ſaid what we can, Old Adam (as he 


| ſaid) will be found too hard for young or old Me- 
' - Janfhon. The Way of Man is not in himſelf, 


Day in Reading, 


+1ORE 


neither is it in Man to direct his Steps: Bur ſhew | 


me that Perſon who hath done what in him lyes 


' rowards his own Salvation, to whom God hath | 


denied his free, but effeftual Grace. My good 
Friends ! Tou know I cannot from the Pulpit, as 


ET formerly, ſpeak unto you; if I could, neither were 
' this a fit Theme to diſcourſe there; neither would 
the Sound of my Words in your Ears abide with 


you, ſo as a printed Book may, I have on Pur- 


Poſe contrafted my Diſcourſe into a few Sheets, 
that it may be a Burden not too heavy for an | 
ordinary Purſe. I propoſe to my ſelf nothing of | 
Gain in it. i 2 


If I may but gain one Soul, it ig e- 
nough; af not, I have but my Labour for my Pains, 


lingly help on your Salvation, and ſhew my Love 


not hing elſe but my poor Prayers, by which I can 
ſhew my ſelf, no Lc 00A 


Your faithful Friend and Servant, 


as we ſay in our Engliſh Proverb. I would wil-} 


and Kindneſs to an induſtrions People : I have 


in the Work of the Goſpel. | 


1 7. C 


Seki. 1. 


Iſracl: The Wo 
ſelf ver. 30. The Lord hath called by Name Bezaleel 
the Son f Uri, the Son of Hur: And werſe 34, 
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CHAR I -- 
Exod. xxxv. 35. Them hath he filled with Mi- | 


dom of Heart, fo wor x all Manner of Work of 


the Ingraver, —and of the Weaver, &c. 


The MEDITATIONS. 

HE Work here in Hand was 
the making a Tabernacle, a mo- 
ving Houſe for the Lord God of 

emen are nominated by God him- 


Aholiab the Son of Ahiſamach. (It is reaſonable 


|| the Maſter of the Horſe ſhould appoint his oxen Work- 
nen.) Theſe he filled with his Spirit in Wiſdom, Un- 


derſtanding, Knowledge, aud in all Manner of Work- 


' manſhip. God never ſends any to his Work, but 


he firſt furniſheth them with Tools fit to do ir. 


| Thoſe who are buſied at Works for which they 
are not ſpirited and enabled, (whoever ſends 
them) are not ſent by God. As he fitted theſe 


Work- 
* N 


[ * ies 
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2 The Art of Weaving ſoirimalized. 
Workmen with Wiſdom of Heart to work all 
Work, ſo particularly it is ſaid, And of the H/eaver. 
Sekt. 2. The Art of Weaving then bath a di- 
vine Original. Naamah the Siſter ot Tubal-cain, 


( mentioned Gen. 4. 22. might be the firſt Spin- 


ſtreſs or WWeavereſs, (as Genebrard thiaks) the 


Scripture tells us her Brother was the firſt Work- 


man in Braſs and Tron) if ſhe firſt learned others, 
yet tis certain God firſt taught ber. It Cloſter1rs 
firſt made Spindles, his God firſt taught him that 

Difcretion. And if Naamah fiicſt wrought in 


Looms, yer, as the Prophet ſaith of the Thre- 
ers Diſcretion, Iſaiah 28. 29. This alſo came from 
the Lord of H ſts, who is wonderful in Counſel, and 
excellent in Working. If Weaving (as the Philo- |; 
ſopher thinks) was learnt from the Spider, yet 


the Spider harh it from the Lora mighty in Coun- 
ſel. He that teacheth the Murriours Hands t0 


War, and his Fingers to fight, teacheth the Wea- 


ver ailo to mix his Tarns, and to throw his Shuttle, 
Seft. 3. The Weavers Trade then is canonical. 


An Employment of which God is not aſhamed 
to be called the Huber, as to which he is plea- 


ſed to imploy his own Spirit. Tis good to be 
in a, Calling as to which we can ſay, That God 
hath called s to it. Pinus Parents may have a 
little roo much Zeal, in refuſing all but Scrip- 
ture Names for their Children, (the Scripture it 
ſelf borrows Childrens Names, from Words ſig- 
nificant of Mercy and Duty) but thoſe Parents 


are as much 800 carieſs, who think they may 
+. give their Children the Names of Pagan Idols, 


Cr 
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have done with the Books! 


The Art of Weaving ſpiritualized. 3 
or otherwiſe fooliſh and inſignificant. There 
may be particular Employments lawful enough, 
which are not canonized by holy Writ, all Things 
were not written; what ſhould the World then 
Trades are for ne- 
ceſſary Uſes, and every Employment of that Na- 


ture not ſerving to maintain Wickedneſs, or 


merely to debauch the World with Hantonneſs 
and Luxury, are doubtleſs lawful, whether we 
can derive them from Scripture or no: But cer- 
tainly it is a Satisfaction to a pious Tradeſman, 
when he can find the Name ot his Trade writ- 


ten in that Book of Life. This you ſee the 


Weaver may, if he cannot derive from Naamah, 


yer he may derive from Bezalee] and Aholiab, 


and they both derived from God. ROS 
Se. 4. Theſe Weavers were working for the 
Taberaacle. Weaving then doth not only derive 
from God, but may be ꝝſeſul for God, and that 
in Services which, in the firſt Degree, are accep- 
table to him. The Excellency of a Trade de- 
nves from ics Uletulneſs; the Nobleneſs of it 
from the particular Uſe to which it may be ſer- 
iceable. A Trade can ſerve no higher Uſe 
han that of the Tabernacle. This the Weavers 
rade is here ſerviceable unto, Dur Bodies (ſaith 
he Apoſtle) are Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 1 Cor. 
6. 19. The Temple and Tabernacle differeth 
ot in their End, but in their Foundation only 
ind Ornament. The Temple was fixed, the Ta- 
ernacle moving. The Tabernacle in a more 
tavelling Habit than the Temple. Both Houſes 


for 


a — — 
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the Figure of Chriſt, Jobn 2. Weaving then may 
be ſerviceable unto ihe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yea it 


_ yet 
bat a Curtain for the Lord's 'Tabernacle, certain- 


4 The Art of Weaving ſpiritualized. 
For the Lord God of Iiracl. The Temple is made 


is ſo ſerviceable. Let not the Eunuch ſay, I am a 
dry Tree: Let not the Weaver ſay, I am a poor 
mean Trade. He who in his Trade ſerves the 


higheſt Uſes, may contend with the nobleſt 
Tradeſman; let not the Weaver ſay then, that he 


is of a mean Trade in Iſrael, of a Family lighily 


fleemed of. Kings Servants have no contemp- 


tible Notion. The Dignity of a Trade is not 
beholden to the World's Eſtimate, but to its 
own Uſefulneſs. He that can work for a Ta- 
bernacle, works for the higheſt End. 


Sekt. 5. But there is a Difference yet betwixt 
working for the Tabernacle, and working in the Ta- 
 bernacle : Bezaleel and Aholiab work for it, but 
Aaron and his Sons only muſt work in it : And 10 
Man taketh that Honour to himſelf (ſaith the A- 


poſtle) but he who is called of God as Aaron was. 


Let every Man (ſaich the Apoſtle) abide in the 
Calling to which God hath called him. When I 
conſider the Compolition of the Tabernacle, I 


find there no Work for the Weaver, but in the ma- 
king the fine Linnen, in converting the Mol of- 


fered of Blue, Purple aud Scarlet, or working the 


Goats Hair offered, into Webs, making the Hang- 


| ings for the Court, and the Door of the Court, 


and the Clothes of Service, the holy Garments for 


Aaron the Prieſt, aud for his Sous to miniſter in; 


is not this to be deſpiſed : He that makes 


ly 
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ly hath as high an Office, as he who is but a 
Door-keeper in the Houſe of the Lord, which Da- 
vid preferred before a Dwelling in the Tents of 
WWickedneſs. Surely it is better to make a Gar- 
ment for Aaron, than a Shrine for Diana. The 
loweſt Room in Heaven is Heaven, (ſaith a grave 
Author) though it be but behind the Door. Uz- 
zah muſt not touch the Ark, (tho' a Levite) nor 
Saul, nor Uzziah offer Sacrifices, though both 
great Princes. God's Church is like an Army 
which muſt march in Rank and File : God (faith ! 
the Apoſtle) is a God of Order, and not of Confu- © 
The Weaver ſhall have his Wages work- 
ing for the Tabernacle, though he wears not, 
but only weaves the holy Garments ; if he offers 
not a Bullock, yet he offers a Turtle-Dove and 
young Pigeons, he ſerves the Lord Chriſt, though it 
be not at the Altar; and doth any ſerve him 
for Nothing? 5 | 
Sect. 6. But the Houſe in Shiloh is pulled 
down, and there is no more going up to Gibeon; 
yea there is not one Stone left upon another, either 
in Solomon's, or Zorobabel's, or Herod's Temple; 
the Curtains are rent in Pieces, and the holy 


Garments are worn out, is then the Weavers Trade 


antiquated? Or, is the Uſefulneſs of it for the 
Temple aboliſhed 2 Or, need we to deviſe new 
holy Garments fur Prieſts to intitle them to an Em- 


ployment for God? And muſt Hangings of 
Blue, Purple and Scarlet, again be made n-cefla- 


Ty 2 No ſurely, Know you not (ſaith the Ar:oitle to 
the Chriſtian Corinthians) that your Bodies are 


the 
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the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt; Temples in which 
the Lord dwells, even he who dwells not in Temples 
made with Hands, It the Weaver cannot yet ſee 


himſelf at Work for God's Tabernacles, the Fault 


is in his own Eyes, or in the Luſt of his own 


Heart. He that works for the clothing of the 
Naked, is doubtleſs at Work for God's Taber- 


nacle, nay, for that fixed Temple, which he hath 
ſet up amongſt the Sons of Men; For the poor 
(faich our Lord) yo! have always with you. The 
Weaver that made our Lord's ſeamleſs Coat, un- 
derſtood not what he did, but had a noble Em- 
ployment: That Coat was to cover the Perſon 
who was the Eternal Son of God, but he never 
made more than that one for ſuch an Uſe. Me 
(aich Chriſt) you have not alwayes, He who 
wore that was preſently to put on the Garments 
of Glory; but he that weaves for his Members 


hath a more ſtanding Work for God, and ſo 


ſeems to be more bleſſed in his Employment. 
Our Saviour corrected the devout Woman that 
cried out, Luke 11. 27. Bleſſed is the Womb that 


| bare thee, and the Paps which thou haſt ſucked, by 
+ adding verſe 28, Tea, rather bleſſed are they that 


hear the Word of God, and keep it. Doth any 


think, Bleſled was that Veaver which wove the 


ſeamlef; Coat for him who was his Saviour, who 
was an Inſtrument to clothe him with the Robe 
in which he was to appear before Pontius Pi- 
late, who was to clothe all the Ele& with that 


'\ Garment of Righteouſneſs, in which they are to ap- 


* pear before their Father in Heauen? Surely we 
Ka | may 


may lay, Tea rather bleſſed are they, who are im- 
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ployed, not in making Coverings for the Temple 
that was deſtroyed, and in three Days raiſed up a- 
gain, but for the living Temples of the moſt High 
God ; if indeed, as they prepare Clothing, fo they 
alſo clothe the Naled: I was naked, and ye clothed 
me. Mat. 25. 36. N 28 
Sec. 7. But what is this? God filled them with 


Wiſdom of Heart, to do all Manner of Work, —of © 


the Weaver. How doth the Erernal God humble 
himſelf to behold, not only the Things done in 
the Heavens, but upon the Earth ? Who is like tun- © 
to the Lord who dwelleth on High? (faith the Pſal- 
miſt upon this very Argument) He clotheth the 
Graf of the Field, which to Day is, and to Ir. 
row is caſt into the Oven: And all Fleſh is Graſi, © 
(ſaith the Prophet) this Graſs he clotheth alſo. | 


| How low doth the lofty Eye deſcend? . The 


Wheel is turned upon the Cummin, and the Fitshes 
are not threſhed out with a threſhing Inftrument, but 
beaten out with a Staff. The Bread Corn is bruiſ- 
ed, becauſe he will not be ever threſbing it, nor break 
it with the Mbeel of his Cart, nor bruiſe it with 
Horſemen. This alſo cometh from the Lord of Hoſts. 
Ifa. 28. 28, 29. This! What! This Diſcretion, 
verſe 26. His God doth inftruf# him to Diſcretion, 
and teach him, The Weaver would not have 
known which Way to have faſtned his Harp, or 
ordered bis Hoof, or directed his Shuttle, or mix- 
ed his Yarns, but for a Diſcretion taught bim by 
the Lord of Hoſts, Bleſſed God! How great arc 
thou in all Things? And — greater than in — 
| leaſt 


— —— 
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leaſt of Things. How little do we know thee, or 
conſider thee, who yet art ever at our FingersEnds? | 

What a Meditation this is for ali caver at his Loom! 
Is it the Lord of Hoſts, that influeneeth my 
Hand even in this Moment to throw this Shut- 
tle, and influenceth my Mind with Diſcretion to | 
order theſe Threads, to move theſe ſeveral U- 
tenſils of my Trade, ſo as they ſerve the End 
*which I deſign. What a God do I ſerve, 5 
is preſent with me while I fit here at my 
contemptible Employment, who humbleth — 
ſelf to help me to work, and influenceth me to]; 
work better than my Neighbour? Have I more 
Diſcretion than my Fellow- Labourer in the ſame] 
Chamber? This alſo cometh from the Lord, who is| 
' mighty in Counſel, and wonderful in working. | | 
Sekt. 8. I am therefore (certainly) obliged to 
be humble. It I can invent a new Stuff which a- 
nother cannot (with all his Induſtry) hit upon, Di 
if I can better order my Yarns, my Colours, it} ; 
I can better order my Work, or throw my Shut- 
tle more nimbly, and bring a Piece quicker oftÞ *j 
the Loom; I have no Reaſon to deſpiſe him that ..... 
cannot be ſo quick, or ſagacious as my ſelf; for 
what have I which I have not received from him 
who is mighty in Counſel ? To deſpiſe the dili- 
gent Perſon, or my dull Companion, that is notf pie: 

tiſh, and wiltully negligent in his Work, iss tn: 
but to reproach my Maker; and he was mine as 
well as his: I derived no more of my Soul that 
he did from his Mother, and they are the nim 
bler Exerciſes of * not of my terrene cart 


ly 
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© or lx Part, which diſcovers this Ingenuity. But I 
09s? | pave. infinite Reaſon to be thankful to that God, 
who hath thus given me that Power to get Riches, 
© | which, he hath denied to him that works in the 
hut- | (2me Chamber with me. Certainly I ſtand obli- 
on do ged to do more than others, for that God who 
| U-} bath done more for me than for others of my 
End on Trade. 8 This common Gift obligeth me 

to ſpeeial Duty, becauſe it is not common to 
poor me with all, though it be common to me with o- 
him- ] thers who never taſted ſpecial and diſtinguiſh- 
ne to] ing Grace. | oY 3 i 
more] Fect. 9. Now what ſhould the JPeavers do 
ſame more ? Doubtleſs love, honour, ſerve that God 
vho 18 more; but theſe are Generals. Of old the firſt 
I Fruity were to be offered unto the Lord: To ds 
ed Of Good, and to diſtribute (ſaith the Apoſtle) forget 
ich a- not; for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 
upon, Diſtributions fall under the two Notions of feed- 
urs, it] ing the Hungry, and clothing the Naked, The lat- 
Shutter of theſe directly reterred to the Weavers 
Trade. I have heard, that a late learned Law- 
yer in this Nation, during his whole Life, 
If; forf would lay aſide every teath Fee for pious and 
m himf charitable Uſes. Our Law obligeth the Law- 
yer to give .his Pains to him or her that will 
| picad in forma pauperis. If you can think of no- 
thing elſe whereby to ſhew your Gratitude to 


nan ver in your Eye. This is to honour God with 
your Subſtance, and with your Increaſe ; your In- 
ercaſe lyeth in meking Cnthig for the * 

| * a et 


God, yet this you cannot over-look becauſe e- 
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Let your Friends, when your are gone, be able | 


(as the Friends of Dorcas) to bring forth the 
- Clothes, which, when alive, ſhe had made for the 


Poor. Let me tell you, That God is the beſt | 


Merchant you can part with a Piece of Stuff to; 
he indeed ſometimes takes Day to ſee if his Wea- 


vers can truſt him, but, as he pays certainly, 


ſo he pays to the beſt Profit: He that caſts his 
Bread upon many Waters, ſhall after many Days find 
it; and ſo ſhall he that throws a Piece of Cloth 
or Stuff there. He ſhall find it in that Day, when 
God ſhall ſay to them on his right Hand, I was 
naked, and ye clothed me. 5 


Seks. 10. But if I muſt be filled with the J V, 


dom of God, to work all Manner of Vork of the 
PTVeaver; if this cometh from the Lord, then 
much more to work any ſpiritual /Vork. If there 
muſt be a ſpecial Influx of Providence, beyond 


what ordinary Souls ot Workmen have, (pofſeſ-| ' 
ſed of an Underſtanding and Will of the ſame 


5 with mine) upon me, to make me a bettet 
Workman, to invent a new Piece of Stuff, to 


judge of its Acceptableneſs to People the next 


Lear, better than another of the ſame Trade 
with me, that hath the ſame Underſtanding and 


Win that I have. What an Influence of God] 


muſt it require to perform a ſpiritual Service 
that ſhall be acceptable urto God? Cannot I 


mix my Colours as I would? And may I repent] . 


or believe if I will? Ir is not in my Power to 
make a Piece of Stuff, of which I have the Pa 
tern which lies before me, and for which I * 
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the Materials? Ang is it in my Power to do 
an Action truly and ſpiritually good, though 
I have Patterns before me, though I have 
the ſame rational Soul, that he hath that 
doth it? He that denieth diſtinguiſhing ſpiri- 
tual Habits, referring to truly ſpiritual Acts, will 
be forced to acknowledge a diſtinguiſhing com- 
mon Gift given to the MVeaver and not to ano- 


ther; the one can invent, the other cannot; the 


one can judge better, whether a Piece of Stuff 
will next Year take: the one can do his Work 
more neatly, and acceptably to every Eye. Man 
hath not his Will ſo far free, that though he 


- hath learned his Trade, and would fain invent 


and judge, and mix his Colours, and work up, 
and off his Ware as well as another; yea, tho 
he hath the ſame Yarns, he cannot do it. Let 
then the Arminian go and diſpute with the /Vea- 
ver, and firſt make him believe, That he may 
invent as happily as his Neighbour, and make as 
good Work as he if he will; let him tell him, 
that the Reaſon why he doth it not, is not na- 
tural but moral Impotency, becauſe he cannot pre- 


| vail with himſelf to be willing to do it; will 


not the Experience of every poor induſtrious 
VVeaver confute him? Surely the Experience of 


a Chriſtian, as to Actions truly ſpiritually and 
formally good, will confute him much more. 

Seki. 11. What an Argument alſo is this for 
Contentation with the Lot which God hath given 
us, and the Station in the World which he hath 
but 2 

great 


willed us to take * The World is 


| | great Army, ſet in Rank and 
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ile, by the Lord, 
the Lord of Hoſts: What if one be a Lieute- 


nant-General, others Colonels, and Captainsy' and 


Commiſſion-Officers in it, and others be bat Mili- | 


tes gregarii, ordinary common Soldiers; it is the 
Great General that hath ordered the one, and 
the other to their Stations, and hath firted the 
one and the other for their Works. What if 
God will have the Princes, the Nobles, the 
Judges, to fit all Day on the Throne of Judg- 


ment, and to imploy themſelves in cutting out 


right to every Man, whiles he willeth me to fit 
in my Loom, and imploy my ſelf all the Day 
in throwing the Shuttle; we both are influen- 
ced by the ſame Spirit. On them -reſts the 


Spirit of Miſdem and Judgment; on me alſo 


(in my Model) the Spirit of Wiſdom, from 
whence I work the Work of the Meaver. As 1 


am influenced by God tomy Work, as well as thoſe | 


that take up higher Stations, and aſſiſted by 


God in it; ſo I have alſo an Opportunity in it, 
to ſhew myſelt ſervic:able to God, ſerviccable} 


to my Generation. Ihe Magiſtrates Work is 
to defend; the rich Man's Work is to teed; 


mine is to clothe the Naked. I can pra; for a 
Bleſſing upon my Loom, becauſe it works for] 


the neceſſary Uſes of Mankind. Do I work in 
a lower Orb than ſome others do? Ye: I ſerve 


no lower Maſter; I work for no lower End than] 


they do. Let not the YVeaver ſay then, My 
Family is poor in Iſrael, my Trade is lightly e- 


ſtcemed of, Fools te Things by a. 
and 


' 
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of God than the Butterfly. 


ny other Inſcct. 
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and ſacrifice their Judgments to vulgar Applauſe. 
Wiſe Men judge according to Reality. Can 


that Trade be contemptible, which the wiſe 
God learneth us, in which the 


Spirit of God aſ- 
ſiſteth us, and which ſerveth one of the great- 
eſt Uſes of the Sons of Men? If therefore thou 
beeſt bred no higher than to be a /Veaver, yet 
be therewith content. Paul had learnt to beyſo. 
in every State. Let thy Mind abide. in that 
Calling to which the Lord hath called you; 


ſay not, O if I bad been-a Merchant, if I had 


been a Draper, c. They hoth derive from thee ; 

and the Spirit of I d m, to work all Manner of 
Work, even that of the Meaver, doth tar more 
viſibly work in thee, than in the one or the o- 


ther of them: There is far leſs Wiſdom exer- 


ciſcd by them, in proportioning Pieces, in contri- 


ving advantagious Trauſy tatioas, than in thy In- 


vention of thy Stuff, mixing and contriving thy _ 
Yarns, c. The Spider certainly ſhews us more 
The Silkworm is 2 


far greater Miracle of Divine Wiſdom, than a- 


The POEM. 


© Then reſt my Soul; thou haſt enough : 


* Thou ſerveſt God in weaving Stuff. 


Thou ſerveſt, and may'ſt ſerve him more, 


« Clothing the good, but naked, Poor. 
* Thou ſerveſt Men; and ſerv'ſt them in 
Employment, where thou ſcrv'lt not Sin 3 


wo , 


Thou ferveſt not their Luxury, 
e Bur only their Neceſſitiixy. 
I Tis not my Work t' improve a Mine, 
Making Diana 's Silver-ſhrine ; 

Nor to make Ribbons, no, nor Lace, 
Nor Patches for a Wanton's Face; 
Lor any idle Inſtrument 
* Of Pride, which Men may better want. 
« If Stuffs may be abuſed too, | 
* That Taylors, and not Weavers, do. 
| The Weaver is no low-born Trade, 

* © Spiders by God at firſt were made. 
{ © "Tis God that giveth a wiſe Heart 
*  ©@ To me, to work the Weavers Art. 


© Bleſt Lord! Let me a Weaver be, 
80 I may weave a Piece for thee. 

| - 
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3 CHAP. IL 


The Weavers Materials : Wool, Silk, Hair, 
Hemp, Flax, Cotton, ec. IT 


De MEDITATIONS. * 
Se. 1. THE NVeavers Trade is of great 
LK Anriquity, yet not coevous to the 
Fall of Adam; that firſt indeed diſcovered Na- 
| Hedneſs, (which makes the Uſefulneſs of this 
” Art) but the Art was not diſcovered aſſoon as 
Same made a Neceſſity of Clothes. oO farſt 
= | arents 


Preu therefore ſaith no mare than that they 
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Parents firſt ſewed Fig- — together, and — 
hemſelves Aprons. 2 3. 7. or ſomething. 

vird about them. Here God. himſelf was -y 
VVeaver, and Adam and Eve were their own 
Taylors, We know not the Dimenſion of the 
rees, Or Leaves, or Fruits of thoſe fruitful-Pla- 
es: But (be it what it will) the Protection a 
ig- leaf could give, muſt neceſſarily be very or- 
linary, and the Covering very ſcant. The He- 


15 


made Garments, covering thoſe Parts which 


Nature teachethaus to hide. The Extremities — 


f Cold and Hent, which Sin had now made 


| Inore afflictive, and the faſt coming-up of the 


horns and Thiſtles, to which the Earth (for 
Man's Sake) was quickly condemned, ſoon dif- 
vvered Need of better Clothes than Fig-Trees 
ould afford. When weaving certainly began is 
ard to ſay ; but, if what ſome would have, one 


pft the Daughters of Lamech began it, it muſt be 


dy that Time the World had been 1651 Years 

Being. Be that as it will, we know within 
thouſand Years after, Bez aleel and Aholiab were 
tilled in it. We know, that in the Taber- 
acle were Curtains of fine tuined Linnen, Blue, 
Purple and Scarlet, which certainly refer to 
oollen. We _—_ alſo there were Curtains of Goats 
Hair. Exod. 26. Of Silk indeed we read 
othing, that I *. till Proverbs 31. Ir 
hould ſeem by ſome of the Roman Hiſtorians, 
it was a rare Commodity 284 Years after 
ur Saviour: Aurelian therefore the 9 

woul 


1. 
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would wear no Clothes, whoſe Warp and Woof [+ 
were both Silk; fot (ſaith my Auther) a Pound 
of Silk” was then of the ſamen Walue with a 
Pound of Gold. It was 555 Years: after Chriſt | 
before any great Plenty ot Silk was diſcovered 
in Burope. Procopims tells ns, We were then be- 
holdeht to two Monks for it, who brought 
ſome Silk-worms Eggs from the Indies to Ju- 
ftfiian the Emperour. The Uſe of the other 
Materials was mueh more ancient. Temp, Flax, 
and Cotton-wool, are Vegetablen: V'Wol, Sill,: and 
Hair are the Product of ſenſiviverCreatures./The | 
whole Creation is made uf kings thatharef / 
a mere Being; ſuch are the Mkments, Stars, c.] tba 
or ſuch Things as hare Life, and no more ad- 
ded to Being; ſuch are all Vegetables, Plants, 
Ec. or ſuch as to Being and Lite, have alſo Senſe} 
added; and therefore are called Senfitives : Such 
are all Beaſts, whether thoſe that have four Feet 
or more, ſuch are Sheep, Goats, Worms, Flies, 
and all Inſects; or ſuch as have Being, Lite, 
and Senſe, and Reaſon alſo ; ſuch is Man. T 
Angels are a noble Part of the Creation too, andf The 
have Being, Life and Reaſon, but not Senſe inf Year 
that Manner as Man, who exereiſeth the Fa- Sheer 
eulties of his Soul by bodily: Organs, which he m 
they want. Two of thoſe great Hoſts of Godf E. 
contribute, and prove little enough to coverſ the 
Man's Nakedneſs. The Hoſt of Vegetables afford 
Hemp, Flax and Cotton; the Senfitives Wool, Hai 
and Flax: Both would hide Man's Shame: Mar 
hath eaten of the Tree of forbidden F _ 
| etl 
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oof lieth naked ax bis Tent. The Devils mock. him 
und I in his lapſed Eſtate. The Senſiti vet and Hege= | 
h a | tables join together, to bring him wheremwith ro 
\riſt | cover. his Shame. - The paar Vorm ſpins herſelf 
red | to Death; For him the Sheqpealſts her Coat, the 
be- | Goats and Camel. ſuffet themſclves to be elipped; 
ght It the Tree ſends out Cottobn-VVool; the Plants 
Ju- grow and die. How doth! the whale · Creation 
ther | freely ſerve him, wha can hardly find au Heart 
ax, to ve his, or their — 


Kal. 2. Thou haſt * the Pſalmiſt) made 
him to have Daminion over the VVorks of thy Hands, 
c. thaw haſt put all Things under his Feet: Plal. 8. 6. 
Ihäcahoſe which metely.have Being, are at his 
ants, Sommand, or under his! Feet, is plain: He 
Senſetitagetirupon the Earth, he turns the Water this or 
Suchl that May, as ſerveth his Concern, he lets in, or keeps 
Feerſ aut the Air. But ſee alſo the Vegrtables and Sen- 
lies,] tives ſerving him. The Sheep — the Shearers 

iſe is dumb, Other Beaſts are patiently ſpoiled of 
their Hair. The Hemp and Flax ate pilled. 
1g] T he Cotton-tree is content to loſe its Iſſue every 
in Year, that Man might be clothed. Ti Oc, the 
Sheep, and either of their Ot-ſpring dies chat 
he might be red; ſo do the feathered Fowl! and 
Fiſh. At what a Rate, to the Conſumption of 
the Creation, doth Man live? When temp- 
ting our Saviour, they brought to him a Que- 
a ſtion, Is it lawful to pay Tribute to Cæſat, or i it 
xot? He calls for a Piece of Coin, and queri- 


eth whoſe * and Image it bare? Tl 2 
ay 
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ſay umo l Cæſar . Mark our Lord's Applica: 
tion Rowdey therefore unto Cæſar the Things thath® of 
are Caffar's, and unto God the Things that are God By 
Doth the YYeaver Diſpute, whether he ſhould|«« q; 
pay his Homage to God, yea or no? Let him look] of 
upon the Parcel ot Hair, Vol, Silk, Hemp, Flax, Crea 
Cotton, which being firſt twiſted into Yarn, heſ 1. A 
by and by faſteneth to his Loom, and ſay, Wheſel1, I. 
Image and Superſcription is here? His own Heart 3. þ 
muſt make him Anſwer, God's. It is not in the mad 
Power of all the Sons of Man to make one off in tl 
theſe Things; and out of theſe he gets his Live- then 
lihood, and in the Uſe of theſe Things he andſpern 
Thouſands of others live. How reaſonable af for u 
Thing is it, that he ſhould ſerve that great Lordi its 
Tho makes thus his whole Creation to ſerve him and 
It is his Yol, his Hair, his Flax, his Hemp, hiꝗ Nak 
Sill, that the Weaver uſeth: Were there hot A yerir 
God in the World there could have been nb ſuch The 
Things. Surely then he ſhould not live wirhouf ſion, 
4 God in the /Vorld. If there be a God thai and 
loadeth us with his Benefits; there is a God tqzbe 5 
receive our Himages; with what a thankful mad. 
Heart ſhould the Veaver faſten his Materials ot tt 
to his Loom? With what Fear ſhould he wall jecte. 
Jeſt he ſhould provoke God to recover at hiſ ſinfu 
Hand his V/V/ool, and his Flax, which he hath gif{Luſt: 
ven 1 to cover our Nakedneſs ? Hoſea 2. 9. bequ 

| 5 Sell. 3. The whole Creation ( faith the Aftenar 
* poftle, Romans 8. 22.) groaneth and travelleti The 
© in Pain until now. Ver ſe 20. It was made ſub{Nak 
< je& to Vanity, not willingly, but by Rea fl Man 
» ren 
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 thath® of him vb hath ſubjected the ſame in Hope. 
Jod Becauſe it ſhall be delivered from the Bon- 
zould}< dage of Corruption into the gloriaug Liberty 
ook! of the Sons of God.” P. Martyr ſaith, The 
Flax,[| Creature is ſubjected Ito a four - fuld. Vanity. 
n, heſ 1. As for Man's Service it is wearied with a day- 
Tpaſeſ ty. Labour. 2. As it is puniſped for Man's Error. 
Leatt 3. As it ſuffers together with Man. 4. As it is 
a theſ made ſubje& to Max's Luſt. God hath put ic 
ne olf in the three firſt mentioned Subje&ions, and in 
Live-them acts effectively, as to the laſt he acteth but 
andi permiſſively. The Si/k-worm ſpinneth,and dyeth 
ble A tor us in Compaſs of a few Weeks Space ; there's 
LordJits Vanity. The Plant grows up. and dies, 
him and rots for. us, to make us Threeds for our 
p, hiꝗ Nakedneſs. The Beaſt parts with its oun Co- 
not A vering for us; there's a Part of their Vanity. 
) ſuciſ They have to none of theſe a natural Propen- 
it houſ ſion, but God hath ſubjected them in Hope, 
thai and they are patiently ſubject; the Sheep before 
dd tothe Shearer openeth not its Mouth. But Man hath 
inkfuf made ic ſubject to a greater Vanity than any 
erialJof theſe. God created theſe Things and ſub- 
walkJje&ed them to ſerve our Neceflities; tis Man, 
at hiy ſinful Man, that hath made them to lacquey his 
th gi Luſts and Corruptions. The Silk-worm never 


bequeathed the ſpinning. of its Life for the Main- 

he Aftenance of Pride, and Hindrance of good Works. 
ſelleti The Sheep never yielded its Wool to cover the 
e ſub Nakedneſs of the Earth, bur the Nakedneſs of 
.caſofMan. This is one Way by which we make e- 
* dIven God himſelf to ferve with our . 
42 is 


Thing, to receive what a poor Worm hath vo- 


' Aſhes, and that our Silks remove us from out 
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This is one Thing which makes ther Creatigth Au 
groan Mt the Day of »Ffudgment, Rom. B. 22. Be capal 
| Gauſe - Ball then be delivered from this Bondage but it 
ff ills: 43 3:2... we 
Sr 4viBur yet amechibks the Difference of Ears 
the LV, Materials ſpeak ſome Order, which 
is God ii. Amongſt Men Yol is coarſe _ 
than Silk, Hair is a Medium betu ixt them both, pi 
Heip is *grofler than Flax, and Cotton again is -"% 
detwixt them both. Our Saviour Matthew, 11 And 
8. allows a ſoft Raiment, to them that are in W 
Kings Houſes. There are ſome whom God him- » 
ſelt covers with Silk, and fine Linnen, and broide- Fj. bg 
red Pork. Ezekiel 16. 13. God dath no more Flax, 
will a levelling for Clothes, than Orders of Per- 0. 
ſous or Eſtates. The Silk-worm is God's Crea-E 5 
ture as well as the Goat, Sheep, Camel, Badger, 2 2 
&c. and created for Man's Uſe. The virtuous 8 
Woman may cover her ſelf with Silk; and Purple.) Je 
| Proverb. 31. 20, 22, Theſe Things may be up- . 
on our Backs, ſo they be not in our Hearts; ett 


and certainly the Heart of Man is too noble 2 f Ta 


mired out from het Intrails. - Mind not high Things | _ 
ſaith the Apoſtle ; let others (if they pleaſe) by["*_* 
our Silk, know the Station which God hath wil-[**<* 
led us to take up in the World above them; — 
but let us ſtill remember we are but Duſt and — 


cnet 


Neighbours, but ſome few Steps as to exter- N 


nal Order: They are the ſame Fleſh and Blood 
| with us, and have Souls of the ſame Species 
3 equally 
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tion equally ordained to an Eternity, and cha! 
Bel capable of a bleſſed Erernivy.! Silk is {lawful; 
day, but it muſt be uſed lawfully. Whether Domus ever 
© wore any or no, I cannot tell; but whoevet wear 
Ait, will be concerned, that others may, like her 
dich Executrices, Acts 9. 39. be able to ſhew the 
arſerl Cots and Garments which they have made fot 
uche Poor. If filken Garments eat. up our A- 
Otte) pility for Charity, the Suk- worm groans for-it, 
n Sand is by it put in Bondage to Cortuption: 
And certainly ſome Order is to be obſerved al- 
Buro. God had never provided us Wool and Halr 
1:4. [5 well as Silk, Cotton and Hemp as well as 
Flax, if he had not intended ſome Difference 


More]. 


Per-Iin our Habits according to our Stations. AS 


0 — it is an ugly Sight to ſee Princes go on Foot, and 
= Servants riding on Horſe-back ; ſo tis no very 
— omely Spectacle to ſee the Servant ride Cheeck 
= ments devour our good Works; and God hath 
arts; 
ble 2 
h vo- 
[ hings 
e) by 
1 wil- 
hem ; 


ot forbidden them. It is noted of Henry II. King 


vear Silk-ſtockens, though then in Uſe in his 
Nation. Let us not nouriſh high Opinions of 


ence which the Providence of God hath made 
mongſt Men, as to the Place he wills they 


d nd hould take up in the World, and they may be 


7orn innocently : But the Weaver is not con- 
zrned here; he may weave it, let others take 
red how they uſe it, © 


n our 
exter- 
Blood 


Species 


dur ſelves, let them be uſed. to ſhew the Diffe- 


qually 3 . 


by Joul with his Maſter. Let not coſtly Gar- s 


pt France, that he could never be perſwaded to 


. 


forth; it groweth up by Degrees, being fed with 


| Fleſh, dwell amongſt 


2 Creature, than which, whether 
he Creation aftotds aught more ſtupendions, I 
cannot ſay. In the Spring it is a little Grain, 
or Seed, hardly exceeding the Quantity 
ot a ſmall Pin's- Head, it is enlivened by a 
ſttange Generation in its Time, about the Sea- 
ſon that the Mulberry-Tree beginneth to ſhoot 


the Leayes of Mulberries, till having done its 
Work and ſpun out its Bottom, ic vomiteth it out 
of its Mouth, and ſoon after (having firſt caſt 
its Seed) dies. Men wind off this Silk thus 
made, and weave it into a Web, and of this? 
are made the moſt coſtly, and ornamental Gar-ſ/oſct 
ments; who hath deſpiſed the Day of ſmall Things? this 
How great is God in the little Things of Na- 7 
ture? Yea, in the leaſt, greateſt? Merhinks,this}, I. 
Worm repreſents to_ us Chriſtians, our Lord and hath 
Saviour; how little was he in the Day whereing®? 3 
he was born? How did he nothing himſelf his, o 
(To uſe the Apoſtle's Expreſſion) He made bim. or th 
ſelf of no- Reputation. How was he enlivened in lifted 
to an humane Lite by a ftrange Generation . 
Ho little a While did he, when he had taken Gold 
ung 6? What was his Meal The 
and Drink while he lived here, but to feed onfwiy 
the Mulberry- tree of the divine Lau, firſt planted) ? | 
in Sinai ? To do his Father's VVil, which when leec 
he had done, he died, leaving us a Righreouſueſ$Ne ( 
t 
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vin- to cover our Nakedneſs, a gloriom Robe with which 
al we may appear in the Houſe of the King of 
Pro- Glory? But as Man hath ſomething to do be- 
ther} fore the Silk-worm's Legacy will be uſeful for 
him ; ſo hath the Chriſtian that will be cloth- 
ed with this ik and broidered Garment. The 
Silk-worm leaves the Silk upon the Cod, Men 
may negle&t or uſe it as they pleaſe; even 
| Chriſt's Righteouſneſs profiteth none without 
Faith. *Tis true we have no Web to make, no 
Woof to add te this Warp, (as Papiſts do in 
their linſey-woolſey Righteouſneſs) but we muſt 
put it on, and we mult walk therein - 
Se. 6. Whence is this Wool, which twiſted 
into Yarn, I am faſtning into my Loom or Shut- 
tle? Was it not the Covering of the Sheep, that 
Gar-l!oſeth its Coat to make Man a Covering? As 
ings i this Sheep before its Shearers was dumb, ſo opened 
Na- my Lord his Mouth. 
s this}, 1. Lord! What is vain Man proud of > What 
1 andfÞath he on his Back but a Coat that was up- 
\ercin{92 2 pitiful Sheep's Back, before it came upon 
nſclf his, or the Product of a Silk-worm's Excrements, 
im. lor the Clippings of a Camel? Why are they ſo 
ed in lifted up for their chaugeable Suits of Apparel and 
tion $0rnaments ? Are their Clothing of Silver and 
taken Cold ? It is yet but a Covering of thick Clay. 
Mead The Sheep, when it had it on, was meek and 
ed onfwly ; how comes Man to be proud and haugh- 
My 2 What hath made the Difference between 2 
Fleece of Wool, and a Piece of gay Stuff, or 
ine Cloth, but the * of ſome poor Men? 


2. This © 


24 The Art of Weaving ſpiritualized. 
2. This Sheep before the: Shearers opened not it; 
Mouth; it knew not but it was going to the 
Shambles, it underſtood not that it was going 
to be ſhorn for the Uſe of Men, yet it opened 
not its Mouth. Upon this Account Chriſt was 
alſo compared to a Sheep. He indeeed knew, 
that he was going to be offered as a Sacrifice 
for us, to lay down his Life for us, that we 
might have a Righteouſneſs through him ; Tet 
be (ſaith the Prophet, and twice repeats it) - 
pened not his Mouth. What Patience ſhould it 
learn us in the Time of God's Sheep-ſhearing: 
Tis true, our Wool will make no Garments for 
naked Souls, but it will be encouraging to fear- 
ful and faint-hearted Chriſtians. The Sheep is 
ſhorn that ir may bear Wool againſt the next 
and further Years. Oh! Let us remember that 
= alſo are purged that we may bring forth more 
ruit. 
Sec. 7. But whence hath this V Vool this _ 
Strength? Nothing more feeble than a ſingle vv 
Hair of Wool in the Fleece. Every Child cane, 
pull a Lock of Wool in Pieces, how comes it 
to be ſo ſtrong in Yarn, and much ſtronger when 
it is woven into Cloth or Stuff? Ir is nothing 
but the twiſting of the Hairs or Threeds to- 
gether. O! How good a Thing it is for Brethren 
zo drcell together in Unity? Pſalm 134. 7. The 
dying Father's Children could cafily break the 
Arrows given them ſingly, but the Sheaf they 
could not break, though there were nothing in 
the dSheat but the ſingle Anows. Vis unita for- 
| £20Y, 
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5 Þ ior. The VPeaver's Yarn and his V Veb, both 
learn him the great Leflon of brotherly Love, 
and cannot but afford him this Meditation, How 
ſtrong were Chriſtians, were they but all united in 
Love. They are all contending for Truth in their 
Ws ſeveral different Forms, and little Paths of Religi- 
on; but why ſhould they not, as the Apoſtle 
would have them, aXySev «y £ ayory, Speak 
the Truth, and contead for the Truth, and yet in 
) of Love? The Church of God will never be per- 


| ie fectly terrible like an Army with Banners, till 
ns Love be the Colours. The Croſs hath been in 


her Enſigus a long Time, but it hath been in 
a bloody Field. _— . 
Set. 8. How many differing Acts have been 
done to this Yarn, betore it comes to the State 
wherein it is, yet more muſt be done before it 
will be a Covering for Men and V Vomen: Ir 
muſt be faſtned to a Loom and to a Shuttle, 
the V Varp and V Voot muſt be united by the 
V Veaver's Induſtry, it muſt then be dyed, preſt, 
ſealed, Cc. before it is fit for a Market; what 
2 VVork here is! How many Hands are buſt- 
ed to repair but one Influence of the Fall of A. 
dam, to cover that bodily Nakedneſs which that 
unhappy Day diſcovered? But how much more 
muſt be done to provide that in the Great Day 
ff the Lord, the Son of Adam may not walk 
aked? Man is but the V Veaver in the Cafe. 
hriſt indeed hath provided him Materials, the 
Vool is trom him who was as the dumb Sheep 
„Petore the Shearers ; yea, he was as the V Vea- 

33 S 2 : yer 


vided us Silk, fine Linnen, &c. And for thoſe 
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ver too. All was finiſhed in Point of Satisfacti- dra 
on when he gave his laſt Groan upon the Croſs; _en 
and as to that Man hath nothing to do but to 95 : 
put it on; but yet even that Garment muſt be * 
put on, nor is it ever truly put on, without a-. 
nother alſo of divers Colours. VVe muſt alſo 
be clothed with Humility, put on Charity, 
15 Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, forgiving and forbear- y | 
ing one another. Chriſt indeed hath merited 800 
ſor his Ele& the Habits of Grace, which adorn 


the Saints, but the Acts and Exerciſe of them 4 7 
are ours in his Strength. Gr a 


Sect. 9. I cannot, in the Variety of the Wea- 
ver's Materials, but read © how good a God wel : 
* have, who doth not only conſult and provide 5 
<* for our Neceſſities, but our Eaſe, and the Ac- 
„ comodation'of our Infirmities.” If the large 
Heart of our God could have ſatisfied it ſel 
in ſhewing Love to his Creatures, by giving ther 
Neceſſaries, it had been enough for him to have 
fitted the V Vorld with Sheep, and have afforc 
ed us a little coarſe V Vool that would have 
covered our Nakedneſs, and ſecured us from 
the Violence of V Veather, and is moſt prop: 
for it; but this would have have been hatſh to 
our tender Skins: He therefore affords us Hemp 
and Flax, which better ſuit them for inwarc 
Garments. V Vool would have kept us warn 
but in Summer too warm: He hath therefore pre 


whoſe Purſes will nor reach ſo far, he hath prc 
vided us finex VV ools, taught the 2 0 
* * | | > | ( | a" 
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draw it into finer Threeds, and the V Veaver to 
bring it into a finer VVeb: Nay, he hath not 
only provided us for Neceſſity and Delight, but 
for Ornament alſo: With what a liberal Hand 
doch his Bounty give to us? Shall we now be nar- 
row-hearred towards him? Shall we enquire on- 
ly for the leaſt Degree of Grace, (abating on- 
ly for Hours of 'Femptations) for a leaſt of 
good Works which may evidence Grace > Look 
and fee it God thus deals with us; we have 
Food and Raiment tor our Delight as well as 
for Neceflity. Nay, let us {trive that all active 
Grace may. abound in us, that we be rich 
in good Works, as ail kind of Grace from God 
doth abound ro us. It there be a VVork ot 
Supererogation to be done, ſurely we ſtand o- 
bliged to do it: Let us never ask, whether we 
have not done enough for God; but ſtill, whe- 
her there be no more to be done for him ? 
Doth not God think it enough to clothe our 
akedneſs, but he will delight us with our 
Clothes, he will adorn us in Clothing? Let not 
us think it enough to profeſs, but let us make 
It our Buſineſs ro adorn our Profeſſion, and the 
Doctrine of Clriſt. Let us not only pleaſe God, 
Put labour to come up to that ot the Spouſe; 

dt which Chriſt ſaith, Thou haſt raviſhed my 
Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe, thou haſt ra- 
viſhed my Heart with one of the Chains a- 
bout thy Neck. © e 


C 3 The 


_ © His Fleece our Covering muſt be. 


“ To ſerve their End, and ſhall not we? 
' * While thus they are in Bondage to [ Rom. 8.21. 


8 


9 
4 > 


To cover him! The Sheep be ſhorn, 
The Hemp, and Flax be ſown, and ſpring, 


* Unto our Luſts; let them alone 


* And Frailty too: Who thus doth pleaſe 


* 
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The POEM. 


* How naked lyes Man in his Tent, 


4 When all theſe Creatures muſt be ſpent 
* And Cotton from the Plant be torn ; 


« And die, and rot ; The Silk-worm brings 
« Her Contribution too, and all 
« Too ſhort to cover Adam's Fall. 

ce The Lamb of God muſt alſo die; 


«© How doth the whole Creation pay 

« Their Homage to us every Day! 

* Oh! Do we pay our Homage thus, 
* To him that made both them and us? 


4 Shall Sheep, and V Vorms, and Plants be free 


* Our Frailty, let them not be fo 


* Serving our lawful Uſe's Groan. 
e Mean V Vhile, how bounteous is he, 
V Vho ſatisfies Neceſſity, . 


Us both for Needs, and alſo Eaſe! 
* For Ornament and Honour, all 
f But what the Scripture Sin doth call! 
Lord let me never narrowed be 
{: In Heart, for ſuch a God as thee. 


CHAP 
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CHATL Wm - 


e Mieaver either buyeth his Silk raw, his Wool, 
his Cotton, Hair, Hemp, Flax; or buyeth his 

15» Yarn, or Threed made of all or any of theſe; 
Some of which he ſcoureth, he mixeth his Colours, 
ſorteth his Tarns,then he fitteth it on to his Beam. 


_ The ME DITATIO NS. 

ect. 1. THE VVeaver is like to Solomon's 

3 virtuous Woman, who eateth not 

the Bread of Idleneſs. Prov. 3 1. 27. His Hands 

| Fare not idle: And therefore his Houſe in Proba- 

bility will not drop through. Eccl. 10. 18. In the 

free gweat of thy Face thou ſhalt eat thy Bread; per- 

haps we mifcall it when we call it, The firſt 

Curſe. The Earth indeed was curſed for Man's 
Sake, Gen. 3. 17. But whether Man in his lap- 

ſed Eſtate was curſed or bleſſed, by having a 

Law of Labour laid upon him, I much queiti- 

on; had it been a Law of Idleneſs, it had been 

la moſt certain Curſe; for the lapſed Soul of 

ſe Man being alienated from God, had it not been 
ſet to V Vork, would doubtleſs have worſe im- 

I ployed it felt. It I would fer a Man into the 

1 [Road to Hell, I would (as ro many (ah wo- 

ful!) Parents) breed him up to have noching 

to do. Our V Veavers Soul hath no Leiſure to 

AP reſt, he is always buying, or ſcouring, or ſor- 


wh 


1 


21 0 


30 The Art of Weaving ſpiritualized. 

ting, or mixing, or preparing his Loom, or wor- 
king in it. Poſſibly Men may deſpiſe it as a 
low Employment, but certainly better than 
Drinking, and Gaming, and working Iniquity 
with Greedineſs: He is not at Leiſure to be a- 
mong the ſimple Ones, nor doth his Employment 
direct him to the Tourh that are without Un- 


 derſtanding; and it Solomon s virtuous V Voman 


was not degraded, but deſcribed by her laying 


her Hand to the Spindle, and holding the Di- 


ſtaff, Prov. 31. 19. I underſtand not what Blot 
the Beam, and the Shuttle, and the Treddles, 
make in the Weavers Scutcheon. 
Sef. 2. Let us go out with the VVeaver 
to his Market, we find him there buying his 
Materials, V Vool, Yarn, Silk, &c. according to 
his particular Occupation. Buy he muſt, raw, 
or wrought; for he that cannot make an Hair 
. of his own Head white or black, can much leſs 
make a Hair either on his own Head, or on the 
| Sheep or Camels Back. It were certainly more 
eaſie to make a Quality than a Subſtance. Crea- 
tion is all God's V Vork, he can make the Sheep 
to bring forth V Vool, the Goats and Camels 
Skins to ſend forth Hairs; Man cannot make 


one Hair, not one ſmall Threed of Silk. What 
a pitiful Thing vain proud Man is in Power, 


that cannot give a Being to the leaſt Thing in 
Nature! Hath he, think we, a Power to make 
all Things become neu, that cannot make one 
new? Can he make the mew Creature by his 
own Power, that is not able to create the moſt 

minute 


the Market-Bell; Iſaiah 55. 2. Come buy, and 
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minute Creature? Can he make himſelf a Nl, 
of Righteouſneſs, wherein to ſtand before God, that 
cannot give a Being to a Lock of VVool ? 
Surely as to a State of Righteouſneſs, or any 
Habits of Grace, he muſt alſo, before he can 
work any Thing which will be acceptable in 

zod's Sight, go to him who hath himſelf rung 


eat, —without Money and without Price. Rev. 3, 


118. [counſel thee to buy of me—white Rayment, that 


thou mayeſt be clothed, and all this without Mo- 


ney and Price. 


Se. 3. How cheap is the Grace ef God that 
bringeth Salvation! VVithout Money and without 
Price, (ſo runs the Proclamation) it is the Gift of 
the HOLY GHOST: And the Apoſtle hath 
taught us, that nothing of that Nature can be 
bought with Simon-Magns his Money. It were 
ill called a Gift, if it muſt be purchaſed ;' I can- 


not buy a Pack of Wool, nor a Bail of Silk, nor 


2 little Hemp, or Flax, or Hair, without Mo- 
ney ; but I may buy Chriſt, his Grace, his Glo- 
ry without Money, and withiut Price. Thereis no 
going to the Market without Money, buc I may 
go to Chriſt, I may have Heaven without par- 
ring with any Thing, unleſs what is better par. 


ted with than kept. I find by Experience, that 


my Materials for my Trade are bought too dear ; 
I work them out and loſe by it, I labour for 
nothing, and ſpend my Money, and my Strength 
in vain: But did ever any ſay he had ſerved 
God in vain, and waited upon him for =—_—_ 2 
hr1 
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Chriſt will exchange his Grace for my Luſts; 
his Glory for my vile Aﬀe&ions: Surely the 
dear Price of my Ware ſhould inhance the Stu- 
dy of Heaven, and heavenly Things in my Soul. 
It Wares in the Market be dear, it is my Com- 
fort, I can have Heaven better cheap. | 


Sect. 4. But what Need ſo many VYords to 4 


Bargain? In fo much chaffering is there no 
ſinning? Solomon thought otherwiſe, Prov. 10. 


19, Iz a Multitude of VVords there wanteth not 


Sin; but he that refraineth his Lips is wiſe. Tis 
true poſſibly herè are no God-damu-mees, (we are 
amongſt Tradeſmen) no ſwearing, no curſing, 
but ſuch a Flood of Words is not without a 
Mixture of Dirt: Is there no lying, no idle 
Words, of which we muſt give an Account alſo ? 
What Need the Buyer ſay, It is nought, it is 
nought, aud when he is gone away he boaſteth? 


Prov. 20. 14. Two Words we ſay muſt go to 


a Bargain, but what Need more? This is my 
Price, beneath which I will not fell: This I will 
give and no more, were certainly Words enough 
to diſpatch the greateſt Contract; nothing but 
Corruption hath brought in more. Cannot you 
afford it cheaper? Indeed I cannot, I will have ſo 
much if I ſell it, &c. are Words ſo like thoſe of 
Ananias and Sapphira, Afs 5, that I cannot but 


tremble for that Tradeſman that thinks him 


ſelf neceſſitated to ule them, and preſently at 
Liberty to recede from them. When the Wares 
are in their Hand, are they not their own ? May 
chey not fell and keep them as they * 

Ire 
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is; | Are they obliged to tell their Cuſtomer what 
he | they coſt them? What Need is there of a Lie 
u- | then, but to make good that of Solomon, That 
ul. the getting of Riches by a lying Tongue, is a Vani- 
n- 9 tofſed to and fro by thoſe that ſeek Death? Pro. 
21. 6 5 | 

oa # Se. 5. Ah! What Need we have to pray for 

no | Pardon of our Sins of Inadvertency, and alſo to ad- 

ro. vert better upon ur V/Vays? We can eaſily under- 
not ſtand the Sin or them who ſpend their preci- 
is | ous Time at Taverns and Ale-houſes; but wha 

ire thinks himſelf a Sinner while he is buſie with 
ig, his Yarnman, or other Chapman? Yet who li- 

2 | veth, and thus ſinneth not? Who asks himſelf 
die | at Night, Have I ſaved or gained nothing this 
o> | Day by a lying Tongue? Have I ſpoke no e- 
i | vil Words in making my Bargains? A Man 
h> | may trade, as well as drink himſelf to Hell: 
to | Lying will bring one into the Lake that 
my burns with Fire and Brimſtone, as well as ſwear- 
vi! ing and curſing. Damu-mees challenge God a 
gh little more boldly, and will one Nay underſtand 
zur they have not challenged an Idol, but a juſt and 
you living God: But the Lier merits ſufficiently ill 
%% at God's Hand; and, it others have the Prefe= 
ot || rence to the Devil's right Hand, theſe will not 
zur | Miſs the Curſe to be pronounced to thoſe who 
m- | ſhall be found at God's left Hand. What Need 

at | bath the Tradeſman to ſay, Iuill look to my /Vays, 
ires | that 1 offend not with my Tongue? Pſalms 39. 1. 
lay The Tongue of Man hath in it a V/Vorld of Ini- 
ſe ? ity ; it is an unruly Evil, full f deadly Poyſon. 
Wn, 3. 6, 8 ' | |. ok * Sec. 
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Kerl. 6. Our Tradeſman at laſt (after a great 
many Words) hath bought his Bargain, he brings 
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it home; but it is not yet ready for his Loom. 
His Tarn is greaſy, and muſt be ſcoured, his 
Wool dirty, and mixed, and muſt be kembed; 


the Threeds are too ſmall, and muſt be twiſted. 


The Colour it may be pleaſeth not, and it 
muſt be dyed, either in the Wool, Yarn, or 
Piece. It may be his Yarn is of ſeveral Sorts, 
and it muſt be ſorted, or his Piece to be ſeve- 
ral Colours, they muſt accordingly be mixed 

and diſpoſed. What a Work is here! What an 
Exerciſe of his Head and Hand! Aud all to get 
5, Io, or 20 Shillings, poſſibly to get nothing; yet 
he doth it patiently, he ſcours, he wrings it out, 
he trudgeth with it to the Dyer, to the Twi- 
ſter ; he laboureth in the Night and Day, yet 
the poor Racket he hath in his Eye exceeds not 
ordinarily what I have mentioned, Quantum eſt 


in febis inane! I have read ſome where of a | 


Noble Perſon, who coming to an untimely 
Leath, ſaid, © If I had ſerved my God with that 


12 Faithfulpeſs with which I have ſerved my 
* Prince, had not come to this End.” May 
not many 4 poor Weaver ſay when he comes 


to die, It I had ſerved God, it I had look'd after 


the Concern ot my immortal Soul with half that 


Diligence I attended my Trade, I had not been 


now uncertain what ſhall become of it, I had 


not laboured for the Wind as I have done in my 


| 'Frade many a Year. 


Sell. 


FSedi 7. Whiles the Kember of Wool is kem- 


Servants. 


Garments be made, without which in that Day 
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bing, and Weaver is ſcouring his Yarn, me- 
thinks, he ſhould reflect upon his own beſt and 
moſt perfect Actions. We are ſometimes in 
Scripture compared to Sheep ; our Fleeces are - 
our good Works, our Yarn is the Threed of our 
Actions, ſome of which are all naught ; but the 
beſt muſt be ſcoured. We had Need to waſh 


them with the Tears of true Repentance and 


godly Sorrow, there is a Greaſe in the beſt of 
all our Duties, a Filthineſs in our cleaneſt Ser- 
vices ; We are all as aa unclean Thing, and all 
our Righteouſneſs is but a filthy Rag. Iſa. 64. 6. 

As there are ſome Sheep whoſe Wool is ſo foul 


and coarſe, that it is good for little, and ſome 


Spinſters who work ſo ill and foully, that their 


| Yarn is good for nothing; ſaghere are Thou- 


ſands and ten Thouſands in the World, whoſe 


Actions are wholly naught, but none ſo good, 


that they are perfectly good, Bonum ex cauſis in- 
tegrzs, Hence our Saviour directs us when we 
have done all we can, to ſay we are unprofitable 
The Weaver often ſcoureth the Yarn 
he buys, but he is as caretul to ſcour the Yarn 
which he himſelf maketh ? Tis not indeed what 

muſt clothe him in the Day of Jugement ; Tha 
I may be found in him, (ſaith the Apoſtle) 2 
having my own Righteouſneſs : But of this muſt 


be will walk naked, and Men will ſee his Shame. 


Ah! How uſeful might ſome Thoughts of this 


Nature be to our Weaver at his ſcouring Work : 


* 
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I am here ſcouring the Yarn I buy, but have 1 
ſcoured the Yarn I have made, have I been 
humbled for that Corruption which hath clave 
to all my Actions, this Work or this Day. 

Set. 8. VVhile I fee the V Vearer carry his 
Yarns to the Dyer, methinks, I cannot but a- 
gain refle&t upon the fineſt Threeds of humane 
Actions, which muſt be dyed too in the Blood of 
Chriſt, before God will look upon them. Some 
bol our Weavers Pieces will be acceptable in the 
' native Colour of the V Vool, bur it is not fo 
with the beſt of our Duties and Actions. God 
hath ſaid to us, Bring your Brother Benjamin, 
or ſee my Face no more; we can only offer up 
ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable in the Bel ved. 1 Pet. 
2. 5. Thougn our Sacrifices be ſpiritual, yet 
they are not acgppiavle in the Beloved. VVe 
have not only Need of an Advocate with the 
Father if we ſin, but alſo it we pray, the Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe we cannot pray without finning. 
There is hut one Dye for all our Rags, all our 
Web muſt be dipt in the Blood of the Lamb. 
| KRevel. 7. 14. They hade waſhed their Robes, and 
made them white in the Blood of the Lamb; and 
it you obſerve it, they were thoſe that had come 
out of great Tribulation. One would have thought 
that if any Actions that we had done, could 
merit, or might appear as they come from us 
before the juſt God, what we do in Teſtimony 
for the Truth and Name of Chriſt might; but it 
you obſerve, theſe were they whom St. John ſaw, 
having waſhed their Robes, and made them white 


mw 


formance. 
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in the Blood of the Lamb. Nothing paſſeth for a 
Garment in Heaven, but who hath Chriſt's 
Seal, nothing for Coin, but what hath his 
Stamp. . LE 

SefZ. 9. But I obſerve the Weaver carrying 
his Silk, and his Yarns to the Twiſters, they 
bring ſeveral Threeds into one. Methinks, I 
cannot but reflect, what twiſting there. muſh be 
too in the Chriſtians Trade, iſt, There muſt be 
a twiſting in every good aud ſpiritual Aion; 
1. A true Principal. 2. A right Manner of Per- 
3. A true End mult be all twiſted to- 
gether, or the Action is but ſplendidum peccatum, 
as Auguſtine was wont to call the moral Acti- 
ons of Heathens. The End muſt be the Glo- 


ry of God, the Principle muſt be Love to God, 


for the Manner it muſt be done in Faith. 
Where theſe three are twiſted together, the Ac- 


tion is truly good and ſpiritual. 247y, There 


mult be a twiſting of good Actions too. It is not 
enough to begin well, but we muſt go on well, and 
end well; Connectere ultima primis, make our ficſt 
and laſt Things agree, twiſt an holy old Age with 
an holy Youth. If a Man for ſaketh bis Rig hie- 
ouſneſs, and'tommiteth Iniquity, his Righteouſneſs ſball 
never be remembred. If any Soul draweth back, 
God will have no Pleaſure in him, he draweth 
back at his own Peril, and to his own Deſtruc- 
tion. He that hath twiſted God's Glory, Love 
to God, and Faith in God as to every Action, 
and thus twiſted the Actions of his Lite from 
the Time he begins to ſet out for God, = 

make 
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make himſelf a ſtrong Cord (like Solomon triple 


Cord) of Hope, which will not be cafily bro- 
ken. 


5, What is twiſting, but an uniting of 
ſeveral Threeds into oae, and is done for Strength ? 
We being many (ſaith the Apoſtle) are one Bread 
and one Body. One Body ; there's a twiſting of 
Souls, and all Yarns will twiſt, or may twiſt 
at leaſt. There are indeed ſome heterogenous 


"Things of another kind, will never twiſt with 


them. We are all but as the Lord's Yarn made 
of his Fleece, who was /ed as a Sheep to the 
Slaughter, died in his Blood. He intends us all 
for one Body ; why ſhould not we alſo twiſt to- 
gether both in Truth and Love, thinking the ſame 


Things, ſpeaking the ſame Things? However 


being tizdly affeftioned one to another in Love. 
Alas! That we muſt have a Mill to force us 
together, that the Violence of a Perſecution 
muſt do that which the Love of Chriſt in us 


cannot do, We are filly Sheep that will notÞ: 


1 run together till the Shepherd's Dog be after 


us. Surely there is more in a joint Union with 


* Chriſt to unite us, (would our filly Paſſions let 


us ſee it) than there can be in twenty little 
particular Sentiments to divide us. 

Sec. 10. The Weaver muſt alſo fort his Yarns, 
and if his Stuff be to be of divers Colours, he 
muſt ſort his Colours before he be fit to work. 


All Yarn will not make the fame Kind of Scuff, 
all will not make the Warp, nor the Woot, otff 


the ſame Stuff. Every Threed of Yarn is Yarn, 
but yet not of the ſame Sort, nor Degree ot 
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Fineneſs. Every Chriſtian Action hath, orſhould 
have a Tendency towards Righteouſneſs, it 
ſhould be leveiled at God's Glory, and have the 
th e ocher Ingredients ro every Action which ſhall 
read pe God ; bur yet there is a great Deal of 
g of — in a Chriſtian's Actions. His Acti- 
wiltÞ ons arc either natural, ſuch as eating and drink- 
nous, Cc. Or moral, ſuch as are his buying, his 
with King, his working in his Trade : Or religious, 
nadeÞ ſuch are his reading the Word, bearing, praying, 
the Cc. By the two fick God i 1 glorified, when we 
is all regulate thiem according to his Will; and it is 
t to- our Duty to propoſe God's Glory, as well as 
ſame] the ſerving of our own Natures in the doing of 
vever them, which ſhould be a Law upon us to regu- 
Love. late our Meaſures by the Divine Standard. But 
e us our religious Actions are our fine Threeds. From 
ation] the other God hath a {:condary Glory, from theſe 
in usfke hath a primary Glory; they firſt terminate 
notſ in God, as tliey are an Homage to him. Theſe 
afrerfimuſt be ſorted by every judicious Chriftian. 
with is true, rl.cre muſt be an Eye of Religion (as 
ns let we cal it) in all our Actions, ſhort Praying, 
little Ejaculations, become a Chriſtian in all his mo- 
ral and civil Actions, but our ſolemn religious 
Duties muſt vor be woven with our natural and 
moral Act ions. He makes mad Prayers, that ne- 
er thinks of them but in drinking Healths, and 
ſerves God wotully ſlightly, that never reads 
Chapter, or hears one read, but when his 
Hand is employed in ſome worldly Buſineſs, 
Vhich probably hath more of his Heart atten- 
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ding that, than his Ear hath, which heareth the | la 
Word of God. There is a Time for all Things, 1. 


_ diſpoſe his Duties of ſeveral Colours, giving tf "ts 
God the Things that are God's, and to Cæſar the P 


to God, if he doth not mix his Prayers with 
Praiſes, his reading with hearing the Word 


(faith Solomon) but he who can find it no other- , © 
wiſe than thus, indeed finds a Time for No- rg 
thing. TL 
$2. 11. The Weaver mixeth his Colours too * 
(when he hath a Piece to make of ſeveral Co- 5 
lours) ta the beſt Advantage for Beauty. Par- 3 
ty-coloured Garments were an old Faſhion. 2 Sam. ad 
13. 18. Gen. 37. 3. Now where ſuch a Web] , 
is to be made, the Colours muſt be rightly or- 
dered, mixed, and diſpoſed one in Relation to 2 
another. The Chriſtian's active Righteouſneſs is 2 
alſo a Garment of divers Colours, his Duty made] wn 
up of various Duties; and he never makes his: ch 


Web true or beautiful, if he doth not rightly - 


Things that are Cæſar's; rightly ordering himſel — . 
in his or her Duty to Husband, Wife, Servants, * 
Maſter, Parents, Children, political Rulers ; or * 


preached, and all with receiving the Lord's Sup- 
per. That's the true Chriſtian that rightly diſf, 
poſeth his Duties of the ſeveral Colours, ſo a. + 
there is a due Proportion of all, and a comelyſ. h 
Mixture of them all. 5 "hy 

Seki. 12. The Weaver hath his Warp and hishe tn 
Woof ; his Warp is the Foundation, the Woolf A 0 
is ſuperinduced by the Shuttle. Now to make}, 1. 
his Piece well, tis neceſſary the Warp be Ke de 

| l 


— 
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the | laid, and be ſound and good, and the Woof muſt 
g, beara Proportion to it too. Men skilled in the 
er- Attairs of the World tell us, That 
No- the more * homogeneal they both * of the 
be, the ſtronger the Web is. They ſame kind. 
doof ſay Webs of Silk and Yarn mixed, 2 
Co-] ale not ſo ſtrong as thoſe wholly of either. Be 
ar-] that as it will, a Chtiſtian muff have his Warp 
Sam. and his Woof too. His Warp muſt he a Know- 
Web} ledge of the Truths of God: His Woof Action 
or- upon that Knowledge. That the Soul be without 
n to Knowledge is not good, ſa ith Solomon, Prov. 19. 2. 
is 15] Huw can they believe in him of whom they have not 
* heard. Rom. 10. Aſloon can a Weaver make a 
S 18 
ghtlyf hre an holy Life, without a Skill in the Princi- 
ng ics of Faith; yea, and it muſt be a ſound Know- 
r theſſege too: He muſt be skilled in the Form of 
imſell d Werds, elſe he buildeth without a Foun- 
vants dation, or upon one that is falſe. I know God, 
s; On the Methods of his converting Providence, 
Wwirhſpegins two Ways, working ſometimes from the 
Wordteart to the Head, firſt affecting the Soul, 
5 Sup- hich being irlamed with 4 Love to God, by 
y diſſand by looks to know the Ways of God more 
ſo bcrtectly : Sometimes God works from thee Head 
omelyF, che Heart, reflecting Pieces of our Knowledge 
. Þpon our Conſcic ces; but both Ways what I ſay 
nd hig true. A Courſe and Series of good and ſpiritu- 
Woo Actions muſt be directed by a knowing Head, 
makend an Head repleniſhed with a found Know- 
de firliſedge in ſpiritual Propoſitions. 1 know that 
laid £ D 3 EY 


Picce of Stuff without a Warp, as a Chiſtian _ 


truly ſpiritual. 
with Knowledge, and that of a ſpiritual ſancti- 


bd 
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Hay and Stubble may be heaped upon a good 
Foundation; and where it is ſo the Apoſtle hath 
told us the Work will ſuffer Lofs, and the Work- 


man, if he be ſaved, will be ſaved as through 


Fire ; bur it wiil be hard to make a good Build- 
ing where the Foundation is but Hay and Stub- 
ble. Nor will our ſpiritual Web be ftrong if 


there be not a Proportion betwxit the Warp of 


Knowledge and Woot of Action ; where Know- 
ledge is not ſanctified and experimental, the 
Action will bear a Proportion to it, and not be 
But where the Soul is filled 


fied Nature, being turned into Faith, and the 
Action is truly ſpiritual in its principal End, as 


to the Manner of the Performance, there is 


the true Piece ef Righteouſneſs, there the Warp 
and Woof arc both of the ſame Kind: Thar 


Work, and that alone will be accepted, and re- 
ceive the Crown-Scal ot well deue good and faith 


ful Servant. 


The POEM. 


© Beſt Trade! which gives leaſt Time to fin, 
Which Souls can leatt be idle in. 
4 (Mettals, with which we nothing do, 
« Soon rult ; fo Souls when idle too.) 
„The VVeaver hath his Marker, where 
« He buys, and often pays too dear: 
* For a good Penniworrh he pays 
« Hys Soul; in ucedleſs Teas and Nays, 
| „ With 
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hen Truth in Here Man doth not ſpeak 


© We conteſs beſt, becauſe moſt true? 
© What if my Chapman will do ſo, 


© Who grudgeth ſcolds the final Word? 
| © Religious Souls cannot afford 

© Giving another quid pro quo, 

© When doing it will Souls undoe. 
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With which his Heart doth not agree. 
« He thinks he puts a Fallacy 
© Upon his Chapman, and doth cheat 
« Himſelf, whiles for a little Meat | 


© Which periſherh, Integrity 


is changed tor Hypocrilie. 
« Vain Man hath parted with his Hope, 
“% His Soul's Shect-Axchor for a Rope, 
« And that of Sand; for Hope doth break, 


* Unto his Neighbour, or doth Iſt; | Pſal. 15.] 
Who doth ſuch Things, and hopeth ſtill, 
To the Holy Hill to come, builds on 
No Promiſc's Foundation. 

* What Need ſo many Words, when few 


* Muſt I ſerve his Corruption too? 


e But do I think the Market dear? 

© Grace-Market is not fo; for there 

* I, without Price, buy better Ware : 

“ Yet (like ill Husbands) will not ſpare 
My Time and Strength for that, to buy, 
“At a cheap Rate, Eternity. 


Let me dear Markets (Lord!) improve, 
Jo raiſe the Price of thy great Love 
© Within my Heart, to haſt apace 


To the better Market of thy Grace; 5 


free 
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Which clotheth naked Souls for nought, 

e But what to Nakedneſs them brought. 
«c Rs wks? 

e Help me my 2 to ſcour with Brine 


|. © Of penitential Tears; not mine, 


| © But of thy Gift too. Let thy Blood 
Then dye them (bleſſed Jeſus! ) theſe 
« Foul Tears will not cleanſe them of Greaſe. 


Let true End-Principles be twin'd 


* With a right Manner, holy Mind: 
« Let my firſt and laſt Actions bee 
« Twiſted in like Sincerity. 5 
« Thus let me live, and ſtill walk on 
ce Twined in Saints Communion ; _ 
« Sorting my Actions, fo that all 

« May in their proper Order fall; 

«© Ordering their Colours, ſo as I 
„A Chriſtian Life may beautify. 


« Lord! give me a right Warp. Teach me 
«© What thy Truths, what thy Statutes be. 
* Lord! Let me never build upon 

What is not thy Foundation : 

« And help me too as to my Woof, 

«© Or I ſhall never make good Stuff. 


* Thus when my Piece comes off my Loom, 


I praiſing thee ſhall bring it home. 
My God ſhall have it all, and he 
For ever ſhall my Maſter be. 


3 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Art. 


Toe Tarn being thus prepared, the PPeaver faſtneth 
the Warp unto his Beam, and divideth it; bis 
filling Boys prepare the Yarn for the Woof, win- 
ding it on Quils or Pieces of Reed, which he af- 


terwards puts into his Shuttle, in Order io his 


Mork. . x 
The MEDITATIONS. 


Lell. 1. A Chriſtian's Web is his Holy Life, 


made up of the many 'Threeds ot 


_ | righteons Actions, the Warp of which we have 


Truth are many Times but Probationers to the 


AP 


betore found to be the Doctrine of Truth. This 


too muſt be faſtned about the Beam of the Loom. 
Tis not enough to have Truth in our Bible and 


Books, and a Notion of it in our Heads, it 
muſt be faſtned to our Souls, (which is always 


done by Faith) we muſt be rooted, and grounded 


ia Faith, as well as in Love. Propoſitions of 


Soul, and never admitted into its Fellowſhip. 


A Man may know that Propoſition of Truth 
from which yet he withholds his Aſſent: As Men 
may detain the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, not li- 


ving up to their Principles, ſo they may retain 
the Truth in Unbelief, not fixedly and ſteadily 
agreeing 
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agreeing to thoſe Notions of Truth they have 
heard and learned. Knowing is one Thing, a- 
greeing to the Truth of what we know is ano- 
ther; yea, Agreement is one Thing, and a ſteady, 
fixed agreeing to it is another: So that a Chri- 
ſtian will ſtrive earneſtly, and contend for it as 
another Thing. The Faith of many Chriſtians 
is deſcribed by an Heathen, (Tully I 

Tuſc. queſt. mean) Neſcio quomodo dum lego afſen- 
lib. 1. tior, cum poſui librum et mecum ipſe de 

. immortalitate enimorum ſafe cogitare, 
aſſenſio omuis illa elabitur. When they read the 
Holy Scriptures, when they hear the Meſſengers 
of God interpreting them, comparing Scripture 
with Scripture, and from Strength of Reaf on con- 
firming Propoſitions in them, they cannot but 
agree the Things to be Truth; but aſſoon as 
the Bock is out of their Hand, and the Sound 
of the Preachers Word is out of their Ears, they 
begin to doubt whether any Thing be Truth 
which they have read or heard: And indeed no 
better is the Aſſent of any, who, by the mighty 


VVorking of the Spirit of God, have not Faith 


wrought in them; hence it is that their Faith 
is neither fruitful by Loxe and good Works, nor 
ſteady in itſelf. There is no Need at all, that 
(co ſecure Holineſs of Lite) Men ſhould bring 


* it into the Deſcription of Faith; and ſo make 


an Innovation in Divinity, which always, ac- 


cording to the Scripture, diſtinguiſneth Faith and | 


Love; for Holineſs (which is Love in the Fruit) 
is à neceſſary Conſequent of true Faith, either 


reſpecting 


lie in Wait to deceive. 
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reſpecting the Propoſition of the Word, or the 
Perſon of the Mediator, Can he be thought in- 
deed to believe that Arſenick is Poyſon, who yet 
freely takes it into his Belly? Or can any be 
judged to truſt in a Frind for a Kindneſs, who 
hath promiſed it, but upon the Condition of 
ſome Performance which he refuſeth to do? 


It is I ſay from this, that the Propoſitions of 


Truth are not faſtned in the Soul, that Men 
walk not according to the Light of them. Eph: 4. 


14. And that they are toſſed to aud fro, and car- 


ried about with every Mind of Dutitriae, by the 
Slight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby they 
Every Breath of Wind 
would diſturb the Weaver, and cvcry idle Hand 
would trouble him it his Warp were not faſtned 


'to his Loom. Every Wind of Doctrine, and e- 


very ignorant idle Seducer diſturbeth that Soul's 
Profeſſion of Truth, who hath not the Propoſi- 


tions thereof by Faith faſtued unto his Soul. 


Seft. 2. The Weaver divideth his Warp, that 
it may ſerve ſeveral Intendments. The delibe- 
rate Chriſtian divideth the Propoſitions of Truth 


of which his Soul is poſſcfied. Some refer to 
Speculation ; ſome more immediately to Prac- 


tice ; ſome inform him whar God 1s, what Chriſt 


is, what he hath done and ſuffered, what the 


Holy Spirit is, what Heaven and Hell are, c. 
others more immediately refer to Practice, in- 


forming the Soul, what it ought to be both to- 


wards God and towards Men; theſe Precepts 
concern him as a Magiſtrate; this concernerthy 
: him 


. 


* 
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him as a Miniſter; theſe Things concern him 


as a Father, theſe as a Child; theſe Propoſiti- 
ons contain the Will of God concerning him as 


an Husband; theſe concern the Woman as a 
Wife; theſe concern him as a Maſter; the o- 


ther as a Subject, or as a Servant. And this is | 


neceſſary, that he may be holy in all Manner of 
Converſation: For Holineſs is a lovely ſpotleſs 
Fruit, that grows up from the revealed Will of 
God concerning us, as the Root: And as this 
Root ſends forth many Branches, ſo the Fruit 


of Holineſs muſt be ſeen in every Bough, in e- 


very Relation and Circumſtance of his Life, 
Seck. 3. The filing Boys prepare the Yarn for 
the Weaver, by Ain it upon ſeveral Reeds and 


Quille, which being filled, he reacheth to the Wea- 
ver fitting in his Loom, and ready to go to Work. 
Ve ſuppoſe our ſpiritual Weaver fixed in his 
Loom, ready to ſay with David, My Heart is fix- 


ed, O God, my Heart is fixed, reſolved to walk 
with God in all the Duties of Holineſs, having 
ſaid with David, Pſal. 119. 57. Thou art my Por- 
tion, O Lord, I have ſaid, that I will keep thy 


Words. We ſuppoſe him alſo to have wound his | 


Warp about his Loom, to be not only poſſeſſed 
of a due Notion of divine Truths, but to have 


his Heart rooted and grounded in them, giving 

a fixed and ſteady Aſſent unto them; and now |. 
every Relation, every Neighbour, every new | 
Providence, every Action of his Life becomes as | 
a filling Boy to him, affording him Matter to | 


work upon, reaching him a Quill or Reed ” 
5 Work 


a 


. 
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work with. The Subject gives the Magiſtrate 
an Opportunity ro work the Work of God, by 
executing Juſtice and Judgment without Re- 
ſpe& of Perſons, knowing, that he judgeth not for 


himſelf, but for the. Lord, &c. The Magiſtrate 
doth-the ſame for the Subject, 


giving him an 
Opportunity to fulfil the Will of God by ho- 
nouring the King, and being ſubjef to the higher 
Powers,becauſe ordained of God. The Wite gives 
the Husband Advantage for his ſpiritual Web 


of Righteouſneſs, by loving her as Chriſt loved his + 
Church. 1 Peter 3. 7. By walking before her as 

a Man of VViſdom and Knowledge. Eph. 5. 25. 
Colo. 3. 19. 1 Pet. 3. 1. And the Husband re- 


quites his Wife by giving her the like Advan- 
tage ro ſhew her ſclf obedient to the Commands 


. | of her Father which is in Heaven, by reveren- 
eing her Husband, endeavouring to win him by 


her Converſation, by loving him, and being ſub- 


ject unto him as her own Husband. Titus 2. 4, 


5. I Peter 3. 1. Epheſ. 5. 22, 23. &c. Is he that 
ſitteth in this ſpiritual Loom a Father? How 


| ealily may he ſee every Child he hath about 


him, with one of theſe Pipes or Quills in his 


Hand, offering him for his' V Vork of Righte- 

ouſs, an Opportunity to be obedient unto God, 

in bringing him or her up in the Nurture and Ad- 
monition f the Lord,and not provoking it to Wrath ? 


Eph. 6. 4. in minding it of its Covenant in 


| Baptiſm made with God; in teaching it or them 
| the Statutes of the Lord diligently, when he fitteth + 


in the Houſe, when be walketh by the VVay, when 


he 
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he lieth down, and when he riſeth up, according 
to the Law of the Lord, Dent. 6. 7, Is he a 
Child? He may ſee his Parents mutually ſer- 


ving him in his ſpiritual Work; giving him Ad- 


vantage to pleaſe God, by obeying his Parents in the 


Lord, for this is right. Epheſ. 6. 1. Is hea Ma- 


| Rer? He may ſce his Servants thus ſerving him, 
with ſuch Opportunities, io give unto them that 
which is juſt and equal, knowing that they alſo have 
a Maſter which is in Heaven; and if he be a 
Servant, his Maſter gratiſies him with the like 
Opportunity oft Obedience unto God, while 
he obeyeth in all Things his Maſter, according to 
the Fleſb; not with Eye-Service as Men-Pleaſers,but 
in Singleneſs of Heart fearing God, doing whatſo- 
ever he doth heartily, as to the Lord, knowing, that 


of the Lord he ſhall receive the Reward of the In- | 


 beritance ; for he ſerveth the Lord Chriſt. Col. 3.22, 
23. ith good Vill, doing Service as unto the Lord, 
not to Men. Eph. 6. 7. Not anſwering again, not 
purloyning, but ſhewing all good Fidelity, that they 


may adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all | 


Things. Titus 2. 10. Being ſubjeft with all Fear, 
not only to the Gentle, but to the Froward. 1 Pet. 
2. 18. The like may be ſaid of all Rela- 


tions, yea every Providence of God, every na- | 


tural and civil Action of humane Life, ſup- 


plies the ſpiritual Weaver with Pipes to do his | 


Work by. 

Sect. 4. The VVenver puts the 
(which the Boys have filled with Tara for him) in- 
$0 his Shuttle, (the Hollow of his Shuttle) in Or- 

der 


Pipes, or Orills 


him | Weaver too mult taſcen every Pipe that he makes 
* uſe of, to compleat his Web of Righteouſneſs. 
have It is not for nothing that we have in holy Writ, 
be a che Man according to God's own Heart, ſo of- 
like Iren ſaying, I will meditate en thy Works, and in 
ile 1% VVord, Pſal. 119. 78. and 48. 23. and 15. 
148. Pſal. 77. 12. He that never meditateth a- 
% "0 Þ bour his Duty, with Reſpect to every Providence, 
= every Relation, is never like to do it. The 
8 Weaver that intends to work, puts every Pipe 
5 into the Hollow of his Shuttle, and makes it 
I faſt there; whoſo intendeth the Performance of 
Jour; his ſpiritual Work muſt go and do likewiſe. 
-2 | When tbe Providence of God gives him a new 
rs Relation, Le mult be meditating what now is 
: 1 the Will of God concerning me, what is my Du- 
ty towards this Wite, this Child, this Servant; 
mw and the Senſe of this Duty muſt be upon his 
2 Heart. Meditation is the Soul's Staud upon its 
Aa- Object. The Will of God, in every Circum- 
2-4 ſtance of his Life, muſt not only be received 
rl in his Underitanding, but hid in his Memory, 
nis engraven upon his Heart and Aﬀectious, ſer con- 
* | tinually before his Eyes: He will otherwiſe 
in- weave his ſpiritual Web, no better than the 
= Weaver could weave his Clothe, or Piece of 
7 Stuff, without a Pipe in his Shuttle. Oh! How 
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der. to his Work. My Son, ſaith Solomon, if thou 
wilt receive my Words, and hide my Commandments 
with thee, Cc. Prov. 2. 1. Why ſhould not the 


Hollow of the Shuttle put me in Mind of the ſe- 
cret Places of my Heart, where the ſpiritual 


many 


ey 
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many are there that neglect this! They have 
a Duty ro do in every Circumſtance of their 
Lives, a Duty toward their Relations, a Duty 
with Reſpect to God's Providence as it is diver- 
fified to them; but either they know in not, be- 
ing ignorant of the Scriptures, or they remem- 
ber it not, or they love it not, the Pipe is not 
in the Shuttle, they can make no Work; their 
Life is indeed a Lite of Action, they are throw- 
ing the Shuttle all the Day long, People of buſte 
Heads and Hands; but their Time is ſpent as 
Seneca complained, either in doing usthing, or in 
ſinning, which is a doing what is worſe than ne- 
thing, or in doing other Things, which ſignifie 
nothing either to Gud's Glory, or their Etcr- 
nal Happineſs; or in doing Things which, 


though materially good, are formally evil, Þþ 


bonum nou bene, good Things ſpoiled in the 
doing; and all this for Want of pacting 


the Pipes iu the Shuttle, underſtanding the Wilt | 


of God concerning them under theſe or theſe 


Circumſtances then hiding it in their Hezr:s, Þ 


and ſetting it before them as the Rule of {cir 
Lives and Conver{arions. 5 
ä Sect. 5. Once more, methinks I cannot but 
obſerve, how the VViſdinu of divine Providence hath 
made Vorl for ai the Children of Mea, that as 
there was no Beggar in Iſra J. ſo there need be 
no Beggars in England. How many doth a 
fingle Weaver imploy of all, both Sexes and Sizes! 
Tr muſt be an adult Man muſt weave, but Wo- 
men mult {pin for him, and Children muſt fill 
| -.- Wa 
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his Pipes. It is the Reproach of Exglaud that 
there are ſo many Beggars in the Streets there- 
of; when God hath tuiniſhed it with one little 
Beaſt, whoſe Profit, if improved, would ſet them 
all to Work, and afford them Bread in the Swear 
of their Face. That we are full of ſcandalous 
Beggars, is not becauſe the Providence of God 
hath not aid out V Vork enough, or the Trad- 
ing of England is ſo little, that it will not ſer 
them to it; nor becauſe the legiſlative Power 

hath not prov ided ſufficient Laws; bur becauſe 
they are o ill executed by inferiour Officers, 


and Parents are ſuffered to bring up their Chili 


dren in Idleneſs. O Exgland! Spit out thy 
Flegm, ſhake off thy Sloth, honour God in the 
Subſtance and Increaſe which he hath given 
thee. It is nothing but Luſt and Sloth that fills 


thee . with ſuch prodigious V Vickedneſs and 
Beggary. 


The POEM. 


« VVhar this poor Child at my Command, 


* Doth reaching Pipes fill ro my Hand, 
« VVhich TI firſt in my Shuttle hide, 


© Then weave my VVeb, and am * 


* VVith new ones by and by, until 


I my intended Task fulfil. 


That every Providence divine, 
That every Period of Time, 
* Each new Relation, Actions al! 
« VVichin my Sphere, what· ere doth Da 4 
, b 
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© Doth to my Soul, ſtill offering me 

* Renewed Opportunity, 5 

© To weave my Web of Righteouſneſs, 
That Men ſee not my Nakedneſs. 
Lord give me in my Heart to hide 

„ Thy Will, and make it there t'abide. 

* Thy Will concerning me in all 
* Periods of Life, and Things that fall | The 
„ Unto my Shame. Each Circumſtauce 


* May make me with thy Help t'advance - 
* In Holineſs. Teach me timptrove 1 
*All Pipes, whether of Frowns or Luxe, -_ 
% Watching Advantages to do fy 7 
The whole of what thou call'ſt me to. = 
% And whiles thy Providence O Cod, } 
* Bringeth me Pipes, thy Staff, thy Rod, q 
* All fill them tor me: Let them be 7 
* Accepticd, and wrought out for thee. © 
© 1 ſtay not (Lord for Pipes) O may 1 
* My butie Soul make no Delay 4 
* In Work: Work party- coloured, 3 
* With here a Child's, their Father's Threed; 1 , 
* Here let an Husband's Duty run, Is 
* And there a Maſter's Threed well ſpun ; 3 
* All knit together by the Band =” 


Ot Love to thee and thy Command: 
* That when my weaving Time is gone, 
* My Lord may ſay to me, Vall done. | Se 
„ Beyord my Task I can-do nought, 
Let that but to an End be brought; 
Which cannot be without thy Skill, 
Altho' thy ſelf my Pipes doſt fill. 


CHAP. 


AP. 
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CHAP. V. 
The A RT. 


The Weaver being thus prepared for his Work, ſet- 
teth himſelf to it, ſwiftly throwing his Shuttle 


with one Hand, which he catcheth with the other, 


not without ſome Motion and Employment of his 
whole Body. The Shuttle leaving a Threed (at e- 


very Caſt of it) betwixt the divided Parts of the 
Warp; which he uniteth to the other woven Threeds 
by the coatinual Motion of his Slea. In the mean 

Time his Feet are moving the Treddles, which © 
raiſing the Havels, do part the Marp, and are 
continually making a new Room for the Shuttle. 
In the mean Time a pair of Temples ſpread upon 
the Web, keep it fixed and extended, advartaging 
the V/Veaver in his Mork. Some V/Vebs are of 


that Breadth, that a fiugle Pei fou cannot work 


them, in ſuch Caſes tuo VV-avers are employed 
each at the Extremities of the Loom, catching aad 


returning the Shuttle which his Partner throws. 


J 8 
The ME DIT AT IONS. 


Se. 1. UR ſpiritual Weaver is the good 


WJ Chriſtian, his faſtning his Warp 


to his Beam is the rooting. of his Soul in Faith. 
To him every diverſified Providence ſupplies the 
Place of a filling Boy, offering him Matter to 


Worb. 
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work with and upon, in making his //eb of Ho- 
lineſs. We have ſeen him ſet in his Loom, fix- 
ed to his Work, reſolved to have Reſpect to al 
God's Commandments. Now how quick doth he 
throw his Shuttle from one Hand to another ? This 
is that which the Scripture calls a Running after 
God. Draw me (ſaith the Spouſe) and we will | 
run after thee. Cant. 1. 4. I will run the Ways 
of thy Commandments, (faith the Man according to 
God's own Heart) Pſal. 119. 32. The Weaver 
works early and late, from Four in the Morning 
till Eight at Night. The good Chriſtian alſo 
preventeth the Morning V/Vatches, Plal. 119. 118. 
and meditates of God in the Night-watches, Pſalm 
63. 6. He awaketh early in the Morning, and early 
ſeeketh God. Pſ. 57. 8. and 63. 1. and 108. 2, J; 
26. 9. He is throwing his Shuttle, working the 
Work of God all the Day long, Evening and 
Mori ning, aud at Noon he prays, and crys aloud. 
Palm 55. 17. . 
Set. 2. The Shuttle moveth ſwiftly, and thus al- 

fo run the Days of the Weaver Life : My Day 
(faith Job) are ſwifter than a VVeaver's Shuttle, 
as ſwitt as the Shuttle will run. The Weaver 
thinks himſelf concerned to be at his Loom be-; 
times, that his Task may be done by Night. 
| Becauſe the Chriſtian's Days are fwifter than 4 
 PVeaver's Shuttle, he is highly concerned to be 
up betimes, remembring his Creator in the Days of 
his Youth, Ecclef. 12. 1. And, as he hath Need 
in the Morning to be throwing his Shuttle, fo 
in the Evening his Hand muſt not be {lack ; uy 
only 


— 


'| ſerving his Intendment. 
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only becauſe he will elſe not finiſh his Courſe, but 
becauſe the ſpiritual Work is of that Nature, that 
as a Piece of Cloth orStuff not finiſhed is fit for no 
Uſe but will all ravel out; fo if a righteous Man 


forſake his Righteouſneſs and commit Iniquity, his 


Righteouſneſs ſhall never be remembred, but he ſhall 
die in the Juiquity which he hath committed. A. 
Chriſtian's Work is like roiling a Stone up an 
Hill, from which, if the Hand ceaſeth till it be 
lodged on the Top, it certainly falls back to the 
Bottom, and he that hath laboured about it, 
hath done juſt nothing but only tired himſelf to 
no Purpoſe, nor ſhall reap any Thing but his La- 
bour for his Pains. „ wy 
Se. 3. The whole of our Weaver is employ'd 


In his Work. His Head contrives it, his Eyes ob- 


ſerve the Motions of the Shuttle, and the ſeveral 
Parts of the Loom, that they be regular, and 
One Hand throws the 
Shuttle, rhe other catcheth it, in the mean Time 


This Feet are not idle, they are at Work upon 


the Treadles moving them. Without theſe va- 
rious Operations of the ſeveral Members of his 
Body, our Weaver could never diſpatch his Work 
in any deſirable, or acceptable Manner; nor hath 


Iche Law of the Lord lett our ſpiritual Weaver, 


one Limb or Member of his Body idle as to his 
ſpiritual Work: His Head is employed in Me- 
ditation, and Contrivances for Cod ; his Eyes 
are lifted up unto the Lord, from whom come 
all his Mercies; his Hands muſt work the Work; 
of Righteouſneſs ; with his Feet he walks with 

E 2 Gee. 
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God. Every bodily Member hath its Office to 


a ſpiritual Work, as well as that which is natu- 
ral. God made every Member, and not a Mem- 
ber but for himſelf. Every Member in Man's 
Body hath a natural Operation, for which it is 
neceſſary. In our civil Employments we both 
can and do uſe them ſucceſſively; there's none 
there uſeleſs amongſt them. And ſhall we think 
that there is any of them of no Uſe to our ſpi- 
ritual Work? Shall I with both my Hands work 
on my Trade, and have never an Hand at Work for 
God? How buſie am I at my Work with Hands 
and Feet, and Head, and all my Body? Was I 
ever ſo wholly imployed in the Work of God, 
though the Wages be highly more. The Fruit 
of this Work will be but a few Shillings at the 
End of the Week; but the Work of Righteouſ- 
neſs will be Peace, and Quietneſs, and Aſſu- 
rance for ever. To what Purpoſe are my Knees, 
and Hands, and Eyes, and Tongue at Work in 
Prayer, if preſently my Hands be working Ini 
quity? In the Web of Righteouſneſs every Mem- 
ber hath its Office. It is the Fruit of the Soul's 
Sanctification in Body, and Mind, and Spirit. 
God muſt be ſerved with all and every Part and 
Faculty, with all our Heart, and Soul, and 
Strength. bs 

Sef. 4. The Shuttle every Time it paſſeth from 
Hand to Hand, leaveth a Threed behind it, good ot 
bad; thus doth every Action of a Chriſtian's Life 
All his Actions make but one Web, acording to 
the Goodneſs or Badneis of which he muſt _ 
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his Reward. Every particular Action is aThreed 
in this Web, and ſo hath an Influence upon the 
Weaver's Praiſe or Diſpraiſe, and upon his Wa- 
ges at laſt : So that as the Weaver may ſay up- 
on every Caſt of his Shuttle, Now my Work is 
both | neater an End than it was before I threw my 
Shuttle; ſo a Chriſtian, upon every Action may 
think | y- By this Action I am nearer Heaven or Hell, 
I have either added a Jewel more to my Crown, 
or a Coal more to the Fire I muſt endure. The 
k for Shuttle paſſeth not up and down for nothing. 


Lak All our Thoughts, Words, and Actions are of an 


Vas II abiding Nature; thouſands of them flip our Me- 
God.] mory, but none of them eſcape the Book of the 

'| divine Omniſcience. In thy Book, ſaith David, 
Pſalm 139. 16. all my Members are written; and 
dorm” ws telleſt my Wiandrings, put my Tears in 
Aſſu-I thy Bottle, are they not in thy Book? It is as true 
concerning all our Actions, Are they not in God's 
Books? We do them, and God keeps Silence 
ſome Time, Pſalm 50. 21. but he will let us 
Mem- know that he ſeeth them, and vill ſet them in 
Soul' Order before dar Eyes. Every Action makes a 
Part of our Web; we muſt receive our eternal 
Reward, according to what we have done in the 
Fleſh. Man hath an imperfe& Eye: A Maſter 
may over look many an ill Threed in a Piece of 
Stuff; but the Eye of God is acute and per- 
od off fect, nothing flippeth that, he will ſet all in Or- | 
„ Life] der before our Eyes. The Weaver's Knowledge, 
ing tol that his Shuttle leaves, every Time he throws it, 
I bare ſomething towards bis Web, makes him diligent 

TY to 
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to ſee it be rightly ordered, and makes him care- 
ful and wary how he throws it. The ſpiritu- 
al Weaver underſtanding that every Action of 
his Life will contribute ro his Web, ought to 
keep a Watch upon his Hearr, his Tongue, his 
Hands, his whole Man, to look before he throws 
his Shuttle, ay, and look back upon it too, 
when he hath thrown it; For a Chriſtian works 
more for Eternity, than Apelles pajpted for it. 
Sec. 5. A Threed (through the 2 of 
© it) will break {ometimes, do the Weaver what 
* hecan: The Weaver lays the Ends together, 
* or knits a Knot to unite the Threeds again, 
* then it paſſeth, provided it be not done too ot- 
* ten.“ Inuiquities (ſaith David) prevail againſt 
ne: Let the ſpiritual Weaver do what he can, 


his Threed will ſometimes break, his Courſe of 


| Righteouſneſs through Corruption will be inter- 
rupted. The Good which I would, Ido not, Rom. 
7. 19, 23. 1 ſee another Law in my Members, war- 
ring againſt the Law of my Mind, and bringing me 
into Captivity to the Law of Sin: The ſpiritual 
Weaver hath nothing in this Caſe to do, bat by 
 Repenrance again to lay his Ends together, to 
make his former righteous Actions agree with 
the latter, to knit rhe Knot of a renewed Co- 
venant with God, and a new Reſolution to keep 
rhe Lord's Statutes. This being done, though 
the Failures are ſeen by the Eye of him who 


ſeeth all Things, yet the Web paſſeth upon the 


Covenant of Grace, for which we may give God 
Thanks jor eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt: For we have 
| nod 


care- 
ritu- 
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not an High-Prieſt which cannot forgive Infir- 
mities, the Apoſtle tells us, He can have Compaſ- 


on of | fon upon the Ignorant, and upon them that are out 
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of the V/Vay. Heb, 5. 2. 

Sect. 6. The Weaver muſt have his Temples, 
* which lying upon the Web, keep it fixed and 
* extended, he would otherwiſe never work to 
* any Purpoſe.” What the Pair of Temples is 
to the Weaver, thoſe noble Graces Fear, and 
Faith, and Love are to the Chriſtian. Theſe ſpi- 
ritual Habits dwelling in every gracious Heart 
influence all his Actions, and keep his Web fix- 
ed and ſteady ; he walks in the Fear of the Lord 
all the Day long; he lives in the Proſpect of a Pro- 
miſc, yea of many Promiſes made to them who hold 
out to the End; he acteth not out of Conſtraint, but 


willingly,troma Principle of Love. The Hypocrite - 


wanting theſe Habits of Grace works with no fix- 
edueſs, but at great Uncertaintics ; theſe Habits 
keep the Web of Righteouſneſs extended, and the 
ſpiritual Soul fixed ; his Heart is fixed, truſting 
in the Lord, faith the Pſalmiſt. Do this and live 
for 1 fear God (ſaith Foſeph :) And again in the 
Caſe of his Miſtriſs, How ſhall I do this great Evil 


and Sin againſt God! The Sameneſs and Immu- 


tability ot God in his Nature and will, Who is 
the Object of the Souls Faith and Fear, makes 
him the ſame in all Times; it keeps his Soul fix- 


ed, and to the ſame Extent and Dimenſions of ſpi- 


ritual Duty, his Eye is alwayes upon him that is 


Inviſible. Oh what lamentable Work doth the 


Hypocrite make in his ſpiritual Loom for Wane 
n * No 
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ot theſe ſpiritual Temples ! At what Uncertainties 
doth he throw his Shuttle? He is fixed and ſtea- 
dy in nothing ; one Thing to Day, and another 


I Thing to Morrow); his Sails are ſet according 


to the Wind of his Intereſt, which, according to 
the Varieties of this World, one while blows 
trom the North, another while in the quite 
Oppoſite Quarter. Whereas the ſincere, good, 


| ſpiritual Workman keeping his Temples before 


him, works. evenly, ſteadily, fixedly ; he ſets God 
before his Eyes always as his Fear, thence it 
15, that his Feet do not ſlide ; he is always ey- 
ing the Promiſe, fo is ever labouring to fulfil tue 
Condition, and daily fearing, and taking Heed, 


leſt having a Promiſe of entring into Reſt, he 


ſhould fail through Unbelief, Theſe Temples 
ove every Day with him and in him, he car- 
ies them along with his Work, till his Web of 
Rightzouſneſs be wholly done. es 
Sect. 7. Laſtly, T obſerve there are ſome Pieces 
"Of Stuff and Cloth, which a ſingle Perſon can- 
not work alone; two: ſit at the Loom, the one 
receiveth the Shuttle which the other throws, 
and returns it to the Hand from which it 
came. The ſpiritual Weaver hath ſome ſuch 
Webs too, he hath relative as well as perſonal 
Duries. The Husband throws his Shuttle to 
ts Wife, walking before her as a Man of Wiſ- 
cm and Knowledge, loving her, and honouring 
er, as the weaker Veſſel. She returneth it back 
+» him again, obeying her own Husband, ſub- 
nitting herſelf to him; he muſt love his Wife 
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as Chriſt loves his Church, and ſhe takes Cate 
to reverence her Husband ; both are at Work to- 
gether as meet Helps one to another in the Thi 

of Goa, ard in the Things of the World, and 
this is acceptable in the Sight of God. What 
rare Hangings for an Houſe do ſuch a Pair of 
Wearers make! How much more excellent 


than thoſe of gilded Leather and Tapeſtry 1 
The Father throws the ſpiritual Shuttle to the 


Child, bringing him up in the Nurture aud Admo- 

aiticn of the. Lord, teaching him the VVay in 
his or her Youth, which he ſhall no forget when 

he is old. The Children return it to the Fa- 
ther or Mother, obeying them as it 15 right in 
the Lord; honouring them not merely from 4 
natural Right, but becauſe it i the ft Com- 
mandment of God with a Promiſe annexed to it. 


The Maſter throws his Shuttle to his Servant, 


commanding him and all within his Gates, to 
remember to keep holy the Sal bath-day, whetting 


the Law of the Lord upon them, when they 


lie down and when they riſe up, when they go 
out and when they come 1n, giving unto his 
Servants that which juſt and equal. The Ser- 
vant again returns it to his Maſter, being obedi- 
ent to him that is his Maſter according to the 
Fleſh, with Fear and Trembling, in Singleneſs of 
Heart, as unto Chriſt, not with Eye-ſervice as a 
Man-pleaſer, but as a Servant of Chriſt, doing the 
VVill of God from the Heart, with good Vill do- 
ing Service as to the Lord, and not unto Men; 
knowing that whatſoevet good Thing any Man doth, 
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the ſame he ſhall receive from the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free. Epheſ. 6. 5, 6, 7. Not an- 
ſwering again, not purlining, but ſhewing all good 
Fidelity, that they may adorn the Doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all Things. Titus 2. 9, 10. 
So in Political and Eccleſiaſtiacal Relations, the 
pious Magiſtrate throws the Shuttle to his 
Subjects, ruling them in the Fear of the Lord, 
commanding the Miniſters of the Goſpel in his 
Dominions to fulfil their Office; commanding 
all his Subjects to keep the Law of the Lord, 
forbidding all deceitful Weights and Ballances, 
not regarding Faces in Judgement, not oppreſ- 


ſing the Poor and Fatherleſs, but regarding the] 


\ of them, and of the Widows. The Sub- 
jet again returns the Shuttle to the Magiſtrate, 
being ſubject to the higher Powers, knowing there 
it 10 Power but is ordained of God,*being ſubject not 

only for VI/rath but for Conſcience Sake; for this 
Cauſe paying Tribute alſo, becauſe they are God's 

Miniſters, reudring to all their Dues, Tribute to 


whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, || 


The} 


Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel throws the Shuttle to 
his People; Preaching the V/Vord of God in Sea- 


ſon and out of Seaſon, with all Faithfulueſs, Dili-| 


gence, Bold;.eſs; in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe who 
oppoſe themſelves ; flying alſo youthful Luſts, be- 
ing vigilant, ſober, of good Behaviour, given to Ho- 
Jpitality, apt to teach, not given. to Mine, no Stri- 
ker, nit greedy of filthy Lucre, patient, no Brawler, 
vor covetons, Oc. On the other Side, their Peo- 


ple 
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ple return the Shuttie, being obedient in the Lord 


to thoſe who have the ſpiritual Over fight of them ; 
laying apart all Filthineſs, aud Superfluity of Naugh- 
tineſs, and with Meekneſs receiving the engrafted 
I'Vord, which is able to ſave their Souls, being Do- 
ers of the V/V/ord and not Hearers only. On! What 
rare and beautiful Webs of Righteouſneſs are 
made at theſe double Looms, when they thus 
work according to the divine Rule? Happy is 
the People that is in ſuch Caſe ; Men ſhall cer- 
_ y ſay, This People have the Lord for their 


. -.-». This POEM. - 
% How ſwiftly doth my Shuttle fly 


To th'other Hand, and by and 7. 


« Returns to th'other Hand it firſt did throw, 
“Stops not at all, nor yet moves {low ; 

** Bur as 1t moves a Threed doth ſtay, 

Jo be united by the Slay 


'* Unto the VVeb! All our Days here 
„ Swifter than V Veavers Shuttles are, 


<* (Saith: holy Fob) Souls cannot reſt 
* Idle at all, but work what's beſt, 


| © Or worlt. They cannot move, but ſome 


New Actions ſtays upon the Loom, 
Adding {till to their V Veb, and muſt 
* At laſt be judg d juſt or unjuſt, 

** According. to them all when done; 


« So will the Judge's Sentence run 3 


For Life or Death. The Whole muſt be 
COR | « Judged 
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' © Tudpged by the All-ſeeing Eye. : « P 
' © VVhat Care had of Thoughts need take, [4 1 
_« Of VVords, of Actions! All theſe make « | 


 <©< My VVeb; as it is true, or not; 18 
* So will the V Vages I have got 18 

„ Be unto me at laſt. Then watch, = 4 
F © My drouſy Soul! Let not Sleep catch F<} 
* Thine Eyes: Let nothing thee betray « 1 
To what in the great Judgment- Day 4ʒ - 

« VVill not abide. My Head, my Hard, 4 \ 
Mine Eyes, my Feet, move at Command 0 


* Of my quick Soul: Each act their Part, 
„ VVhileI am in my Weaver's Art. 

© The Head contriyes, the Hand doth caſt TG 
© The Shuttle, Feet do move as faſt. 3 

« All is at V Vork, the nimble Eye 

* Obſerveth how the Shuttles fly: 
& Shouid I not thus work Righteouſneſs - 
Wich my whole Man: Is that Work leſs 
et In Labour, or in Price? Then ſhake Th 
* 'Thy ſelf my Soul: Let each Power take * 
tc Its Part; command the Members too 

| © Thateach of them their Part may do: 
E © Think not God will be ſerved by 
AA pious Tongue, or devout Eye; 
* Nor by a falſe pretending Heart, 
e He muſt have all, and every Part. 
* © Dotha Threed break, doth thy Soul ſin, 
Do what it can? O! Look back then, 
cc And by Repentance make that good, 
„ Which nothing but thy Saviour's Blood 


« Pardon 


Can expiate ; Repentance may 
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ake, 


don 
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Pardon obtain, but xo Scores pay. 

« My Soul, ſee that thy Temples be 

e Always before thy Face. O fe | 
* Thou work ſt from Faith, Love, holy Fear; 

“ Theſe will thee keep, thou ſhalt not err: 

* Thy VVork will ſtreight and even be, 

Nor ſhalt thou move uncertainly. 

* My Soul! Learn how to work alone, 

And how with a Companion. 

* Who doth not work of every Kind, 

* Himſelf will not approved find. 


GS ” 0$0y$8$9S9%9' SOILS OS OS of | 
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The Weaver in weaving ſometimes finds a Three 
- defeftive in the VVarp, moſtly through the N- 
gligence, or other Infirmity of him that wound the 
arp on, he not diſccrning the Breach of the 
Threed. Sometimes alſo a Threed breaketh in the 
 ftrikiag ; if it happeneth in the former, the 
 PlVeaver ſupplieth it by another Threed in its 
Room ; if it breaketh ia the ſtriking, he brings. 
the two Ends together, and goeth on in his Work. 
ben he hath wrought a Plate, then he looks it 
over, with an Inſtrument picks it out, and bruſh- 
eth off the looſe Knots : So goes on till he hath fi- 
niſbed bis VVeb; then be cuts it off the Loom. 


4 
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The MEDITATIONS. , 

Sf. 1. TH E ſpiritual Weavers Warp is his 

OR Credenda, the ſeveral Propoſitions 
ot Faith and Truth, which are wound upon his 
Soul, partly by the Exerciſe of his Reaſon upon 
natural Principles, partly upon the revealed Will 
of God in his V Vord : For the Candle of the 
Lord in our Souls is lighted both theſe V Vays, 
Reaſon working upon natural Principles will 
conclude, That there is a God who made Hea- 
ven and Earth, that he muit be Eternal, infinite, 
juſt and holy, c, That to him mult be given 
Account of our Thoughts, V Vords and Acti- 
ons: That Man hath an immortal Soul, Ce. 
Bur there are many more Propoſitions of Truth, 
which Reaſon (working from mere natural Prin- 
ciples) will never diſcover; yet are concluded from 
Reaſon upon this Hypothefis, That thoſe ſacred 
Bocks, which we call the Scriptures, contain the 
revealed V Vill of God, and are the V Vords of 
him who cannot lie. Now as natural Light is 


6x 


not the ſame in all, but varieth according to 


the Capacity of a Man to exerciſe his Reaſon, 
and the Helps he hath for it; fo alſo there is a 
vaſt Difference in Mens Concluſions from Scrip- 
_ ture-Principles. Every Man is not alike able to 


ſearch the Scriptures, nor hath the like Advan- 
tage from foreign Help; nor is fo able as ano- 
ther to compare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritaal. 
There is not a greater Difference in Faces, than 
of pi- 

Ous 


there is in the Sentiments and Opinions 
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ous Souls, who all have fer up to themſelves 


the ſame End, viz. The Glory of God, who daily 
beg of God to lead them into all Truth, and 
would not willingly believe a Lie; and neceſſa- 
rily it muſt be ſo, unleſs it would pleaſe God, that 
all Men ſhould be born with the ſame V Vir, 
Reaſon, Parts, and arrive to the ſame Degrees 
of Learning, and have the ſame Helps of In- 


| ftrution. Now it is impoſſible, that the two 


contradictory Parts of the ſame Propoſition ſhould 


be true. Hence, of Neceſſity every ſpiritual Wea- _ 


ver will at laſt be tound to have ſome Threeds 
in his V Varp.defeQtive; ſome indeed more, ſome 
leſs, but all ſome. Nemo fine Crimine vivit; Op- 
timus ille qui minimis urgetur, ſaith Horace. There 
is none liveth who hath à right Apprehenſion 
of every divine Truth: And this Reflection, were 
but Men poſſeſt with common Humanity, would 

oblige them to bear each with his Brother. 
There will not be found a guiltleſ Perſon to throw the 


fir ſt Stone at his Neighbour ; neither is any Man 


intallible; nor is there upon Earth any infallible 
Judge; why do I then judge and condemn my 
Brother? May not he by the ſame Right con- 
demn me? Is there not the ſame Diſtance from him 


to me (ſtand where he will) as from me to him ? 


Who ſhall judge berwixt us? Shall the Church 
or any Authority of Men terminate betwixt us? 
The Church indeed, yea the Civil Magiſtrate, may 
determine, that nothing be publiſhed within their 

Territories,contrary to what they apprehend the 
Will of God : Bur certainly no Man can W an 
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Hair of Truth's Head white or black. Truth(reoi 
will be Truth, and Error a Lie when Men haveſ h 
ſaid what they can; nor is any particular Churchſ mit 
more infallible than a Pope. My following af he 


 Multirude in an Error will no more excuſe me, ror: 


than the following of a Multitude to do evil. Ipof 
have no Judge under Heaven as to my Pradiiceſto 
above my Conſcience. It is indeed my Duty nec 
to hear the Church reverently, to examine what wh 
it ſaith diligently, and to believe it, as my Con-j \ 
ſcience tells me, it doth, or doth not agree with] bre 
the Holy Scriptures. Our ſpiritual Weaver then by 
may be aſſured, that there are ſeveral Threeds 
defective in his Warp: And therefore ſtands high- I eth 
ly concerned to be ever and anon caſting an Eye ma 


upon it, examining the various Propoſitionsſ is: 


which he hath embraced for Truth, and upon 
which he buildeth and directs his Practice. But] anc 
it is very poilible, tha he may not be able to] tug 


put in better Threeds when he hath done. Hel tha 


is a Bruit, no Man, that can believe what he Ti 
liſteth, or whatſoever his Neighbour would have] offe 
him to believe. All a Chriſtian's Duty in wh 
this Caſe is, 1. To examine and prove Propoſi -· De 
tions, to hear on both Sides, to compare Things] tha 
ſpiritual with ſpiritual, Cc. 2. To have thel lin 
Perſwaſions to himſelf, in which he hath Faichſ ſay 
different from the Church in which he lives] kn 
3. To beg of God to lead him into all Truth, I zo: 
and to reveal what as yet is not revealed toſjas 
him, and to pardon his Miſtakes, and not to] ful 


] : conceal any Truth revealed to him in Unrigh- a j 
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teouſneſs: Which dding, he may be affured un 
have an High Prieſt can have Compaſſion on our I fir+ 
mities, upon thoſe that are ignorant, as well as thoſe 
otherwiſe out of the VVay. Yet 1 tear ſome Er 
rors of Faith are damnable, ſuch as infer an Im- 


poſſibility of the Soul that is poſſeſſed of them; 


to do thoſe Things which the Scripture makes 
neceflary zo Salvation, Faith and Repentance'; 
whether any other or no, is more than I know: 

Se. 2. The Weaver finds many à Fhreed 
break in the ſtriking, yet is his Web not ſpoiled 
by it; but when it happens, he ſtops, looks back, 
and lays up, and re-unites his PFhreeds, and got 
eth on in his VVork: Thus doing, tho there be 
many a real Breach, yet the Piece comes off, 
is approved merchantable, and paſleth. VVe 
haye betore conſidered all the Thoughts, W 
and Actions of a Chriſtian's Lite, as our Piri- 
tual Weaver's ſtriling. Infinite are the Threeds 
that break in it. The Righteous ſinneth frven 
Times in a Day; who can tell how oft he 
oftendeth 2 He who thinks he can keep the 
whoie Law of God in Thought, Word and 
Deed, is not more to be blamed for his Error, 
than for his Ignorance ; it he knew what Ho- 
lineſs that holy Rule requireth, he would never 
ſay fo. It was becauſe the Phariſees did not 
know, that God's Law which ſaith, Thou ſpalt 
not kill, torbade as well raſh Anger, and ill Words, 


as bloody Actions, that they thought they could 


tulfil it: And if the Popiſb Doctors did not give 
2 jejune Inter pretation ot a divine Law no Way 
| . concordant 
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concordant to Holy Wric,they would never tell us 
of & Poſſibiiity ot Works ot Supererogation, or 
that any hath Oil enough in his Lamp for himſelf 
and others, which was what the wiſe Virgins 
in the Parable denied. Our Threeds (the Lord 


pardon them) will break, and do break every] 
Day. What Help in this Caſe, but to eaſt our 


Eyes back upon our Actions, to take Care ut 


gether again by Repentance, to make up the 
Breach by an Exerciſe ot Faith. on the Lord Je- 
ſus; to reſolve in God's Strength to take more 
Heed for the future: This doing, though what 
is done cannot be undone, yer, for the Satis- 
faction of Chriſt, it ſhall be reckoned as undone, 


and our Web of Righteouſneſs accounted as 


perfect, and accepted of God. The Soul is not 
made one who never ſinned, (that is impoſſible, 
and .importeth.a Contradiction) but it is made 
as one that had never ſinned, that is, its Sins 
all never hurt it. 3 
dect. 3. The Weaver, when he hath wrought a 
Plate, (ſo they call ſo much of the V Veb made, 


as can at once be before his Eye) he looks it o- 


wer, picks it,bruſheth of the looſe Knots ; (ſo I think 
they call the little Parts ot Wool or Yarn picked 
off) how fitly doth this prompt the ſpiritual 


Weaver to his every Day Work of Selt-Exami- 


nation? Every Day's Thoughts, Words, Actions 
make him a Plate of Work. Some Unevenneſs 
there will be in it, his Conſcience ſpiritually en- 
lightened is the Inſtrument he muſt uſe to pick 

his 


ultima reſpondeant primis, to bring the Ends to- 
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er kis Work by. Something will be found too 
ſelf much in his Afections, Paſſions, Words, Pretenieds, 4 
ins r. even in his beſt Actions, to be pick'd ouʒt 
ord By 4 penitent Heart, diſclaimed, abhorred, caſt 


ery from him as a filthy Rag; ſomething to be 
our! brufhr off as no Part of his ſpiritual Web, yea 


Box bf precious Ointment to Rink. He never 
proves a-good Workman, who is not as good 
and as diligent at picking, as at throwing of His 


king in a ſeeming Coutſe of Piety and Righ- 
teouſneſs. Often reckoning we ſay makes long 
Friends: Often reckoning with God and or 
own Conſcience, will keep- God and us 55 


unto us. Oh that every good Chriſtian would 
remember at the End ot every Day, My Day's 
Work is now done, but {till I have it to pick; and 
then retire into his Cloſer, and uſe his Conſci- 
ence to refle& upon his Actions, and ſee it it he 


to the divine Rule: How much would this coni- 
tribute to the Evenneſs of a Chriſtian's Web, 
ituall 20d help him in the Cloſe of his Lite to ſay after 
ami-I Hexekiab, Lord, Remember how I have walked be- 
Tionsl fore thee in Truth, and with a perfect Heart. 


.nneſs| Se. 4. This whole Work muſt be done tin 


y en- our Piece comes quite off the Loom. Sclt-Ex- 
pick amination, Repentance, Watchfulneſs, are not 
his he Works of 2 or a Month, or a Tow. 
o ur 


ö 
as à noiſome Fly, which will make his whole 2 


Shuttle. He never makes a good Chriſtian, who 
is nat as good at examining his Ways, as wal- 


(ſo far as his Light will guide him) according 


| 


Friends, and our own Confeiences long Friends ö 
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but of our whole Life; no Work for Lent, or 
Ember-Wecks, or Faſting-days only, but the 
Work of every Day, every Week: The good 
Chriſtian can never ſind a Time tor a, Carnival. 
Travellers tell us, That iu the Popiſh Countries, 
particularly at Venice, the Week before their 
mortify ing Time ot Lent is called by that Name, 
a Weck given up to all Manner ot Luſt; Luxu- 
ry, Gaming, Lewdneſs and Prophanneſs as a 
Preface to their, Mock-faſt; that is to follow, 
* Whici make their Lenten-yeeks an undue Pro- 
portion of Time, for the diſgorging their pollu- 
ted Souls of the preceeding Crapula. Theſe are 
ill ſpiriritual Weavers, that ſpoil more of their 
Work in one Week, than they can again make 
good in many. The Workman in the Lord's 
Work, who needs not be aſhamed, is quite ano- 
ther Thing; he is always at Work, either wea- 
ving or picking, either working or looking over, 
ſearching or proving what he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or well done, yea or no, till his 
Piece comes off the Loom; his Hands and Eyes 
never ceaſe: And to him that doth thus, God 
will ſay, Well done] Good and faithjul Servant, 
enter into thy Maſter's Joy. The Weaver cuts his 
own Picce from the Loom, and ceaſeth to work 
when he hath made his Piece to the Length and 
Breadth, which he or his Maſter hath propoſed. 
The good Chriſtian might do ſo too, if his 
Lengths and Breadths propoſed by his great 
Lord, were not ſuch as he can never reach and 
fulfil; but his Mark io which he is to preſs. for 
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ward, the perfec# Man, the Meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, mentioned Epheſi- | 
ans 4. 13. is ſuch a Length and Breadth as the 
beſt Chriſtian can never hope to reach, and 
muſt therefore die in his Work; ſtill forgetting 
what is behind, ſtill preſſing forward to what is 
before. He cannot take off his Work when he 
pleaſeth, becauſe he will never have done it ; 
he cannot finiſh his-Courſe till God hath finiſh- 
ed his Lite. The Work which God hath given 
him to do, is not to depart from his Statutes _ 
all the Days of his Life. | 


The POEM. 


* Do ſome Threeds tail in every Warp ? 


* Why do I at my Neighbour Carp, 

* Becauſe he is not of my Faith, 

* Nor can I think true what he ſaith ? 
* Who made my Soul Judge in his Caſe, 
* What but my own impudent Face? 

e Don't I from him differ as much 


« As he from me? Is the Caſe ſuch 


* The Church muſt judge? But yet I fhall 

©* To my own Maſter ſtand, or fall. 

© The Church ſhall judge what ſhall be taught 
Within her Territories naught. 

] muſt not publiſh then what ſue 

* Doth contradict, and not agree: 


| ** Bur ſhall not Rill my Thoughts be free 
From any humane Tyranny ? - 


* Shall ſhe determine me to do 


What Conſcience ſaith will bring me e Woe ? 


+ Rn < Muff, q 
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e Muſt we ſubſcribe what our Hearts tell 1 


Us, will but lead us into Hell > 


* Or, can we believe what we liſt? 
And muſt we, or our Neighbour's Fiſt 


cc 


cc 


Into it buffet us? Where's gone 


The Proteſtant Diſcretion? 5 


* Rome hath the beſt ot t, if that we 


cc 
cc 
cc 


e 
tec 
x 
10 


cc 


Muſt have Infallibility. 

Whoſo believes, becauſe the Church 
Believes, is in the Romiſb Lurch: 

He for's Religion ne're will burn, 
And waits for th' next Wind to turn, 
May I miſtake ?, What ſhall ſecure 
Me, coming to the Church's Lure? 
God will forgive me, if I ſlide 

Under the Conduct of that Guide 


Which he hath in me ſet; and in 


Foundation-Dodrines do not ſin. 


Though in my V Varp ſome Threcds amiſs, 


Or in my V Voot Infirmities. 

It do what I can upon 

My Conſcience Information, 

For what I have, or have not done, 
I eruſt Chriſt's Satisfaction. 

Only I muſt both bruſh, and pick 
Each Plate of V Vork, for'c will be ſick 
Ot Imperfection: And this I 


' Muſt every Day do till I die. 
Ven God my V Vork cuts off the Loom, I. 


Then will my private Judgment come; VV 
And I ſhall have my V Vages given, the 
** Which muſt be either Hell or Heaven. 1778 


FP 


Te Art of Weaving ſpiritualized. 577 


Ei rt oa ire ei ir or are eo 
CHAP. VI. 


The ART. 


Ihen the raver s Prom: or Cloth is off the Loom, 


om, 


P. 


ried to the ſealing Hall and Sealed. Thus they 


be brings it to hi Maſter, who payeth him ac- 
cording to what be hath earned, to ſome more to 


' ſome leſs. His Maſter maketh it up, fitteth it 


for the Merchant, by ſeveral Acts, according to 
the Nature of the N eb, Fulling, Entring, Raiſing, 
Preſſing them; ſome are only plainly made up 
and preſſed ; ſeme are Gleſſed ; ſome muſt be car- 


are fitted up for a Merchant, then ſold. 


The MEDITATIONS. | 
Sec. 1. HAT a VVork is here, beſore 


the poor laborious V Veaver can 

get a few Pence or Shillings ! What a Variety 
of Labours and Pains! I have heard, as I ſaid 
before, That a great Peer of this Realm {ome- 
times condemned to die, thus expreit himſelf;  .; 
* If I had ſerved my God with the ſame Faith- 
© fujneſs as I have ſerved my Prince, I had not {4 
* come to this untimely End.” Many a poor 
V Veaver that fits at his Loom, trom Four in 
the Morning till 8, 9, 10 at Night, but to get 
7, 8, or 10 > Shillings a Week for a Livel: hood ,I 
| car 
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fear may ſadiy reflect upon his Soul, and ſay, 
It I wrought half ſo hard for God, as I here 
toil for my Maſter, how much better V Vages 
ſhould IT have? What a lamentable Fool I am 
to work 9, 10 Hours in a Day, for 7, or 8, or 
10 Shillings, and to grudge one or two Hours, 
to work for a Crown of Glory; to read, hear, 
pray that God would not condemn my Soul 
ro an eternal Miſery? How doth many a poor 
induſtrious V Veaver ſpend his Labour for that 
which is not :Bread, and his Strength for that 
which either will not profit, or not comparably 
with'the Work of Righteouſneſs. Bleſſed God! 
What Compatiſon is there betwixt thine and 
the VVorld's Wages, to him that moſt faith- 
fully ſerres it, his Crowns of Gold, and this 
Crown ot Eternal Glory and Happineſs? V Ve 
hear Men often ſay, V Ve will rather play for 
nothivg, than work for nothing; yet how do 
the moſt of Men rather chuſe to work for no- 
thing, yea to work for Hell, rather than to 
work out their own Salvation, and for the Glo- 
ry of God? (The greateſt ſome Things of this 
V Vorld, ard of that which is to come.) The 
Service of God is a perfect Freedom, a Free- 
dom in Compariſon of all the VVork in the 
VVorld. Doth Ged require of a poor V Vea- 
ver, that he might be ſaved, to ſpend 8 or 10 
Hours every Day in Reading, Praying, Hearing, 
 Self- Examination, Cc. V Vhar lively active Chri- 
ſtian is conſtant to much more than a third Part 


ef that Time ſpent in Devotion to God? Yer 
5 is 


it is | 
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It is true, he muſt ſe: God always before his Eyes, 
that will not ſlide by his Feet. He mutt walk 
in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long, that will 
eater into his Maſter s Joy, he muſt continually 
direct his Intention right, whether he eateth or 
drinketh, or whatever he doth, he muſt do all to the 


Glory of God : But is Holineſs fuch a Toil, ſuch 


2 Weatineſs to the Fleſh, ſuch a bodily Labour 
as weaving is? Yet what a Difference is there 
in the Wages? Ah! What a Slave is Man, 
that can tie himſelf, yea muſt tie himſelf to a 
Loom all the Day for a poor Livelihood, and 
yet cannot tie himſelf ro a Courſe of Religion 
and Holineſs, to obtain the Promiſes both for 
this Lite, and for that which is to come? Shall 


not the Beams of the Weaver's Loom, ſhall not 


his Shuttles and Treddles be Witneſſes againſt 
him another Day, which by him are kept in 
continual Motion, and worn our, for a little 
Portion of Bread ? While in the mean Time, 


not a Cuſhion is worn out by him in Prayer, 


not a Bible with reading in it what ſhould 
concern his everlaſting Peace. What but an 
evil Heart of Uabelief could give Conduct to the 
Life of moſt, while forſaking the Fountain of 
living Waters, they thus ſpend their Time, their 
precious T'ime, (upon which their Eternity de- 
pends) in digging up to themſelves Ciſterns, 
broken Ciſterns, that will hold no Water? Did 
they believe there were a God, there were an 
Heaven, ſuch a Reward. as the Scripture ſpeaks 

f for 


7 


'- ſome Materials, ſome Powers given to them. God 


then with finer; firſt with woollen, then with 
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for the Righteous, it were impoſſible they ſhould Þ 


for what is infinitely beneath ir. 


Set. 2. The Weaver's Maſter pays him accord-( a 
ing to bis Work. The Materials he hath betore P 


received from his Maſter, of various Sorts, and 


Some ſpoil all, and have, inſtead of Wages, no- 
thing but a ſmart Reproof and Chiding, or an 
Action brought againſt them; others bring it 
home ſlovenly done; others bring it done well, 
and workman like. They are paid according 
to their Work. The great Maſter, the Lord of 
| Heaven and Earth, furniſheth every Man with Ma- 
* terials and Inſtruments, for him to do the Work! 
which he hath given him to do. None is with-ff 
our à reaſonable Soul, endued with ſeveral Fa- 

culties, the Principles and Inſtruments of all hu-F 
mane Operations. All indeed have not alike ff 
Wit, Capacity, Judgment, Reaſon ; bur all have 


(as the prudent Weaver) doth not at firſt give 
out to all the beſt Materials. The prudent 
Weaver firſt tries his Servant with coarſer Yarn, 


Silk : If he works not the coarſer firſt well, his 
Maſter truſts him not with the finer : If he works 
not his woollen Yarn well, his Maſter will not 


adventure Silk into his Hands. If he doth work N 
the Coarfer well, his Maſter is not bound, (o- 


move ſo little for it, while they work fo hard je t 


2 
up! 
1 


Prices, according to the Piece he is to work, EAW. 


therwiſe than he may be by a Promiſe or Co- Pear! 


venant) to truſt him with his moſt choiſe and of a 


coſtly 


ld le 3 1 _ —_— I do much in- 
iard (ine to think, in the Day of Judgment, na 
d dal, ſhall be condemned for = doing hs 

ord. Nich it had not wherewithal to do: As a Man 
tore Pa fin without the Law, ſo he may periſh 
and Pithout the Law, being judged without the 
ork, Lw. I can eaſily acquit the holy God of any 
no- Porighteouſneſs, if, in Man's lapſed Eſtate, he 
an Pould eternally condemn a Soul, for not doing 
g it hat in his preſent State he cannot do. Tis 
vell, kertain, that we all had in Adam a Power to 
ding fe whatſoever in Innoceney God required of 
4 Nan, in order to Salvation; if our Fore- father 
Ma- ent what we ſhould have lived upon, it were 
Vork fery abſurd ro ſay, God hath loft his Right 
rith- #0 exact his Debt, becauſe we have loſt our 
Fa. fower to pay it: Bur I fay, I ſee no Need to 
 bu- (fiſt on this. God will find enough to con- 
like Pemn Sinners for at laſt, becauſe they have 
have lone it, (when he forbade them) and it was in 
God heir Power to have forborn it; or not done 
give That he commanded, and was in their Power 
dent $2 have done. The meritorious Cauſe of their 
arn, Damnation (to whom God pleaſeth not to give 
wich fn cacious Grace) will be found, their Abuſe, or 
, his Pot Uſe of their common Grace. It is true, 
orks id Men uſe their common Grace never ſo well, 
not They could not, by ſuch Uſe of it, earn ſpecial 
work race, (that is a ſacred Wind, which blobeth 
| (o- Nbere it liſteth) the Price of it is above all the 
' Co- Pearl, and Coral, and Rubies, and Diamonds 
and Ivf 2 natural Man's Work: But I do not think 
oftly : that 


\ 
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that in the Day of Judgment we fhall ſee the 
Face of one Soul, who did what in him lay$*/*4 
only God was wanting to him in the Diſpen- uu 
ſations of effectual Grace. The Sinner (let him Set 
think what he will to the contrary) ſhall neveiſo nei 
lay his Damnation at God's Door. This great. 
' Maſter will give every one according to hi e bim 
Work. Some ſhall ariſe to Shame and Contempt, that 
ſome to Life Eternal; all ſhall receive according ſa 
to what they have done in the Fleſh, whether 1 hi 
be Good or Evil. The Latter ſhall go into Euer fer 
laſting Puniſhment, the Righteors into Life Eternal] ice. 
Matthew 25. 45. When Chriſt comes (and it N het 
will be quickly) his Reward will be with him, toben, 
give every Man according as his Work ſhall be. uch 
Revel. 22. 12. Ihen the Son of Man ſhall come hat 
in the Glory of his Father, with his Angels, then ball 
| ſpall. he reward every Man acccrding to his Vork, ter. 
Matth. 16. 27. He whoſe Work hath been toll it 
riſe up early to drink ſtrong Drink, and to ſitall 
at the Wine till it inflamech him, ſhall have, Degr 
according to his Work, his Portion, where he ſhall*) 5 
want a Cup of cold Water to cool his Tongue. Hence 
Other ſenſual Sinners ſhall alſo have according Pour | 
to their Work, i. e. the Judgment threatned inſther. 
the Word of God to ſuch Kind of Works: Ander f 
the Child of God allo ſhall have according toſf* th 
his Work, Iſaiah 32. 17. The Work of Righteouſ- Pe gr 
ne ſe Mall be Peace, and the Effect of it Ouietne ſ Nr il. 
and Aſſurance jor ever. The good Man jhall Sidon 
receive according to his Work. The King razin 
Hall ſay to them on his right Hand, Come you bide 
e Vieſſelſiu 1 
Iſrael 
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lefſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom, &c. For 
iſpen. was an Hungry, and you gave me Meat, &c. 
t him Sect. 3. As every Chriſtian's Work is not alike, 
nevedſo neither will his Wages be. 1 Cor. 3. 15. "if 
great Man's Work be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer Loſs, but 
o hic himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as through Fire. He 
rempr $hat buildeth upon the true Feundation ſhall 
rdinebe ſaved ; but yet he may ſo work, that much 
her. ii his Work may be burut, and if it be ſo, he ſhall 
Euer-Haffer Loſs, he ſhall be ſaved, but as through 
2raa](Fice. It hath been a Queſtion amongſſ Divines, 
nd irf®Vherher there ſhall be Degres of Glory in Hea- 
n, toben, yea or no? Tis very probable there ſhall, 
ze nuch Scripture looketh that Way; certain it is, ; 
' combat in many Things all the glorified Saints 
thenfÞball be equal. They ſhall all be exempted from 
or E Eternal Puniſhment, they ſhall all ſee God, they 
en toll ſhall be for ever with the Lord, but that they 
0 fi:Þball all fit on equal Thrones, and have the ſame 
nave, Degrees of Glory and Happineſs, we cannot 
ſhalllay; nor yet will deſcribe wherein the Diffe- 
igue.fence ſhall lie, what further Degrees of Ho- 
dingſour or Plcaſure one ſhall have more than ano- 
d inſther. This we know, that every ſpiritual Wea- 
Ander fall, in the great Day, be paid according 
g toſto the Rind of his orb, and according to the 
eouſ- Degree of his Work in its Kind, be it good or 
neſs, (Evil It ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
ſhall [Sidoz, tor Sodom and Gomorrah, than for Cho- 
King Pain, Bethſaida, and Caperuaum. Thoſe that 
on fab ide with Chrilt in his Temptations, ſhall fit iup- 
lefſedſſ® tuelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of 
Iſrael, | | | | Set. 


e the 
2 lay 


24 The Art of Weavins ſdiritualized. 
Sgt. 4. Only there will be theſe Difference dn 
| berwixt the earthly and the ſpiritual VNiaver 
Payment, 1. The earthly Weaver hath ſomething 
duc to him from the Nature of his L Vork as wel 
as from his Maſter's Promiſe and Contract; | 
| hath not the ſpiritual 'Y/Yeaver. The Mages — 
Sin is Death; but the Gift of God is Eternal Lij 
A Man may earn Hell, but he muſt have Hea 
ven trecly given him ot God; all the Pretene 
of Debt we have, is from a free Promiſe. 2. A 
gain, The carthly Weaver may do ſomething b 
ond bis Tast, which if he doth, he ſhall be paic 
for it: So cannot the ſpiritual Weaver, nay 
when he hath done all he can, he muſt ſay he 
is an unprofitable Servant : a Scxvant, ſo as what 
he hath done is but his Duty; an zmprofitable 5 
Servant, ſo as whar he hath done comes ſhonf & 
of his Duty. do that indeed our ſpiritual Weaſie v 
ver ſtrictly hath not according to his Mork, not Rik 
according to the Failures, and Iinperfections of — 
it, but according to the Kind of it, and Degree, u. 
ef, Goodneſs in it. The ſpiritual Weaver's Re 4 
ward is by no Means a quid pro quo, a propor- 
tionable Reward unto his Work; but 'tisa ReF; 
ward of Grace, according to the Nature an 
Degree ot his Sincerity in his Work. » 
Sekt. 5. When the Weaver s Piece cometh off th 7, 
Loom, (honing to the Nature of the Piece) 
it is either by the Maſter only made up and preſſed}... 
and ſealed, or elſe (as ſome Foy Bree * 
Dyed, Fulled, Tentered, Raiſed,Preſſed,Glozed, ande 
ſo expoſed to the Merchant. Much ef this isn | 
IR only 
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Jonly to deceive, or pleaſe the Buyer's Eye 
Nothing of this is to be done to the ſpiritual 
Web, that goes to an Eye, which, as it cannot 
be deceived, ſo it will not be pleaſed with any 
Glozings ; only Dyed it muſt be, made up and offe- 
*> Med unto God it muſt be, Sealed it muſt be. The 
 Lif only Dye that can give an acceptable Tincture 
Hea 


tene: 
2. A 


tain ſet open to the Houſe of David, and to the 
Inhabitants of Jeruſalem for Sin, and for Unclean- 
Ae. Revel. 7. 14. Thoſe that came out of great 
8 be Tribulation; waſhed their Ribes, and made them 
Pals white in the Bluod of the LAMB. If we fit 
m2 A(fairh the Apoſtle) and who lives, who works 
| * and ſinneth not 2) we have an Advocate with the 
jo 7 Father, even Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. 1 lohn 
firabl 2. 1. It is Chriſt that with his Blood, and per- 
_ fect Satisfaction muſt Dye all our Works; it is 
ale who muſt make them up perfect through his 
noi Righteouſneſs; tis he that muſt ſet his Seal of 

ar * Acceptation upon them, who muſt offer them 
So up unto his Father. This is what Saint 7h 
5 Jaw, Revel. 8. 3. when he ſaw another Angel 

* anding before the Altar, having à golden Cenſer: 
8 Lind there was given uato him much Incenſe, that 

be ſhould offer it with the Prayers of all Saints up- 
1 golden Altar, which was before the Throne. 
f Perſe 4, And the Sm ke of the Incenſe which came 
Ce with the Prayers of the Saints, aſcended up before God 


to the Work of Righteouſneſs is, in the Foun- f 


refſedl,.. of the Angel's Hand. Thus now hath our 


it , ſpiritual Weaver finiſhed his Work, run rhe Race 
» 20 Jwhich God fer him to run, finiſhed his "Courſe, 


3 and enters the Paradiſe of God. Set, 
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Seri. 6. But I obſerve, That every poorfyided 
Weaver cannot ſtay for his Wages until theffother 
End of the Year, but hath it from Week rtofſputs 
Week; poſſibly they cannot ſtay ; ſo long, but land 
muſt have it from Day to Day. The good Ma-Ito di: 
ſter indulgeth him, conſidering his Neceſſities, (der, a 
and the Needs of his Family, he giyeth him not Word 
all, but ſome he giveth him: So doth our greatÞthe E 
Lord and Maſter; Godlineſs hath Promiſe both Worl. 
of this Life and alſo of that whith is to come. ſſomet 
Our Lord knoweth, that we are neceſſitous Crea-ſſthey 
tures, and cannot do him Service (while we are [Will 
in the Body) without Food and Raiment. God-ſj 
lineſs hath therefore many Promiſes annexed to 
it, Which are fulfilled in this Life; it not to all 


in the Extent of ſome Promiſes, yet to all fff Lo 
far as ſhall be Food convenient, and fo enough 
for them, to ſupport, uphold, and maintain It 
them, while in this World they are at their Lord's 
Work. Let not this in equal Portions; but asf We 
many Maſters that have various Workmen not} 
indued all with alike Diſcretion, ſometimes truſiſ® We 
one (who is the giſcrceteſt of them) with the 
Portions belonging to three or four; *tis all inf Sti 
Truſt, that they ſhould diſtribute to fix and: 
ſo to ſeven : So doth our great Lord and Maſter It 


in his Diſtributions of the good Things of this 
Life, which are capable to be ill as well, as wellff Is t 
uſed. God gives to ſome Abundance, to other | 
enough, to others too little. He that hath AbunF If! 
dance, hath with it a Charge to be rich in good 
| Wirksto do good, and to diſtribute, God hath ne | 
vide 
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poor lyided - all, 42 have it in their on Hands, 
the [others have it in their Friends Hands. God 


c tol puts for the Poor into the Hand of the Rich, : 


but land with a Charge to them to do good and 
Ma- Ito diſtribute it according to his Oni and un- 
ties, der, and by the Rules he hath ſer down in his 
not Word. Their great Wages are to be paid at 
zreatſthe End of their Days, indeed at the End of the 
both World; but they ſhall in the mean Time have 
come. ſomething to ſupport, and uphold them while 
rea- Ithey are in the Fleſh, doing and ſuffering the 
e are Will of God concerning them. 


Jod-! 

* The POEM. 

” Rus 1 5 

in of Lord! How we labour for a Piece of Bread, 
ough Which when we have, 

ntain It periſheth ! No ſooner are we ted, 


© ur Stomacks crave. 


ord's 
* We work, and by and by our getting ſpend : 


at As 


1 not What we before — 
truſtf Were, that we are; Our Labour's without 
h the * And we ſtill poor. 

all in Still but our Body's fed. Our better Self 

nd: * Will 4 be: 

aſter It cannot be maintain d with worldly Pelt 

f this ** T Eternity. 

s well Is there no better T'rade, might not I work 
other “ For better Pay, 

bung If I ſerv'd God? My Soul let it not irk 

2 good * Thee for to pray, 0 

1 pro} To read, to hear, to ſpend Time eve ry Thy 
vided G " 70 
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To make that ſure, (away, 
c Which when all theſe poor Things ſhall melt 
“ Shall ſtill endure. 
c Work how I wi!l, while I am in the Fleſh, 
My Pay will be 
“ Or good, or bad; of either more, or leſs, 
4 Ecernally. 
ay " Why doſt thou ſay no mortal Man can live 
* Merely on Prayer? 
« Did ever God unto his Servant give 
Nothing but Air? cub | 
5 Can ſt truſt him for a Crown, and can'{t not 
** Him tor thy Bread? 
© Hath he not ſaid unto thy Part of Duſt, 
| * It ſhall be fed? 
te Did ever any him for nothing ſerve, 
For nothing here? 
a It thou doſt not abound, thou ſhalt not ſtarve, 
Thou needſt not fear. (ker 
fo But do not think, that thou doſt from thy Ma- 
Earn the leaſt Good ; 
e All's free Gift, or becauſe thou art Partaker 
« Of thy Lord's Blood. (Piece; 
* His Hand muſt Seal his Blood mult Dye the 
* It he but write 
ce Accepted, it ſhall paſs for Rightcouſneſs; 
** That makes it right. 
Out of that Angel's Hand, my God, let all 
My Prayers come 
To thee, and whatſoever Good I ſhall 
9 . Work in my Loom. 
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cult | - PART II 


noc 
CHAP. L 
Of the Excellency of the Trade. 
: OBSERVATIONS. 
* [ Itherto I have only helped our Weaver with 
I. ſome Hints for ſpiritual Meditations, and 


Diſcourſe from the ſeveral Parts of his Work. 
Let me now give him ſome few Obſervations I 


= have made upon eight and twenty Years Con- 

2 verſe with many of this Occupation. My Ob- 
ſervations will ſome of them be more general, 
relating to other Trades as well as that; ; ſome 
more {pecial, relating to that Employment. I 

Ry” ſhall not be curious in diſtinguiſhing them each 


from other, but take them as my Thoughts ſug- 
geſt them to me. 


1. In the firſt Place, J obſerve the Circumſt an- 

ces of that Occupation, equaily fitted tothe perſonal 
Advantages of thoſe which are employed in it, and 
H E G 2 | the 
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the political Good of the Place where it is exerciſed, 
with any other, if not much exceeding moſs Employ- 
ments: Which I ſhall make our in ſeveral Parti- 
culars. 5 | 5 

1. Its End and Effect, is the Supply of one of 
the great VVants of human Life. Food and Ray- 
ment, are our two great bodily Needs: The A- 
poſtle adviſeth, that, if ue have them, we ſhould be 
content. The Weaver ſupplies the latter. What ſad 
Employments have many Perſons in the World, 
the End of which is nothing elſe but Luxury 
and the Satisfaction of Luſts: Their Trades are 
but a Factorage for the Devil, a meer Proviſion 
for the ſinful Fleſh, for the fulſilling the Luſts there- 
of. Bleſſed God! It Mens Conſciences were 
not ſeared with an hot Iron, upon what an un- 
eaſy Pillow would they lye down at Night when 
their Conſciences ſhould tell them, now I have 
been doing nothing this Day, but ſerving Mens 
Luſts, and helping them on to their Eternal Ruin 
and Deſtruction. How many are thus employed? 
The Viaver as to this may Sleep ſecure; and 
Work ſecurely in the Day-Time, being aflured, 
that he may comfortably abide in the Calling to 
which God hath called him ; he may confident- 
ly beg Gods Bleſſing upon his Employment, and 
| Afay, Proſper thou the Mork of our Hands upon us, 
DOD Lord, Proſper thou our Handy Vork. He whoſe 
Employment lieth in a meer Service of Pride, 
Luxury and Wantonneſs cannot do ſo. . 

2. A Second Advantage of this Trade is, The 
little Time that it giveth either Servant or or, 

| ut 
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ied (but Servants eſpecially) fr Ialeneſs. Idleneſs 
ie f (eſpecially in Yourh) is the Source and Fountain 
PP9Y= of almoſt all the Debauchery polluteth the World, 
and all the Baggary with which we abound, ' 
Solomon tells us, Ecclefiaſticus 10 18. By much 
> of Slothfulneſs the Building decayeth, and through Idle- 
NJ" neſs of the Hands the Building drops through. This 
I(ſaith Ezekiel 16 49.) was the Iniquity of Sodom, 
* Pride, Fulneſs of Bread, and Abundance of Idleneſs 
Id. Nas in her Daughters. The Soul of Man is an active 
oF buſy Thing, and muſt be ſet on Work; if it be 
not kept in a conſtant good Employment, it will 
moſt certainly employ itſelf ill, and undoubted- 
ly the Debauchery of moſt Places owes it ſelf to 
the great Leiſure that Servants have in Shops, 
Wete hc. The Weaver can find no Time to be idle 
in a blefled Employment which keeps the Soul 
out of the Temptations to which Idleneſs expo- 
ſeth it. Idle Perſons, 1 Timothy 5. 13. are uot 
Hle only, but Tatlers, and Buſie- Bodies, wandriag 


ought not: Yea, and doing things too which they 
ought not, It is the idle Perſon that proves the 
Gameſter, the Drunkard, &c. It is true there may 
be an exceſs in Labour, when it is to that De- 
gree that it waſteth the Body, deſtroyeth the 
Health, allows not due Time for Derotion, nor 
the reaſonable Repairs of the Body, by Food or 
Sleep, or moderate Recreation; but (theſe things 
xcepted) the leſſer Time for [dleneſs any Trade 
allows, the better it is. This I am ſure this 
Trade doth. I am many Times aſhamed of my 
| G 3 OWN 


rom Houſe to Houſe, and ſpeakiag things which they 
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own Bed, when I ſee the Candles in the poor 
IFeavers Chambers or hear the Noiſes of their 
Lonens. 

3. Thirdly, It is the Advantage of this thaw 
many other Trades, that a Man may be dealing 
in it with a little Soc, and from it get a little 
Livelihood, It is the Diſadvantage of many o- 
ther Employments, that nothing can be done in 
them without ſeveral hundreds of Pounds going: 

"Tis otherwiſe in this, my ſelf have known many 
who came to conſiderable Eſtates, who have told 
me they begun with ten Pound; they paſſed but 


with a Staff over Jordan, and at their coming 
Back had great Droves. 


tilt the e in biel 


Courle of Trade, yet (provided he hath his Health 
and Limbs) his Trade aftords him a Livelinood. 
ny Trades do not this, they are more open, 
And it the Tradeſman fails, he is forced 

— "Ay. 
5. Fitthly, If God bleſſeth the F in his 
Trade, he is fi: ted by it alſo in a great Meaſure 


for the more Noble Employment of a Merchant 
He hath learned to know the true making and} 


the Prices of moſt Stuffs, how they may b 
aflorded, &c. 


6. Sixthly, It gives a great Advantage for ſom 
Exerciſes of Religion to be interwoven with ſecular 


Employment. It is the great Unhappineſs of ſome 
Employments, that they ſo wholly take up the 
Head and Heart of ſuch as are ingaged in them 
that they hardly allow any Intervals for any Spi 
ritu⸗ 
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ritual Employment. The Veaver is not ſo; 
but his Trade is very conſiſtent with, 1. heaven- 
ly Ejaculation : He may have manum in textrino, 
oculos in cælo; his Employment will not. hinder 
his devout Soul from many a Look toward Heaven; 
he may Veave and pray. 2. Spiritual Meditati- 
ons : It not ſo continued and fixed, as if wholly 
at leiſure ; yet frequent, and ſerious. My Senſe 
of this hath given me the Occaſion of helping 
him in the former Part of this Diſcourſe. 3 
Spiritual Diſcourſe. Ocdinarily three or four 12 
working here together in the ſame Chamber: If 
but one of them will be the Preacher, the others 
are tyed to be the Hearers ; and indeed I have 
often thought (how truly I cannot tell) that 
this Trade this Way hath very much contribu- 
ted to the Religion of this Town, God having 
a great Number of that Occupation among us, 
of whom we have Reaſon to hope very well, as 
ro their Eternal State. 

7. Seventhly, It is a Trade of great Ingenuity: 


No Mechanick Trade (if this may be called ſo) 


giving ſuch an Advantage to ingenious Perſons 
to improve their Fancy, by the Invention of new 
Patterns, or mixing Yarn and Colours too tor 2 


new pattern laid before them. 


8. Laſtly, 


It is a Trade infinitely uſeful as to 
the Poor. 


are imployed in preparing their Yarn : Children 
from their Infancy almoſt, in winding their Pipes, 
Men in weaving at the Loom. In ſhort, I cannot 
tell whether there be any one other W 

| that 


Females both Women and Children 
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that affords ſo many perſonal Advantages to the ſattei 
Tradeſman, or political Advantages to the State Judę 
under whoſe Government they are employed. ' So-fanot 
lomon ſaith, the King is ſerved by the Field : I amwhet 
ſure the King of England is eminently ſerved byſin tl 
the MVeaver; and this is obvious to any oneſing 
Vho doth but conſider, what an innumerable.Com-ſEvil. 
pany of Spinſters, Wool-combers, Filling-Boys, Opt 
Shear-men, Dyers, Preſſers, &c. depend upon them: him 
Beſides, the Merchant by them is ſerved withſed, | 
infinite Variety of Stuffs, to be tranſported intoſhad 
| all the hotter Parts of the World, beſides the But 
great Quantities uſed in our Land, and the King's|Wha 
adjacent Domintons. . 0 hi 
1. This Obſervation may be of a double Uſemay 
to the Weaver. 1. To reſtrain his Diſcontent for Hlea 
the Conrſe of Life, in which the Providence ofþng e 
God, the Prudence of his Parents or Gover-ffour 
nours, and his own Choice in his younger Years, thin 
have engaged him. It is a great Infirmity ofhnd 
our Natures, that not one of many is content they 
with his Portion. The Poet long ſince complain-fot n 
ed of it: Wea 
1 tis. 
— Qui fit, Mecanas, ut nemo quam ſibi Sortem, ſnd 
Seu ratio dederit, ſeu ſors obyecerit, ills God 
Contentus vivat, laudet diver ſa ſequentes. E | 
„ | ndu! 

The Weaver is ready to ſay, O that I had God 
been a Hofrer, a Grocer, a Draper, any Thing but the 
what I am! One great Reaſon of which is;Þatio 
That we can eaſily fee the Difficulties which ſe | 

; | attend 
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eo the attend our Courſe of Life, but are not ſo good 
State Judges of what attends another's ; which makes 
J. So-Janother's appear to us ſo far more deſirable, 
Jam when, in very Deed, there is no Courſe of Life 
ed byſin this World, but hath ics Difficulties attend- 
one ing it, and ſufficient for every Trade are the 
Com-IEvils thereof; and there is none that makes an 
Boys, Option of another Courſe, but if he would give 
hem: himſelf the Leiſure to enquire of ſome ſo imploy- 
withſed, he would find them as much wiſhing they 
] intoſhad been ſomething elſe than what they are: 
s the But what hath the Weaver to complain of? 

ing's What can commend a Trade which is wanting 
o his? The Alehouſe-Keeper, Vintner, Inn-keeper, 


2 UſeÞnay lie down many a Night with an aking 


at for Heart, to think how many he hath been help- 
ce offing on to the bottomleſs Pit. Others may have 
-over-four Reflections, when they come at Night to 
(ears, think over what they have been doing that Day, 
ty offend their Conſciences makes them Anſwer, that 
ntent they have been ſerving the World with what is 
plain-of no Uſe, but to ſerve Pride or Luxury. The 
Weaver's Conſcience ſhall never trouble him for 
ſchis. When the Weaver reflects upon his Trade, 
1, ſand conſiders the general End of it approved by 
13 Pod, the Profit of it, tho' not ſo great as others, 
yet what will afford Food and Raiment to the 
nduſtrious Hand, the Advantages of it, whether 
had God pleaſeth in it to ſmile or frown upon him, 
g but the Advantage it gives him for devout Ejacu- 
1 is; ations, pious Meditations, good Conferences, 
vhich the Uſefulneſs of. it for all, more eſpecially for 
trend ZR . the 
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the Maintenance of the Poor, he hath no Rea Piety 
ſon to murmur at Divine Providence, nor toes pr 
blame his Parents Prudence, or reflect upon hiſreflec 
youthful Indiſcretion. God hath choſen a good 
Lov tor him, and he ought chearfully to abidg 
in the Calling to which God hath called himy 
and to be content. 5 a M 
2: Did I ſay to be content? Yea to be big! L 2 
ly thankful unto God, blefling God that by hi; . N 
Providence directed him to ſuch an Employ il“ N 
the World, as his Conſcience ſhall never juit!y 
check him for the following of it; ſuch a ond. B 
as he can iz Faith go to God Morning ang. I 
Evening, and beg God's Bleſſing upon, ſo can. V 
not many a joliier Perſon. An Employmendg*® A 

that filleth his Hand, and diverts from Idleneſs] 
which is the Soul's Ruſt and Poiſon. An Employy| . N 
ment in which he hath many Advantages, more E 
than in many others, to ſerve his God, himſelf V 
his Generation; that he ſhall not live in th © D 
Earth like a Drone, upon the Honey gathere 
by others, nor like a Beaſt of Prey upon Ra 
pine, nor like one who thinks he 1s only bor 
tor himſelf, and whom, both the good and fo 
ber World, could a thouſand Times with leſg 
| Inconvenience miſs than keep alive. Here is AJ 
bundance of Matter of Praiſe, that hath over 
ruled our Wills in the Indiſcretion of our Youth © ; 
to ſuch a Choice as this, the Choice of a Tradq © ' 
at which a Man may fit with ſo much Saris} © | 
faction, and in which he may work with iq _ 
much Pleaſure, and the Exerciſe of ſo — . 
1 Picry 


© N 


Real 


1Or tales private Advantage. 
on higtiefiecting on his Employment, fit and ſing. 


The Art of Weaving Jpiritualized. 
ety, and. for fo much publick Profit, 4s well 
Let then the Weaver, 


g00q 


abidd 


| him 


The POEM. 


% My God! my Loom's no Warc-houſe, where 


big 1 Gold-Ore, or ' Silver-V Vages are ; 
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® No Goldſmiths Shop gliſtering with Plate, 


cc 


Nor any other Thing of State ; 
** *'Tis no ſuch Thing: 
But tis an Utenſil, by which 
* The Poor are cloathed and the Rich. 
* VVhar helps to cover Mankinds Shame, 
And thence hath got itſelf a Name, 
© To ſerve the King. 
- My Work 1 is ſuch, as when once o're 
2 Wil ne're my ; Conſcience trouble more: 
* When I have wearied Hands and Feet, 
* My Sleep npon it will be ſweet ; 
My Mind at Reſt. 
"Tis what employs me all the Day, 
And ſpares no Time with Sin to play ; 
What tires not quite, nor giveth Leiſure, 
For any ſordid ſinful Pleaſure, 
= And that Trade's beſt. 
* "Tis what ſo takes not up my Mind, 
Rut I can in it Leiſure find 
*© To ſend a Prayer, with a Sigh, 
* Unto my Father that's on high; 
And think upon 
« His Works of Power, and of Grace, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


« And 


And beg the Shinings of his Face: 
There I can fir, and ſpeak his Praiſe, 
« And others tell how he diſplays 
Salvation. 
“ There I cantell for me what God 

* Hath done, both by his Staff and Rod; 
Of my Redeemer I can ſing 
1 There, and exalt my Lord, my King, 

And him obey, 

&« In doing what he calls me to, 
„ And which he wills me for to do. 
“ There I can ſet on Work the Poor, 


* And all Men pay 


4 There I can recompence the Plow, 
Le I find It Clothing, That Me Bread: 
© Thus J am clade, and alſo ted 
= * Ina poor Loom; | 
* Whiles the All-ſeeing Eye doth ſee 
Others working Iniquity. 
% My Weaver's Loom I will prefer 
” „ Before the idle Theater, 


For CHRIS r will come, 
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<« And keep them from rich Dives Door; 


Witch the honeſt Sweat of a poor Brow: 


Kat 


W - 
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EK A ER OE RE 0 
CHAP. Il. 


For the moſt Part, thoſe who begin the leaſt Stock, 
raiſe the beſt Eſtates. 


2. OBSERVATIONS. 


i. FT is an Obſervation which will be found 


_ tojuſtify it ſelf, as in many other Trades 


and Courſes of Life; fo in this Trade alſo. Not 


any who begin with large Stocks, grow rich 
by Trading; but for the moſt Part, the moſt 
hriving Part of Tradeſmen are thoſe who began 
ith little; nor doth the Reaſon of this ly whol- 
y our of ordinary Sight, though poſſibly ſome- 
Thing of it may not be ſo obvious. 

1. What if we ſhould ſay, (what the Comedi- 
n long ſince obſerved) That the Nature of all 
s proclivis a labore ad libidinem. - Moſt Perſons 
aturally hate Labour, and do not care to eat 
beir Bread (it they can help it) in the Sweat of 
heir Face. It Men have enough to live on, they 
yill rather abate the Ornaments of their Life, 
han endure Labour for them. While on the 
ther Side, thoſe who at firſt are forced to labour, 
to ſupply the Neceſſities of their Life; by that 
Time they have done that, are ſo habituated 
and inured to it, that Labour is far more plea- 
ant to them than Idleneſs; and they now do that 
pon Choice, which they beſore did upon Force. 
he diligent Hand makes rich. 2. But 
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2. But yet this is not all; tor the ſame Divindhvicke 
Author alſo faith, The Bleſſing of GOD maketÞ* bes 
rich. But why 2 How the Bleffing of God mor$# the 
| Uſually attends the Day of ſmall, than of greaff 9 
Things, may be a further Inquiry? For poflibl wilde 
a farther Reaſon may be found out than this#* #4 
That G OD uſually annexeth his Bleſſing to the ith 
diligent Hand; yet always it is not thus. It wag? gr 
the ſay ing of Hierom, (at leaſt ordinarily aſcribec h 
to him) Omni, dives eſt vel iniquus, vel iniqui 
hares. Every rich Man is either an unrighte 3. 
ous Man, or the Heir of ſome unrighteouge i 
Man. It was ſomewhat too harſh to expreſs i Nati 
by an univerſal Affirmative; But if he had ſaidferio 
the Major Part are fo, he had doubtleſs ſpoken ite 
much Truth. Now, where he that beginnetli t 
with a large Stock is iniqui hares, though norf* 15 
himſelf unrighteous, yet the Heir cf an Eſtate Dura 
got by Unrighteouſneſs, he is but nE fidei poÞ%*" 
Jeſſor in the Eyes of the juſt Judge; and it is no '*# 
Wonder if he neither keeps, nor improverh what, 
he hath. It was an old Saying, -—De male quaſi gh 
tis vix gaudet tertius hæres, and agrees with out lock 
Engliſh Saying, Ill gotten Goods will not thriveÞ'2n* 
I knew a worthy Perſon in this Nation, tof*0' 
whom God had given a plentiful Family of Chil-Iis E 
dren, and no plentiful, though a competent, cen) 
Eſtate, he would ordinarily ſatisfy himſelf, diſ-P"s 8 
courſing with his dear and good Yoke-tellow,abourf® 7 
the Circumſtances of his Family, when he ſhouldbell 
ceaſe to be; That though his Eſtate was not great Pe gt 
jet it had no Worm at the Root. Job ſaith of the nod, 

. wicked 
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DivinSvicked Man that is rich, Fob 27. 17. Though 
na kerſbe heap up Silver as the Duſt, and prepare Raiment- 
mori the Clay, he may prepare it, but the juſt ſhall put 
great 9 and the Innocent ſhall divide the Silver. He 
{bl uildeth his Houſe as the Moth, aud as a Booth that 

this he Keeper mak:th. Now, he that beginneth 

to tþFvith a great Stock that hath been thus got, it is 

t walbo great Wonder it it melts away in his Hands, 
-ribed$h0ugh they be diligent Hands; he begins with 
iniquip® Eſtate upon which a Curſe is entailed. ' 
ighte 3: Further yet, What if GOD will ſet a 
1teons eriod tO, and write A Nil Ultra upon an Eſtate $ 
reſs i Nations, Perſons, and ſo Eſtates too, have their 

4 ſaiFeriods. He that hath ſaid to the Waves, 
pokenHlither ſhalt thou go, and no further, hath alſo ſaid 
onerio to Perſons, Families, Nations, Eſtates, @c. 
h notlt is true as to Eſtates, as well as Time and 
EſtacePuration of Life: One Generation goth, and ano- 
zi poſ$Þer cometh. It is he who poureth Contempt upon 
is noPrinces, aud cau ſeth them to wander in the WWilder- 
whatſe /, where there is no Way, and ſetteth, the Poor on 
quaſi 12h from Aftifion, and maketh him Families like a 
th our lock. P ſal. 107. 40, 41. Suppoſe the Man that be- 

t hrivebinreth with a great Stock, be as diligent as he- 
on, tof"hO begins with a little, and as well proportionerh 
Chil-Fis Expences to his Heap: (which is not often 
etent, cen) Suppoſe alſo no Ruſt in his Silver, and that 
„ diſ-pis Stock before he hath it, hath not mala Stami- 
abourf® vitæ, a Conſumption in its Cauſes, but be 


ſnouldvell gotten, and left unto him: Yer if his Eſtate 

great be grown up to its Meaſure, and come to its Pe- 

of theſi0d, it is no Wonder if it improveth not; it is 
arrived 


vic kee 
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arrived at its Meaſure, and come up to its fu 
Growth. ” __ 
2. What is obvious in worldly Trades, may poſheſt 
febly be obſerved as to our ſpiritual Trading tos 
Thoſe that begin with the leaſt Stock there, or- 
dinarily make the beſt Improvements in Grace. 
Publicans and Harlots enter into the Kingdom of Godſhi 
before the Fews. Mat. 21. 13. Oftentimes the laſt Ini 
axe firſt, and the firſt laſt, Men coming from the xpo 
Eaſt and VVeſt, and from the North aud South, fithnd | 
down in the Kingdom of God. Luke 13. 29, 31. Chri 
And thoſe near it, (in an human Eye) come] 2. 
ſhort of it. We ſhall obſerve two: Sorts of Menſedge 
ſetting up in the Ways of God: Some whoſe limp; 
former Life hath been profane and ſenſual, who whe! 
have been bred up in a great Ignorance of God, iner, 
and the Things of God; upon ſome of theſe Tra. 
God workerh and maketh a Change in theirfcann 
Hearts: Others who have been bred up in the w] 
Knowledge of the Scriptures, inſtructed by their ſwith 
Mothers and Grandmothers in the Nurture and ſpur 
Admonition of the Lord. Theſe latter may be Jrable 
reſembled ro Men beginning with great Stocks. whic 
Now, if you obſerve it, ordinarily the former [ye | 
make the greateſt Improvements in the Exerciſe of [that 
Grate. I know it is not univerſally true, as nei- land 
ther are our Obſervations as to Trade, without Nou 
a2n Exception; but generally it is ſo. Paul Chri 
ſeemeth to be an Exception from this Rule; he Stat 
began with a great Stock, bred in the Know- for ( 
ledge of the Law, zealous in the Practice of it; Ithok 
Touching the Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, 
; ; Vlameleſs, 
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s full}lanreleſs, Philip. 3. 6. and yet improved to 2 
great Hight, Laboured more abundantly than all the 
Y poſ-reft of the Apoſtles But two things are obſerv- 
g ton fable in his Caſe. . | 
» Of 1. Thoſe Things which were Gain to him, thofe 
race. ſhe counted Loſs for Chriſt. Philip. 3. 7. He found 
FGodſpimſelf rather diſadvautaged than advantaged by 
be laſthhis legal Righteouſneſs : I ſuppoſe, becauſe they 
n the expoſed him to a Temptation of reſting in them, 
h, fit ſand truſting to them, rather than in the Lord 
„31. Chriſt and his Righrcouſneſs. | TR 
come 2. Though he had a great Stock of Know- 
Men dee and Righteouſneſs, yet he had much 
vhoſe impared it betore his Converſion; for he elfe- 
who where telleth us, he was a Perſecutor. a Blaſphe- 
od, ner, ſo as he was now to begin again; like a 
theſe[Tradeſman that begins with a great Stock, and 
their cannot thrive, but ſpends it, and ſquanders it 
n the away, and then comes again to begin the World 
their ſwith nothing, and then he thrives. Our Savi- 
and ſour hath confirmed this Notion to us in his Pa- 
ay be rable, Luke 7. 41. of the two Debtors ; both 
Stocks. fwhich the Creditors forgave frankly; to the one 
Yrmer Ive hundred Pence, to the other fifty. Peter judged, 
ciſe of [that he, to whoms moſt was forgiven, would love moſt, 
5 nel- ſand our Saviour told him, He had rightly judged. 
thout [You ſhall ordinarily obſerve in the World theſe 
Paul Chriſtians, whom the Lord hath taken out of a 
; he [State of ſenſuality and Profaneneſs, more warm 
now- tor God in all Acts of Devotion and Piet), than 
f it; thoſe whoſe Convection is more inſenſible, 2 
F.. — whoſe 
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| whoſe Life hath been more like Perſons ſancii ſed 
from the /Vomb. 1 = tay E 
3. Nor doth the Reaſon of this ly ſo deep, len us 
but the Eye of human Reaſon may pierce veryſlneſs; 
far into it; for Gratirude being the great Prin- that it 
ciple of Obedience, in Reaſon, the greater the Loveſſs 10. 
is which the Soul hath Experienced, aud thefſonly ſ 
reater the Senſe is which the Soul hath of that ine ( 
Love, the higher the Obligation in Point of Gra liffere! 
titude muſt riſe. Now, though every forgivenſ#hich 
Soul hath much forgiven; yet it cannot be de- I is n 
nied, but ſome have more forgiven to them thai at £ 
others. Sins are not equal, either for Kind, M at de 
Number. Now, (ſaith gur Saviour) They ußfpet the 
have much forgiven, will love much. But beſides, thepnd ſa 
Senſe of this Forgiveneſs is ordinarily upon that 
Soul moſt, to whom moſt hath been forgiven.Þrath 
The Change upon the Heart is more evident Þ#th n 
and the Work of Divine Power and Goodneſs infow an 
it more evident; and ordinarily ſuch Perſons argþord ! 
made to cry out of the Belly of Hell, before theſſittle ct 
Lord hears them; they feel more Wounds in their had 
Conſciences, more Terrors upon their Spirits hade 
which infinitely heighten the Rate of forgivingp mar 
Mercy in ſuch a Soul, and conſequently more have 
ſtrongly oblige them to all that Pury which Trade: 
they owe unto God. die in 
4. Certainly, were this Obſervation (ſo far asſbey al 
it relates to the /7eaver, or to any other Tradeſ- es, I 


man) juſtified, it ought to lay a great-Obliga-Þt a 
tion upon them to the Service of God, and allÞ* Di 
Act of Obedience, by which their Gratitudeſſoſſibl) 


may Pood 


— 
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may be manifeſted. Their Hearts ſhould be ta- 
ep, len up with the Admiration of the Divine Good- 
reryſſ=cls; for they will find it eaſier to ſee the Thing 
vin That it is ſo, than to underſtand how and why it 
Covelis ſo. The Freedom of Divine Goodneſs is not 
theſpnly ſeen in the Effluxes and Influences of Di- 
tharſine Grace bringing Salvation, but alſo in the 
3ra-Pifterent Proportions of the Morſels of Bread, 
iveaſſyhich God cauſeth in his Life to be carved us. 
de· It is not every one that begins with a liitle Stock 
thaul bat grows rich; though ten for one of thoſe [ 
|, Mat do wax rich, raiſe it from a little. Should | 
whoort the rich Man that is made rich, look back, | 
„ thepnd ſay with Jacob, Gen. 32. 10. Lord, 1 am not 
tharÞÞorthy of the leaſt of all the Mercies, and all the 
iven Truth which thou haſt ſhewn unto thy Servant; for 
dent. ith my Staff have I paſſed over this Jordan, and 
eſs iw am ¶ become tuo Bands. Should not they ſay, 
8 ar 
e th 
their had not 10, 20, 30 J. to begin with; God hat 
irits hade my ten Pounds Twenty, my thirty Pounds 
iving e many Hundreds perhaps; whiles in the Time 
mote have lived in the City, I have ſeen many a rich 
rhichÞradeſman melt to nothing, run the Country, 
ie in Goal; many others are as poor as I was, 
far asſhey are poor ſtill, want Bread for their Fami- 
adeſ- es, I am full and rich, and have need of nothing 
liga- ut a more thankful Heart. What hath made 
id alle Difference, but only free Mercy? to whom, 
itude foſſibly, God hath ſhewed Severity; to me 
may Poodneſs. Lord, he ſhall I reader to rhee ? 
| H - 


Tord! my Family was ſmall in England, and 
gittle eſteemed of? I came to Town a poor Boy: 


What 


tos The Art of Weaving | ſpiritualized. 
What an Obligation ſhould this lay upon fuck 
Perſons, to be rich in good VPorks, to do Good 
and td diſtribute, to. give Portions to Six, and alſo u 
Seven, in Thankfulneſs to God, who hath pivei 
fuch a Portion to them? My Heart akes to ſee 
Pei ſons ſo ſcanty-khanded as to Piety and Chatity 
to whom God hath been ſo liberal. Is it not the 
too ordinary Courſe of Men whom God hath 
thus exalted, atloon as they get à little Eſtate 
to think of nothing but purchaſing Coats of Arm: 
for their Families, adorning their Houſes wit 
rich houſhold Stufi, providing onty great Porti 
ons for their Children, and looking out great 
Matches, without regard to the Religion of the 
Perſons to whom they marry. them? This is the 
great Vanity of the Sons of Men, (I tremble te 
fay, ſuch of them as I alſo hope Grace hat 
made the Sons of God) that when themfelve: 
have, to an old Age, uſed nothing but a Rake Husb 
to ſcrape together a great Eſtate, their laſt Am" - 
bition is, to purchaſe a Fork for a luxurious Child Not: 
or Children, to ſcatter abroad all they have gorſ0, m 
Oh! how doth this unthankfnl Generation re Eſtarc 

quite the Liberality and Bounty of a good and gra only | 
cious God toward them! How ill do they re. 
quite the God of all their Mercies! 

5. Our wiſe God foreſaw this Vanity in the 
Hearts of his People, and therefore cautioned hi 
People, Deut. 8. 11. Beware, leſt thou forget th Trad 
Lord thy Ged. Ver. 17. And ſay in thy Heart, Mer) 
Power, and the Might of my Hand, hath gotten u Cuſto 
this Wealth. But thou ſhalt remember the * = 

| Wis th 
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they 
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thy God ; for it is he: who giuath thee P. wer to get 
Riches. There are three. or tour Fountains from 
which the Riches ot all Men flaw, Inheritance; 


eminently ſeen in them all; as to the two former; 


1. God makes Heirs. 2. Matches are hiade in Hea- 
Jen. Nor I do think the unſcarchiable Provi- 
thdence of God more ſeen in any two Things in 


Jiand Inſtances might be given. My ſelf knows 
2 Per ſon of Honour and great Eftate,;berwixt whom 
Ind his: Eſtate (if I remember right) were 18 


Ja moſt unaccountable Thing: The Heireſs, or 
Woman with a great Eſtate, can give her ſelf no 
hatiJ Account why ſhe loves and chooſes ſuch a Man, 
ſelvedlyet ſheicannot but do it, ſhe muſt make him her 


Lake! Husband, though, it may be, all her Friends 


Am and Neighbours wonder what ſhe ſees in him. 
hild Not many grow rich by Gifts ; but they who do 
gotſſo, may eaſily ſee the Hand of God there too: An 
n rel Eſtate is given to one a Stranger, nothing a Kin, 
| prafſonly becauſe he is of the rich Tefator's Name; 


tete another, out of a peculiar Kindneſs and 


Fancy, of which the Receiver can give none, or 
1 rh but a very ſlender Account. For an Eſtate got 


d bi by Trading, the Power of God enabling che 


+ th I'radeſman to get Riches, is, it not more, yet 
every whit as evident. Who is it that ſends more 
Cuſtomers. to one Shop than to another 2 Who 

15 | 3 - | gives 


q Marriage, Gift, Fading The Power of God is 
they are confeſt in two ordinary Engl Sayings: 


the World. For that of making Heirs, a Thou- 


Yor 19: Did not God make this Noble Perſon the 
Heit? The Influence of God upon Marriage is 


OR. \ r 
*. > „ 882 
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gives one a better Judgment, a better Cotreſpon- 
dent, a better Fancy than another? Now cer- 
tainly, that God who giveth me Power to get 
Wealth, hath a reaſonable Right alſo to give me 
a Law how to uſe it when I have gotten it; and 
it is, becauſe we ſee him not in the Gift, but 
ſay in our Heart. Our Power, our Wit, and the 
might of our Hand, hath gotten us this great VYealth: 
Or, our Heart could never be lifted np, and we for- 
get the Lord our God. 08 1 

Laſtilßy, This Obſervation (certainly) ſhould 
deliver us of any anxious Solicitude for the Poſterity 
we ſhall leave behind us, and reduce it to no 
more than a pious and moderate provident Care 
for them. I have defired to make it my Rule, 
never to be further ſolicitous for my Chil- 
_ dren, than to give them a good Education in Lear- 
ning, Arts and Trades, ſo as if they will bur uſe 
their diligent Hand, by the ſupervening Bleſſing 
of God upon them, they may have whereon to 
live in the World. I have had many Arguments 
that have induced me to it. 1, I have ſaid to 
my ſelf, Vo am I who thus labour, and am ſo 
Jolicitous for my Child? What did I begin the 
World with? God hath given me enough, and 
to ſpare. It is very probable, that had I begun 
with two or three thouſand Pounds, I had been 


rience of him for my ſelf? | 
2. Secondly, I have obſerved, That ſuch Soli- 


a worſer Man than I am. Why ſhould I. diſtruſt 
God for my Child, who have had ſo much Expe- 


' eitude in Parents is generally inconſiftent with the 
5 e 8 Per-! 
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not all 
they | 
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Performance of thoſe Duties which a Man oweth-to 
God, to himſelf, and to his Neighbour. Men can- 
not allow themſelves decent Food and Raiment; 


they have no Money to lay out upon the moſt | 


mu 


never live to need it. The German Story tells us 
of one Babo Abenſpergins (if I remember his 
Name Right) who brought into the Preſence of 
the Emperor, Threeſcore and ten Sons begotten 
from his own Body, who lived to ſee them all 
in their Graves. But if my Children do live, 
I do not know whether they will prove Miſe- 
men or Fools ; frugal Men, or Sots; if the for- 
mer, let me provide what I will, it will all be 
too little: if the latter, let me leave them 
little, it they have Education, it will certainly 
bring forth enough, if not Abundance. This 
very Meditation checked the toilſome Labour 
of the wiſeſt Man under the Sun: Eccleſ. 2. 18. 
lea, I hated all the Labour which I had taken under 
the Sun, becauſe I ſhould leave it unto the Man 
which ſhould be after me; and (ſaith he) who 
knoweth whether he ſhall be a Wiſe-man, or a 
Fool, yet ſhall he have Rule over all my Labour; 


wherein I have laboured; and wherein I have 


ſhewed my ſelf wiſe under the Sun; This is alſo 
Vanity. 3 | | om Ea 7 


4. Again, 


_ pious and charitable Uſes; becauſe they * 
t provide great Eſtates for their Children. 
Oh, horrible Vanity! O miſerable Unbelief! 
. Thirdly, I have ſaid to my ſelf, For whom do I 
thus ſcrape? for my Child, who poſſibly may 


oy : 
a ng * - . ny 
dr —— — AO HOES. 2 3 — — — 
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4. Again I have argued thus with my. ſelf ; 

It % ng diligent Hand, and the Bleſſing 2 God 
added to it, which maketh rich, It my Child be 
| bred up to an honeſt Occupation or Calling, 
and he hath God's Bleſſing, he ſhall be rich, tho 
he begins with but a little; how many Ex- 
amples do I ſee of it! On the other Side, Let 
me leave my Child Cheſts of Gold or Silver, it 
the Bleſſing of God be not with and upon him, 
it will all melt away like Dew betore the Sun ; 

if he be not provident and diligent it will come 
to nathing ; the leaving of him à great Eſtate 
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do begin the World with, is ordinarily a Temp- - 
tation to young Men to Luxury, which will 1“ 


hinder them ot God's Bleſſing; or at leaſt to 


Lazincfs, as it maketh them look on themſelves I 


not ſo much concerned to labour. Theſe Things 


have over-ruled me into a ſteady Reſolution, fo | 


ro live upon what the Lord hath given me, as 
not to deny my ſelf, my Wife, Children, or Fa- 


mily, what is neceflary, or decent for me or | 


them; and in my Expences to abate nothing. as 
to Food and Raiment but Luxury. 2. Not to 


withhoid my Hand to the full Proportion of 


my Eſtate, cicher as to any Uſe which my Con- 
ſeience ſhall tell me is either pious or charitable. 


For my Children, to neglect nothing to their 


Education, Which may make them neceſſary. to, 
or Ornaments i in the World; above all to breed 
them up in the higheſt Degree J can; of the Know- 


| ledge and Admonition of "the Lord; and without 


any further Care to leave to my Children, what 
. 55 | ſhal! 
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and re- 
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ſhall = in after all * 
ligious Pedudtions. I had rather my Children 
ſhould not live, than live to the Diſhonour of 
God, and of no further Uſe to the VVorld 
than to eat up the Fruits of the Earth. To 
this I am encouraged by this Obſervation, That 
ufaally rhofe who ck with leaſt (eſpecially 
upon a previous, religious and ſober Cn) 
thrive beſt in the World, and diſhonour God 


- Yeaſt in their Converſations.” $0 


The POEM. 


* Falſe Heart! why ſay ſt my Children 3 


«© Unleſs I give (live, 


Them thouſands when I die? Are there not 
(more 
© From great than ſmaller Stocks? Plenty oft 


* Whoare made poor 


hg But prove a Moth. (doth: 


3 mar. left by” cov' tous Worldling God turns 


a cc To pay y their ſobre. T4 (cke, 2 
MON,  Chaaks i in a Bed (fed, 


« Of lazy Down; its native Powers, and Worth 


Sleep, not put fortn. 
* Fury gives Arms, Neceſſity gives VVit; 
15 Nor can he 3 


8 Who hath no Bread to eat; not can he play; ; 


Fer whom the Day 
e Too little is to get what he muſt have, 
* Or elſe 2 Grave. 
In what I have, then let my Heart rejoice. 


Let not the Voice * * Of 
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* Of ſcrapin Churls out from my Lips pro- 
here is no Need (ceed, 
I ſhould deny my ſelf, or needful Food, 
« Or decent Good: 
© That I ſhould churliſhly drive from my Door 
Rk truly Poor; 

4 Or when God's Cauſe requires, that I ſhould 
I cannot pay; (ſay 
« I ſhall too little then to Children leave: 

| God may bereave 
Me of them all; * may prove ſuch as will 
1 Gettings ſpill, 
Day And. me re dow 1 would not maven Groat 
| i or th' Drunkard's Throat. . 
* If they prove good, will not my God Provide 9 
; © Whoere efpied 
* A righteous Father's righteous Son in Want ? Bake 
| Sin may him ſcant; the 
og (His own, or Father's Sin) but if that he 
* Unrighteous be, 
45 He cannot "I, on what I leave. God's curſe Ma 
1 « Melts a great Purſ. tHe 
Ap He may have Debts of mine to pay, God ſhall 3 
e Diſcharge them al! 


. Out of my Inventory. I am gone, "x 8 
But my poor Son a 

* Muſt whatſoe're T ve gotten ill, reſtore & 
VUnto the Poor, pO 

© And other Creditors. Oh! Let me be or 
My own Truſtee. 1 Sho 

* My own Executor, before I dic, 12 


— Let every Cry * Am 


irſe 


fall 


Againſt me ſatisfied be; let none 


« Let me God's Bleſſing leave him, that's enough, 
If he hath more, but one poor Piece of Stuff. 


E more. I have obſerved others chargeable witch 
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“Challenge my Son; 


— | 


CHAP. III. 

In.the Weaving Trade as well as others, Sloth _ | 
ins, as well as Rioting aud Luxury. *' | 
OBSERVATION 3. © 


1. Obſerve (and this is not peculiar to the 


| Weaver's Trade, but common to it with 
any other) that there are two great Cauſes of 
Mens Ruin, Luxury is one, but Slothfulneſs is 
the other ; and it may admit a Diſpute which 
of theſe ruineth moſt. . Solomon ſaith, The floth- 
ful Man ſhall be under Tribute, when the diligent 
Man beareth Rule. Erov. 12. 24. Aud again, 
He that is ſlothful in his Work, is Brother to bim 
that is a great Waſter- Their Relation is from 
the common Tendency, and Exit of them both. 
I have obſerved ſome Tradeſmen never in their 
Shops, they are either on Horſeback, haunting, 


or courling, or in Inns, or Taverns, tippling, 


drinking, or gaming. Over a few Years I hear 


of them in the Goal, I ſee over their Doors, Thi 


Shop is to be let; their Places know theſe Fools 


S. 
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none Of theſe Enormities, but ſeldom or. neyer 
in the ir Shops, careleſs of their Buſineſs, ſleep- 
ing til Noon, ſpending much of their Time in 
idle Diſcourſes, or prating; ſoon after I have 
heard they alſo changed their Habitation for a 
Gaal. . Men wonder, ſame ſay ſuch a one was 
never a bad Husband, he ſcarce ever ſpent 4 
Penny at an Alehouſe. Inconſiderate Men that 
do not attend to that of Solomon, That he who 
is flothjul in his Work, though he be not, yet he 
i Brother to a great /Yaſter. There is a Waſte 
of Time as well as Silver, and the Drunkard 
loſeth much more by the Loſs of the Time he 
ſpends at the Alckoufe, than of the Money 
which he there ſpends. The Sluggard tha: puts 
his Hand in his Boſom, never pulls it out full 
olf Silver. The World is a Thing which will 
be attended, a Miſtreſs that can never be had 
without a due Courting. Beſides, the idle Perſon 
always hath the Curſe of God at his Heels: 
_ God hath ſaid, Vite this Man a Beggar, when 
he faid, Js. the Sweat of thy Face . thou fhalt 
eat thy Bread; and tlie Apoſtle when he com- 
manded, That thuſe that would not labour fbould 
nut eat; hath ſhut him..out of good Chrittians 
Charity, and forbade him the poor Man's Bas- 
ket. The idle Perſon is the only one for whom 
the bountiful God hath made no Proviſion. 
God hath provided a Easket into which every 
good Man will put fomething for him that 
catmot live by his Hands. But for the idle Per- 
ſoh God hatia provided noching, but 4 Bride well 
here, and an Hell hereafter. 2. And 


* 


their Souls impudently dety and contemn. I 'hefe 
| now, like profane Eſau, for a Meſs of Pfui e , | 
deſpiſe their Birthrigbt. Forlorn and deſp erate 
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2. And is it not thus in ehe ſpiritual Trade- 


There are ſome that cannot go to Hell with 
our a Drum and Trumpet before them; in 
proclaiming. their Sin as Sodom, they i proclaim 
their Damnation alſo, aud ſo as he that cam bu 
read a Line in Sctipture, may run and read it. 
God in damning them ſhall but anſwer their fre- 
quent Prayers, orImprecation in that Pagan Dia- 
le&. The Miſchief of it is, That theſe Men will 
not ſuffer others to go to Heaven if they can 
help; mere Dogs in the Churches Manger, they 
abhor the Name and Thing of Religion, yet 
will preſcribe ro ochers, and be the Intornacrs 
againſt them for worſhipping that God w! wm 


Souls, how juſt ſhall their Damnation be! But 
Oh! that Hell might open its Mouth for none 


but theſe Prodigies of Abominations. There 


are others ſteal themſelves into a bottomle is Pit, 
they do not ſo openly deſpiſe, but they - zeglefZ 
the great Salvation of the Goſpel. The I len are 


r 3 


not Drunkards, no Dammees, no profane Swear- h 


ers and Curſers, no Adulterers; but ther: : is one 


no more belongs to them, they are xo S gints, a 
formal, lazy Sort of Profeſſors, that have a Mind 


to go to Hell, and no Man ſhall dil cern it. 


The Voice of Swearing, Curſing, Blaſf zheming, 
is not heard in their Houſes ; but neitl ier is the ! 
Voice of Prayer heard, they do not c lrink, but + 
they will ſleep themſelves into Damnat on: For 
tlie 


z 
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the Buſineſs of Repentances, Faith, Neu- Obedience, 


Mortifications of Laſts, Self-denial, taking up he 


Croſs, following of Chriſt, they underſtand none || 


of theſe | 
| be they go to Church, but tis all one as if they 
| ftayed at home. The Sermon hath no more 
| Taſte in their Souls than the White of an Egg. 
'The Firſt are a cholerick Kind of Sinners, theſe 
a phlegmaaick Sort; the End of both will be 
the ſame, neither do the Work which God hath 
given them to do, nor finiſh the Courſe which 
God hath given them to run. They are both 


Things, nor mind them at all. It may 


the ſame Road to a bottomleſs Pit, only | 


oin 

the Fir gallop, theſe only jog on: The Firſt 
may come to their Journeys End a little ſooner, 
but at Night they will both meet. 

. 3. Oh! Let the honeſt Weaver conſider this; 
That as his Work in his Loom will no more 
be dome by ſitting ſtil), and ſleeping in his Loom, 
than by breaking his Threeds, and throwing 
his Shuttle out of the Window: So the great 
Buſine:ſs of his Salvation may as much miſcar- 
y by a Neglect, as by doing what is directly 
oppoſit:e to it; when he ſees a Man undone in 
his Trade through mere Neglect of it, going 
loiterin g up and down, and doing nothing. Se- 
neca, (ii I remember right) though he was an 
Heather, complained of Time loſt four Ways; 


either by doing nothing; or doing I; (which is | 


worſe th: in nothing) or by doing aliud ſomething 
| that is not our Buſineſs ; or by doing that which 


is good in an ill Manner. A Meditation * 


et 1 
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of a Chriſtian, he —1 in his ſpiritual Em- 


ploy, not only who doth what is ill, or who 
doth juſt nothing, but he alſo who doth too 


much of other Things, or good Things in a 
ſlight, careleſs, perfunctory Manner. Methinks, 


when the Weaver ſeeth his Neighbour ruined by 
Lazineſs, or perfunctory ſlovenly doing of his 
Work, he might reaſonably reflect upon his Soul 


and ay, My Soul take heed thou alſo doſt not 


thus periſh. 
- The POEM. 


c Two Things the Ruin of the Tradeſman be, 


c“ Sloth, Luxury. 


« One throws away whatever he doth gain, 


* And ſhould maintain | 
* His Family, their Belly and their Back 
„ Smarts for his Sack. 5 
He whores, he plays away his needful Food, 
And drinks their Blood: 
«© After a While he counts; all he hath won 
IS, He's undone. 
The other idle, at his Shop-door ſtands, 
* Folding his Hands; 
* *Tis Death to him to work, he'll alſo come 
Jo the ſame Doom. 
* Both die in Goals, though theſe do faſter go, 
Others more ſlow. 


* Tis but the ſame Caſe in the ſpiritual Trade, 


Some Men are made 
ct © Heirs of Hell, by an Exceſs of Riot; 


— Others by Quiet, In 
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In active Negligence ; ſome do — 
5 „Their open Shame, 
1 And tell Men whirher they are bound; they 
3 « All they'r tor Hell, (tell 
« Others (as they think) with ſome little Wit, 
Steal to the Pit. 
« Some Wretches cry, God damn me ; ſome would 
God them to fave, :* (have 
Rut will not ask it; Wages they expect, 
*© Burt do negle& 


*The Work, to which Heaven muſt be the Pay, 


* AT 2 e ES 
«* My Soul! Shun both thoſe Rocks, thou ſaileſt 
And avoid'ſt Hell (well, 
64 If thou com'ſt to Hell at laſt, what - ere 
* Way thou comeſt there, 
* Will no refreſhing be to thee to think, 
& Whether by Drink, 
© By Cheating, — Murder, or by leſs 
* Unrighteouineſs ; 


T Or by Neglect of what thou ſhould'ſt have 


* Thou beeſt undone. (done, 
Hell will be Hell, both unto the . 
2 And carcleſs Man. 


OG 
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CC HAP. Iv. 


Some work away their Living, Some truſt it auay. 


Th Le modis morimur, It is an old Obſer- 
Pay, VI vation, That though we all come one 


Way into the World, and that through Difficul- 
leſt ties, yet we die many Ways. There are more 
well. | than one V Vay indeed by which Men come 

Joy their Trading-Stocks, yet not ſo many as 
there are by which Men may loſe them, and prove 

Beggers. We have already conſidered rhe two 

main, Luxury and Lazineſs, but theſe are not 
ſs all. I obſerve, That ſome work away what they 
have. Tis pity, that the induſtrious Hand 
bavell ſhould make poor; but ſo it is in the World very 
lone, often: Either they toil in Stuffs out of Faſhion, | 
and not vendible ; or they do their work ſloven- 
| ly; or they truſt to a Market for their Works, 
and fail; or ſome other Thing happens that the 
Men are undone by working ſlovenly, or indi- 
ſcreetly: V Vhen as there were no ſuch VVay 
to live as Working, did they work the Works 
which are acceptable in that Time, or work 
handſomely and prudently. Ve by Experience 
A P.jſke many Men may be undone, as well by 
Working, as by * and Playing. 


2. 
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2, I obſerve again, That many are undone by 
Truſting ; either becauſe the Perſons they truſt 
are not reſponſal ; or becauſe they give longer 
Time than their Stock will bear; or the Perſons 
they truſt are Unfaithtul to their Words. 

3. Methinks I ſee d&y&Xoyov T1: ſomething A- 
nalogous to this in our ſpiritual Concerns : Some 
| loſe Heaven by a vain and groundleſs Truſting, 
{ome by an unwary and ill-circumſtanced Wor- 
king, Go through a whole City of Profeſſors, and 
ask them how they hope hereafter to be ſaved ; 
they will tell you, they hope, they reſt, they} 
truſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; when as, to ma- 
ny who ſay ſo, Chriſt will be no better than a 
- broken Staff, and a bruiſed Reed, which it a Man 
leans upon, it will only run into, and weund his 
Hand. Not that our Blefſed Lord may not be 
truſted, for he is able to ſave to the utmoſt thoſe 
who by Faith come unto Him; nor that he is not 
Faithful, For he is Faithful who hath promiſed ; 


(ſaith the Apoſtle) but becauſe they had no] H 


ground to truſt in him living, and being reſol- 
ved to live and do as they do. No Man can 
lay a natural Claim to Heaven, no Man can 
challenge the Salvation of his Soul as a Debt 
to him: We are told that eternal Life is the 
Gift of God, and being ſo, none hath any Pre- 
| rence of Ground to truſt in God and Chriſt for 
it, but upon ſome Promiſe. For upon this H- 
pothefis that All Men ſhall not be ſaved, who can 
pretend to any lively Hope, to juitly-foun- 
due. Confidence, unleſs he hath our Lords VYVord Fi 
”* 8 * 
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uſt} to ſhow wherein he hath promiſed, that though 
ger Tophet be prepared of old for ſome, yet it is not 
ons for him, he is one for whom the Kingdom tus pre- 

pared? Now none can pretend a Right to a 
A-J limited and conditional Promiſe, until he findeth 
dme fulfilled in him, or that he hath fulfilled the 
ing, Conditions, to the Performance of which the 
Vor- good Thing promiſed is annexed. Were it not 
and Ridiculous, ſuppoſing one of us had promiſed 
ed; a great Reward to any that would do ſuch 


they a Piece of Work, for to talk of truſti: 


in us for 


ma- rhe Reward without any doing of the V Vork, 
an a] eſpecially doing the quite contrary : Even thoſe 


ny Things to the Doing of which we hare threat- 
his ned the greateſt ſeverities we can Uſe? 


God 


Xt be hath indeed made many great and precious 
thoſe} Promiſes of Eternal Life and Salvation, to thoſe 
not who believe in Feſus Chriſt, who work Righteouſ- 
iſed ;} neſs, who do the Things which pleaſe him, &c. 
d no] He hath as plainly ſaid : The fearful; the Un- 
eſol-Y believing, the Abominable, the Murtherers, I/Vhore- 
| Can mongers, Sorcerers, Idolaters and all Liars, ſhall have 
| Can} their Part in the Lake which burns with Fire and 
Debt J Brimſtone, Revelation 21. 8. He hath bidden 
3 the us not be deceived, 1 Corinthians 6. 9. neither 
Pre- Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Ef- 
iſt for ſeminate Perſons, nor Abuſers of themſelves with 
; Hy-I| Mankind; nor Thieves, nor covetous Perſons, nor 
can ] Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the King- 
foun- | dom of God. If notwithſtanding any ſuch Per- 
/Vord i ſon will pretend to truſt in Chriſt for Salvation, 
Soul, and by his preſump- 


z0 he abuſeth his own 


12 


duous 
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tuous Truſting runs himſelf upon Damnation. 


A preſumptuous Confidence deſtroys its ten 


Thouſands. . 

And are there not others who work themſelves 
into Hell? What ſhall we ſay to Iſrael of whom 
| the Apoſtle teſtifieth, That though they followed 


after the Law of Righteouſneſs, yet they attained not 
to the Law of Righteouſneſs : Wherefore? Becauſe } 


they ſought it not by Faith, but as it were by the 


| Forks of the Law. There was indeed a V Vay 


to Heaven revealed by meer Working, but now 


{faith the Apoſtle) the Righteouſneſs of God is re- 


vealed from Faith to Fuitb. Many will not un- 
derftand this, and look ſtill for nothing but a 


legal Righteouſueſs. Have you not ſometimes | 


ſeen it thus with a Poor Bee, it comes home 
where the Hive was, the Hive is removed to 


another Place, the Bee knows it not, nor will ſtir | 
to look for it, but there lies grovelling upon the 


old Place till it dies? Do not you ſee it in the 
Weaver Trade? There were ſome Kinds of 
Stuffs heretofore (poſſibly in the Time when this 
or that Man ſerved his Apprentiſhip) that were 
in Faſhion, and there was a great Market for 
them, and many grew Rich by them; but they 


have been out a long Time, the dull Tradeſ-f 
man conſiders it not, but goes on ſtill making 


them, and 1s very buſy, but when he hath done, 
There is no Market for them. God of old faid 


to Adam, Do this and live: Salvation was exhi- 


oited- upon the Term of Working only; God 


hath] 
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hath altered the Caſe. Now the Promiſe is to 
him that believeth as well as worketh, aud 


without Faith (ſaith the Apoſtle) it is impoſſivle 
to pleaſe God: Many heedleſs Souls conſidet not 


this; they work and work themſelves into Hell. 
God will hereafter ſay unto them, ho hath re- 
quired this at your Hands? Though (it may be) 


God did require and doth require till the Doing 
of the Things which they do (for ſo he did 


require thoſe Duties conſidered materially, of 
which yet he ſaith, who hath required them?) 


But he hath required them to be done in Faith, | 


out of a Principle of Evangelical Love, in a Sin- 
cerity of Obedience, having a ſingle Reſpe& and 


Eye to his Glory; not being done under theſe 


Circumſtances, they are Things he hath not re- 
quired, and no better than cutting off a Dogs Neck, 
and the Offering up of Swines Blood; (as God him- 


ſelf ſpeaketh of the Jewiſh Services irregularly 
performed. 


There's no Market in Heaven now 
tor meer V Vorks more than for an idle inopera- 
tive Faith. The Papiſt, the Formaliſt, all Ruin 
themſelves by Working: VVho ever looks for a 
Salvation by a meer legal Righteouſneſs, or by 


a ſuperficial outſide Performance, will find him- 
ſelt a Beggar at laſt, when Chriſt ſhall ſay to 


thoſe that ſhall plead; They have prayed in his 
Name, and have propheſied in his Name, and 
in his Name caſt out Devils: Depart from me, 

I know you not, you Workers of Iniquity. 8 
5. What then, ſhall a Man be ſaved without 
orks? By no * nor by meer Works, we 
3 are 
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are ſaved by Faith, (ſaith the Apoſtle) and Faith 
{ (faith the ſame Apoſtle) worketh by Love: Works 
dipt in the Blood | of Chriſt — bring a Soul 
{ to Heaven; when we have talked what we can, 
he that believeth will and muſt work, but every 
one that worketh doth not believe; and, He 
that believeth not is Damned already, ſaith our 
Saviour. Happy is he that can compound both 
theſe as well in Practice as in Judgement, but 
he is miſerable who divides what God hath put 
together. I always thought it a good Rule for 
all Chriſtians, to believe as much as if Works 
had no Influence upon his Salvation, and to 
work as much as if Heaven were to be earned 


by meer Working. God forbid, that we ſhould | 
ſay VVorks are needleſs, becauſe we ſay Faith 4 


in a Chriſt i is needful. 


The POEM. 


*© May Men by Working be undone ? 
* How many Hazards do they run, 
' * VVho trade for Bread? 

% What needs Solicitude? Then thus, 

« Let's truſt him more who ſaith to us, 
© VVe ſhall be fed. 

« But Truſting may undoe us too; 

© Say then, what ſhall poor Tradefmen do? 2 
* Truſt warily, 

& And work hard too; for Work and Truſt 

* rr make the Tradeſman muſt, 

-- 2 V Vhen others 10 


Say 
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* Say not that in the ſp'ritual Trade, 

Any by Truſt are happy made, 

By Truſt alone. 

* Truſt, without ground to truſt upon, 
© Is but a bold Preſumprion, 
Men by't undone. 

But thoſe who can believe and do, 
Whatever God them calleth to, 

„ Shall hap ä 
And when the Nubdians fail, 
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* And Papiſts too, he ſhall Entail 


Felicity 


ke 4 his Soul, which neither Faith, 
Nor Works alone (ſo Scripture faith) 


© Can ſave from Hell. 


. Faith juſtifies alone: But yet 
Is not alone; Works follow it; 


Faith bears the Bell, 
“ Becauſe it layeth hold on him, 


VV Vbo juſtifies the Soul from Sin 


„ V'Vhole only Name 


| Is that, by which we ſaved be; 
1<© VVithout whom to Felicity 


None ever came. 

* Happy is he who doth compound 
“% VVhat in the holy Writ is found, 
© By God combind: 

* But wo to him who dares to Part 
(D To gratify ſophiſtick Art) 

* VVhart he hath join d. 


O let my Soul believe as much, 
0 As if my Faith alone were ſuch. 


As could it fave: 


© But 
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«© But let it work as much alſo, 

As itt ſhould for what it can do, 

© Its Heaven have. 


ieee 
CHAP. v. 
Uſually thoſe have their Eyes abroad moſt about 


them: And when alone, are moſt happy in their 
Judgments and Inventions, and thrive moſt. 


OBSERVATION 5. 


1. 1 Obſerve a twofold Spirit amongſt Trade(- 

men, and as amongſt others fo particu- 
larly amongſt MVeavers, Some are Men of a poor, 
private, obſcure Spirit : Their Eyes look right 
before them ; that's all: They have been bred 
to this or chat Trade, to be uſed in this or that 
Method, and they jog on, and on, as we ſay, 
buy, make, fell, the fame Commodities their 
Maſters did, neither will turn to the right Hand 
nor to the left. Such now as theſe I have ſeen 
in the World with much adoe quitting their Teeth, 
and their Taylor, by all their Labour. Others 
I have obſerved of brisker Spirits, their Eyes are 
behind them and before them, and round about 
them ; they look upon their Apprentiſhip not as 
ſeven Years Service to their particular Maſter, 
but to the World, advantaging them to a gene- 
ral Knowledge. This Spirit in a Weaver makes 
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him underſtand that he was not bound ſeven 
Years to learn to make either, Ruſbet or Tametts, 
lor Cbeynies, or any other particular kind of Stuff: 

But the Myſtery of Weaving, to know how to 
make any Stuff This Man conſidereth the World 
ighily, the whole Scheme of it paſſing away, 
he Surface of it now wearing off, new Eyes, 
new Fancies daily riſing in it to be pleaſed, and 


. ccordin ly accommodates himſelf ro it, and 
— hath his Eyes about him, and his Reaſon within 


him, his Eyes obſerving what Stuffs are moſt worn, 
moſſ acceptable to the Eye of che preſent Ge- 
Ineration, and to them he ſets himſelf : This Man 
uſually thrives better than his Neighbour. 
de- 2. I Obſerve again, That in Trades, and more 
eu- ſeſpecially in the Weaver Trade, thoſe who have 
dor, the beſt Inventions, and can beſt compare Things 
ght with T hings, and who have the beſt Judgments, 
red I thrive beſt : Indeed Judgment is that which 
hat Jmakes a Man excel, let his Way and Courſe of 
ay, Life be what it will, It is that which makes 
lr the Scholar, that which makes the Tradeſman, 
nd fand the Merchant; indeed every one, let his 
een JCourſe and Way of Life be of what Kind it 
th, will. The Weaver muſt judge of the beſt Yarns, 
ers the beſt Workman, the moſt acceptable Colours, 
are or Compoſitions of Yarns, and Mixtures of Co- 
ut lours, the beſt Markets, and of many other Things. 
AS luvention alſo hath a great Influence, though 
er, (not in all, yet in many Ways and Courſes of 
e | Livelihoods. It hath a great Influence upon the 
ces ¶ Excellency of a Scholar; and ſo of a 1 or 
| ere 
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there is much to be found out in Neaving; in- 
deed in moſt Trades -and Ways of Livelihood, 
more than is already diſcovered, Every Day 
teacheth another, and brings forth new Notions 
in Philoſophy, in Phyſick, in Mathematicks, 
and fo likewiſe in Methods of Trading, and Deal- 
ing in the World: He that will only run round, 
and go in a Track, will find that he doth bur 
tire himſelf to little Purpoſe, hunting the World, 
which in the mean Time flieth from him. 
3. I Obſerve thirdly, That God rarely giveth 
to any one all thoſe Giſis which make one to 
excel in any Courſe of Life. One Man hath 
an excellent Fancy and Iuvention, but poſſibly no 
Judgment : Another hath an excellent Judg- 
ment upon anothers Fancy and Invention, but 
a dull and heavy Invention of his own ; a third 
hath neither, but a zimble Hand at his Work; 
| fourth hath a zeat Hard, and doth what he 
doth curiouſly and exactly, he hath no Dexteri- 
ty, but is wonderfully flow at it. Some one 
Man of many hath all united, he hath a good 


C 1 
4. I cannot but obſetve, That in the Spiritual 
Trade, there is ſomething which beareth a Pro- 
portion unto this. I know, Truth i of great An- 
ziquity,ard the oldeſt Propoſition is the beſt, the 
old Way is the good Way. But the Corruption 
of Ages hath been like Snow upon a Path; it 
requires ſome Search, Reaſon and Judgment 
and Pains too, to find out where that * 
ol 


Faucy and Judgment, he is both neat and quick, 
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jd Way lay. New Lights are derided, and 


Vu Truth counted but a Contradiction in ad- 
d, Igo. For really no Truth is new, but coevous 
Y o that God who hath ſtiled himſelf, the Truth. 
NS 


There hath been two, and but two remarkeable 
lanovations in Religion warrantable: Warrantable, 


l Poecauſe made by God himſelf. The one upon 
1 the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai: The o- 
at 


ther upon the publiſhing the Goſpel; for though 
d, Ithere was a Worſhip of God, and that by Sacri- 
Fices, before Aarons Time (when the World was 
ooo Years old and upward) yet he undertakes 
0 fa great Task that will undertake to prove the 
h whole Order of the Judaical Worſhip in Prac- 
O Flice before that Time. Chriſt altered nothing 
ar his Coming in the Moral Law, but it is moſt 
certain that he abrogated the Law contained in 
Ordinances, the whole ritual Law; and inſtituted 
> Ya Goſpel-Worſhip, which ſhall never more be 
e altered. It is certain alſo, that the Canon ß 
5 F>cripture was not ſcaled, till after Chriſt's Al. 
© cenſion into Heaven, though we ſay he added © 
d ao neu Moral Precepts. Thus far all the Chri- 
Jitan World is agreed, that the whole Syſtem of 
Divine Truth is revealed in the Scriptures of 

i {the Old or New Teſtament, and the whole Me- 

'” [rhod of Worſhip muft be found there; though 

'- [of it ſomething is to be learned from Precept, 
ſomething from Example, ſome things are plain- 


2 [ly fer down, others muſt be gathered by Conſe- 
© | quences in the Uſe of our Reaſon. Hence the 
1 Vatiety of Mens Judgments, and different Ap- 


d ö prehenſions 
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ehenſions u Things of God. Now there are 
ome Chriitians, who either have not or will not 
uſe their Powers 1: ſearching out Truth, comparing 
| ſpiritual Tings with ſpiritual, butftake it to be 
enough for them, To believe as the Church be- 
lie veth, and to do what the Church bids them 
do; having no Regard to the Apoſtle com- 
manding them, 1. To prove all Things, and hold 
faſt that which is Good, and again, to try the 
Spirits whether they be of God or no, &c. I Ob- 
ſerve theſe Chriſtians little improving in Know- 
ledge, Faith or Holineſs. The Woman of Sa- 
maria, John 4. was of this Size in Religion. 
Our Fathers worſhipped in this Mountain (ſaith ſhe) 
Sic a patribus accepimis (ſaid he in the Council) 
and met with a ſmart Anſwer . Ino Errantes 


ab Errantibus; Erring Children from Erring Pa- 


rents. But now there are others who do un- 


derſtand their Souls were given them for other 


Purpoſes: It Paul preacheth, they will with thoſe 
weli-bocn Bereans, ſearch the Scripture, to ſee if it 
be Truth which he ſaith ; they are inquiſitive af- 
ter Truth, and will Examine all their Principles 
and Practices by the Touch-ſtone of Holy 


Writ, bringing them to the Law and the Te- 
ſtimony : Theſe are the thriving Chriſtians, and | 
theſe alone have the Promiſe. If thou cryeſt after 


Knowledge, and liſteſt up thy Voice for Underſtan- 
ding, if thou ſeekeſt Her as Silver, and ſearcheth 
for Her as for hidden Treaſure : Then ſhalt thou 
Underſtand the Fear of the Lord, and find the Know- 
Lege of thy God, Proverbs 2. 3, 4, J. The — 
| | | | mlle 
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The Apoſtle admireth it as to the ſpiritual 
Gifts, 1 Cor. 12. 8. To one ts given by the Spirit 
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miſe of Improvement in the Knowledge and 
Fear of the Lord, is not made to dull Souls, 
that believe all that is told them, and impoſed 
by confident Perſons upon them ; but to ham 
that Examines, ſeeks, proves, &c. He is next 
Door to an Infidel that only believes Divine Pro- 
poſit ions, in the Belief, Denial, or miſbelief of 


which his Salvation depends, merely becaufe his 


Father believed fo, or ſo practiſed; or becauſe 
any Number of Men (call them by what Name 
you pleaſe, ſo long as you allow them fallible 


Men) ſo impoſe upon him. Let Men mock fo 


long as they pleaſe, though there be no New 
Truth, yet there are New Revelations and Diſ- 


coveries of Truth made to various Perſons in 
various Ages; and there is new Light breaks in, 
which is but a Beam from that God who is 
Light, only before that Time eclipſed by the 


Interpoſitions of Ignorance and Superſtition, and 
the other Variety of Mens Luſts and Paſſions ; 
and the thriving Chriſtian will ſpend his Time 
in winnowing the Chaff from the Wheat. 

5. We have Reaſon to adore the Wiſdom of 
rtial Diſtribution of his Gifts. 


the Word of Wiſdom; to another the Word of 
Knowledge, by the ſame Spirit; to another Faith 
by the ſame Spirit; to another the Gifts of Healing by 
the ſame Spirit; to another the Working of Mi- 


racles ; to another Prophecy; to another diſcerning f 
Spirits; to another divers Kinds of Tongues; wo | 


another 
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another the Interpretation of Tongues. The A 
e goes on, ſhewing that this various Diſtri 
tion of ſpiricual Gifts was it, which did 0 
might convince them of their Uſefulneſs one tc 
another: That, as in the natural Body, thoſe 
Members which are more feeble, may appear ne 
ceſſary, the ſame Divine Wiſdom we may ſee in] 
_ God's Diſtribution of thoſe Gifts which are of a2 
lower Order: One Weaver hath an excellent Fan-“ Old 
cy to invent, another hach a more excellent Judg-J 
ment; one works more neatly, another more. 
nimbly. If every Weaver were good at all the“ Ti 
Parts of his Work, they would not underſtand} 
their Uſefulneſs one to another, nor the Need they 
have one of another; but in the Variety of Diſ- J Yet 
penſation of theſe Gifts each Man is commen-] 
ded, and his Uſefulneſs diſcovered to his Neigl- 
bour ; ſo as the Head cannot ſay to the Foot, 1“ Of 
nor the Foot to the Hand, I have no Need of 
thee. It Men would but conſider this, we 
ſhould not have ſo many Brutes as we have, I“ WI 
who controul the Wiſdom of God in biring and 
devouring, in ſeeking Advantages to rifle and | 
plunder one another, as if this were the Way “ Bu 
ro promove the Proſperity of a Place, which 
indeed is the direct Way to turn it into a 
Nettle-Buſh. God fo ordereth his Gifts, as *. 
that one Man hath his Subordinacy to another: 
And indeed this is ſren by Men uſed in Trades 
generally. The Troublers of God's Heritage 
are generally ſuch as live in Ale-houſes, or whoſe 
Employment is much the ſame as ot Caterpillars, 
Mad ie pre do 
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rb while they are too 


He 


lazy to plant any; a Generation from whom 


as God hath no Honour, ſo their Country hath 
no further Profit, than what ariſeth from an 
Impoſt upon the Salt and Spirit of Urine, or 


che Beer or Wine from whence it — 


The POEM, 


2 Old Truth, like Wine, is always beſt, 
« A Notion can't be true, 
And alſo new. 


J Tis Gray-hair d Time, which muſt atteſt 


„ What-ere is ſacred Truth, 
Error hath Youth; 


- * vet tis not th* Old, but the oldeſt Age 


« Alone, can juſtify 
* Th Antiquity 


+ Of Notions. From the firſt cach Page 


4 hath fully blurred been 
„by Luſt and Sin. 
* When Chriſt and his Apoſtles were 
ln our Meridian, 
* Truth Shin'd alone. 
wn But fince that they did leave our Sphere, 
A Darkneſs fell upon 
Each Nation. 
FP Though by Degrees, yet then began 
© To riſe the foggy Milt 
« Of Antichriſt. 
was in the Apoſtles Time. The Man 
Whom they call d th' Man of Sin, 
+ Did's Work begin. His 


134 
« His Work was to detorm 'Fruth's Face, 


*The good old Paths to cover, 
Lone might paſs over; 


To blind the Ways of Truth and Grace, 


* 'That none might ſee, or know 
* Where Chriſt did go. 

c Hence later Ages laboured have, 
2 Reſiſting unto Blood 

5 * Thoſ: chat withſtood, 

{ *©* To dig the Truth out of its Grave, 

We _ ©< Defirous but to ſee 
„Old Veritie. 

C Hence Truth, which in it ſelf's not new; 
« Yer unto us appears 
Noe full of Tears. 

© The Notions ſo appearing grew 
* In the old Paradile, 
| © Where grew no Lies; 
© only the Winter ſuffer'd not 
Their Blofloms, nor did Suits 
Their bearing Fruit. 
5 Their laſting Root, yet did not; 
4% But watched a better Hour 
To bud and flower. 
_ © Whoſo deſpiſeth Truth, becauſe 
* It new to him doth ſhow, 
** Shall never grow, 
oy © Nor underſtand the ſacred Laws, 
„ Which each new Day expounds. 
„On better Grounds. 
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{TETDEDISSTITSRTTIZTTTETTREG 


C HAP. VI. 
Of the various Cauſes of the Decay of Trade. 
6 OBSERVATION. 


HE Cauſes of the Decay, or Abatement 
_ of Trade, 1s a noble Enquiry, and eſpe- 


{ cially for us who live upon a Spot of Earth that 
is incompaſſed with the Sea. Whatever they 


may do that live on a Continent, it is certain, 
that thoſe who live in Iflands (if they have not 
a Sufficiency within themſelves) cannot live 
without Trade; nor can any People without it 
live happily: The People are very thin in any 
Place, if they be not too many to be Employed 
in mere tilling the Ground, and making Neceſ- 
ſaries for one another, who are Natives of the 
Place : Soas either a great Number muſt be idle, 
(which is the Bane of any Place) or they mult be 
| employed in providing for other Places, which 
have not what we have. This maketh Trade 
neceſſary ; to ſay nothing of the Genius of molt, 
not contenting themſelves with bare Food and 
Raiment. A late Author, in his Compaſſionate 
Enguiry, tells us, and very truly, 

Dat Trade opens a Paſſage to the Diſ- 
Page 47. covery of other Countries, and of the 
Worts God and Man, of Nature and 
P. Art. That it is the great 7 ns and Inſtrument 


of 
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of human Society; it makes al Mankind of one Body, 
| and by mutual Enteicourſe to ſerve the Occaſions, 
' ſupply the Needs, and miniſter to the Delight and 
Entertainment one of another. It enlargeth the | 
Minds of Men, as well as their Fortunes, inſomuch | 
that any Nation is unpolite, unbred, and half bar- | 
barons without it. It inures Men to Hardſhip and wt 
Danger; it inſtructs them in Subtility, and all the | _.1_.. 
Arts of Self-ſecurity. It alſo adds much to the 
Beauty, Power aud Strength of a Nation, and to 
the Riches, aud Revenue of a Prince. A Noble 
Elogium —After all which, Statiſts may ſee Rea- 
ſon to enquire, Whether any Religion, or Reaſon, 
or State, can endure the Abatement, or Diminution, 
or Deſtruct ion of Trade, by any Impo ſitious in Mat- 
ters of Religion, uhich the Lau of God doth not ex- 
preſiy require at their Hands. For amongſt the 


Things that have been found the eminent Cau- 


ſes of the Ruin of Trade: your 


I. Perſecution of Men for their different Appre- 
hen ſions in the Things of God, hath been ſo uni- 
verſal and eminent, as all the World hath taken 

Notice of it. By Perſecution I mean a violent 
Proſecution of Men, to the Loſs of their Lives, 
Liberties, or Eſtates, let it be by the Execution 
of a Law or not. The Law excuſeth the Fact 
it may be from Oppreſſion or Tyrauny. An hu-[\ 
man Law in the Caſe, was pleaded in the highe 
eſt Perſecution ever was: We have a Law (ſaith 
the Jews) and by that Law he ought to die, ſpeak- 
ing concerning Chriſt. This hath been ſo cmi-J Co 
nently proved by a woithy Hand, that nothing]. 
4 ner 
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„need be added to it. Let any one but refle& 1 


% upon thoſe Towns and Cities, where Liberty is 
1 | granted in the Things of God, and thoſe Pla- 
be ces where the Popiſh Inquiſitions take Place, and | 
h compare the State of the one with the other, 
1 and there needs no further VVitneſs. VVhat 


brought the Trade both of this Place, and ſome 
others in Enxgland, but D. Alva's Perſecution in 
the Flanders? And I dare ſay, This one Thing 
mall, to the End of the World, be the Ruin 
ble | of Trade in any Place. The Power of Conn? 
ſcience is exceeding great! Beſides that in all 
ſon, Trading there muſt be ſuch an intermixing 
„of Mens Eſtates, ſuch a Dependency of the 
| Wellbeing of one Man upon another, as neceſ= +: 
ſarily requires the Freedom and Security of all | 
who are of any conſiderable Fortunes. In a Per- 
ſecution none knows who he may truſt his E- 
ſtate with, nor how far he may adventure: In 
ſhorr it plucks up all Trade by the Roots; dis- 
ſpirits Men from dealing or adventuring, which 
makes Perſecution a Thing, though conſonant 
to the Luſts of ſome ill-natured, peeviſh, ſelf- 
"> willed Men, yet contrary to the true Intereſt of 
don ſan Men. 3 4 
2. A ſecond Cauſe is (the Daughter of this 
Mother) Tranſplantation, or Tranſmigration; this 
2h Perſecution cauſeth: Men will endure any Thing 
_— rather than Opprefſion in the Matters of their þ 
can" Conſcience. Thoſe who think, that Riches, and | 
— a Courſe of Trade in a Place, will ſtake Men if 
"5 down, and nail them to their Poſts, while they 
8 K 2 ſcourge 
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ſcourge them according to their Malice, forget 
how many thouſand Tradeſmen under Alva's 
Perſecution removed out of Flanders into En- 
gland, and how mary thouſands removed from 
Old into New-England, deſpiſing their native 


Country, and all their Intereſts here, the Dan- 


gers of the Seas, the Difficulties they could not 
but foreſee of making a deſolate Wilderneſs ha- 
bitable: All theſe were nothing in their Eyes, 
ſo they might keep a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
ward God, in the great Matter of his Worſhip. 


Trauſplantation, or Removal of Tradeſmen in a- 


ny confiderable Number, from any Place where 
they were fixed, is ſo obvious a Cauſe of the 
Decay and Ruin of the Trade of that Place, 
that it need not been larged upon; whoſo ſeeth it 
not is blinder than a Beetle, and deſerveth to be 
begged, till he can tell the World, how the Chan- 
nel can run as full when the Water is let out 
into ſeveral Streams, as when it had but one 


Tract. 


3. A third Cauſe of the Alatement of Trade 
is, the Multiplication of thoſe who are occupied in 
it, The World is a finite Thing, there is enough 
for it, and it hath but its Meaſure to give: 
And as it is impoſſible, that ſuppoſing a Father 
to have ten Sons, and another two, tho' they 
both have equal Eſtates, that they ſhould both 
give equal Portions to every Child; ſo neither 
can the World ſatisfie a Multitude of Beggars 
as well as if it had but a few. This Abatement 
of Trade is not in the general, but as to Par- 
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ticulars in the whole as much is gotten as ever ; 
but few Individuals get ſo much, nor is it poſ- 


ſible they ſhould, unleſs we could imagine a 


proportionable Multiplication of Perſons in the 
World to be fed or clothed, to the Effects of the 
multiplied Tradeſmen, who work to feed, clothe 
and adorn them, 

4. A fourth Cauſe of the Decay of Trade is, 
the falſe making of Commodities, and Mens falſe 
Dealing one with another in Bargains, &c. A 
Thing for the Repute of which, we in England 
(how juſtly I know not) infinitely ſuffer beyond 
the Seas, Truth give all Things a Reputation, 
Falſchood is as conſtant a Blot, and will be the 
Ruin of that Man, or any Number of Men 


that uſe it. Ir may (like Wine in a Feaver) | 


ſeem a little to refreſh his Purſe at firſt, but it 


will empty it at laſt. The Reward of the Li- 


ar is, when once known, never to be further 
truſted. 5 i 
5. A fifth Cauſe is, Mens ſtudious Under-ſelling 


one another. St. John told us long ſince, That the 


whole World lies in Wickedaeſs, and truly a great 
Part of it lies in this Piece of Wickedneſs, being 
ſtudious to outgo one another. Now, tho' this 
be every one's Duty in that which is good, and 
poſſibly lawful, if duly circumſtanced, in Things 
which are either good or evil, as they are uſed; 


yet it may be ſo purſued as ir may be very | 


—_ - EY 
6. Laſtly, I obſerve, That hardly any Trades 
will maintain their Glory, without ſome Go- 

8 vernment; 
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vernment ; every particular Tradeſman having 


neither Wit nor Honeſty enough to be a Law 


to himſelf. In all conſiderable Trades there- 


fore, prudent Stateſmen thought fit to make Cor- 


rations, where the Multitude are under the 
nſpection, Rule and Government of the moſt 


experienced, wile and diſcreet Men of that O- : 


cupation. And moſt Trades, which- to any con- 
fiderable Degree multiply Tradeſmen, either 


have ſuch Governours, or in a ſhort Time come 
to nothing for Want of them. 


Let me now come to make ſome ſpiritual | 
Reflections upon theſe ordinary Obſervations. | 
1. I cannot but from hence firſt obſerve, the 
mighty Power of Conſcience, awakned tothe Fear of 
ſinning againſt God. Quid non mortalia pectora 
cogit? Men of no Conſcience may make a Jeer | 
of it, none knoweth the Power of it but he that 
feeleth it. It turns a Priſon into a deleftable | 
Garden, a ſcorching Flame into a Bed of Roſes, | 
and no Wonder that it doth fo, for what is it, | 
but God's Vicegerent in the little World of 
Man? God's Interpreter to every Soul. It is 
a great Misfortune to a Perſon if it be ſubor- 
ned, and gives in a falſe Verdict. No Man can] 
act againſt it, though every one is not bound 


' co act according to every Precept, or Dictate of 


it. The Power of its Regrets, and Reflections 
for Diſobedience, are ſuch as none can ſtand un- 
der; and therefore none is bound to Humour 
any in running the Hazard of them. 97 
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2. The Tenderneſs of God to the tender Conſcien- 


ces of his People is alfo as obvious an Obſerva- | 
tion from hence. | 


Men of the World can think 
of nothing for them but Goals and Bridewells. 
One while they are thinking to jeer them out 


of their Conſciences by a Ballad, another while 
to rail them out of them by a foul Mouth, 
anon to cudgel them out of them. God doth 


not ſo with them in his Providence. If they 
cannot have a Room in Flazders, he will pro- 


vide for them in England; if they cannot have 
a reſting Place in Europe, he will provide them 
one in America, making for them a Way in the 
Wilderneſs, and hewing them out an hiding Place 


through the Rocks, and in a Deſart Land, and 
the Nation, that will not be a quiet Habitation 
for them that fear him, God will judge. If 
they will have no tender Conſciences in their 
Cities and Ports, they ſhall have no Trade; to 
tell them they ſhall have no Religion will not 
trouble them, it may 

Riches and Trade will, 


truly tender, fearing to ſin againſt God; and let 
the World be as cruel, as hard-hearted, as bloody 
as it will, they will find they have a tender Fa- 


ther. Never any loſt any Thing, nor ſhall loſe, | 
by being afraid to fin againſt the Lord that 
made them, that bought them with his prect- | 
| ous Blood. A Man indeed may fear too much, | 
but there are few, very few that err on that 
Hand, there are thouſands more that fear 


too little. The Simple paſs on (ſaith Solomon) 
and are puniſhed, 


( 
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be the Decay of their 
Let the Conſcience be 
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3. What a vaſt Difference there is between 


the earthly and the ſpiritual Weaver ? The Mul- 
tiplication of Tradeſmen in the Former, abates 1 


and ſpoils the Profit of the Trade. I would 
all the Lord's People (ſaith Moſes) were Prophets 


Durſt any poor Weaver in this Town ſay, 1 
would all the People in this City were Wea- 


vers? The Reaſon is obvious; the World hath 


not Gold and Silver enough to give to every 
one. Hence is the ſcrambling for it, and all 


the World's Game is, Catch he who catch can. 
But God hath Grace and Glory enough to give 
to all that will trade for Heaven, ſo as none by 
getting hinders another. The World cannot re- 
ceive all the Cloths and Stuffs that would be 
made, it a tenth Part of the Men in it were 


Weavers: But all the Prayers and Praiſcs, all the 


Homages and Exerciſe ot Holineſs, which the 
| World can bring forth, are too little for that God 
ll to whom they aſcend as an Homage. Who 
| would not be in Love with that Trade, that 
| were not capable of being abated by Multipli- 


cation of Traucſmen, and yet would moſt cer- 


tainly bring in ſuch Profit, as Eye hath not ſcen, 


ur Ear heard, ner can enter iuto the Heart of 


Man to conceide? Such are the Things which 
| God hath prepared for chem that love and ſerve 


if him. 


4. Again, doth fa!ſe makiag of Wares, and 
falie dealing with Merchants and Cuſtomers, ruin 
the Trading of any Place? And what is it thar 
Ruins the Spiritual Trade but the ſame thing? 
When 


in his Flock and briageth unto him a Female. 
are bound to love and ſerve the Lord our God 
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When the Power of 22 into 2 


Form, Religion into a meer Formality and out- 
ſide Shew and Appearance. When Men Glory 
in She w and not in Reality, when Men are falſe in 


their Acts of Devotion, and falſe in their Con- 


verſation, God will deal with them no longer; 


but remore his Name and his Goſpel from 


them, to a People that will bring forth better 


Fruit. 
than ano- 


too much of this in the Spiritual Trade too ? 
Doth not the Falſeneſs of our Hearts prompt us 


o come off as Cheap with God as we can? | 


long Sermous, long Prayers, are thought Needleſs. 


We would fain put off to God that which hath 


colt us Nothing, and which indeed is little Worth: 
But God hath Curſed him, That hath a a 
e 


with all our Heart, and all our Soul, and all our 


Ir | 

6. Laſtly, I Obſerve, That in all Trades, 
| when Tradeſmen multiply to any great Num- 
ber, the Trade never thrives long without a 
prudent Regulation and Government, all Men 


having not (as I ſaid before) either Wit or Ho- 


neſty enough to be a Law to themſelves; nor 
doth the Trade thrive much, Unleſs the Go- 


vernours be diſcreetly Choſe. 2. Unleſs they juſtly 
diſcharge their Truſt. To this Purpoſe, 8 
. bo Es Ben rily 
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I43 : 
: 
4 
+» 
: 


F. I Obſerve, That, in Trading, every ones 
Study is to get his Work done Cheaper 
ther, and to Underſel his Neighbour. Have we not 
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| rily ſuch Tradeſmen are left to chuſe their own 

Governours, as being beſt acquainted with the 
Trade, and the Perſons that have moſt Skill in 

it, and have beſt approved their Honeſty in the | 

Managery of it. In thoſe Days (ſaith the Scrip- 

ture, As 6. 1.) when the Number of the Di- 

| fſeiples were multiplied, there aroſe a Murmuring of 

the Grecians againſt the Hebrews, becauſe their Vi- 


dows were neglected in the daily Miniſtrations. In | 


Multitudes Corruptions will multiply. This 


made the Apoſtles turn them into a Corpora- | 


tion, authorizing them, to look out ſeven Men 
amongſt rhemſelves, whom they might ſet over | 
that Affair. A Government is neceſſary in the 
Church, and Originally ic choſe its own Offi- | 
cers. But let a Trade have what Governours | 


it will, if either they know not their Office, 


or knowing it wait not upon it, or in Pre- 


L tence waiting upon it, yet act directly contra- 


ry to their Truſt, winking at falſe Weights or 


Meaſures, diſcouraging the beſt Tradeſmen, en- 


couraging the Worſt and moiſt Falſe, the Trade 
muſt neceſſarily be ruined. And thus it will 
be in the Church of God, that drive the Spiri- 
tual Trade. If either it hath no Officers and 
Government, or if it hath ſuch as know not 
their Work and Duty of their Place ; or though 
they know it, yet through Lazineſs, or, Greedi- | 
neſs of filthy Lucre wait not on it: Or, though 
in Pretence they wait upon it, yet in very Deed, 
act directly contrary to their Truſt, ſmiting | 
thoſe that fear the Lord inſtead of thoſe that | 


8 * 
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hate him, diſcouraging the beſt Profeſſors and 
Practitioners in Godlineſs, inſtead of the open 
Enemies of Truth and Holineſs; the ſpiritual 


Trade of that Place, that hath ſuch a Curſe, 
muſt neceſſarily abate, or at beſt go on but in 


Corners. 
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